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Muto Yuhiro — Sethuraman Sandeep
World Cadet Chess Championship 2019 (2)

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Bb5+ Nd7 4. 0-O
a6 5. Bxd7+ Bxd7 6. Re1 e6 7. c3 Nf6
8. d4 cxd4 9. cxd4 d5 10. e5 Ned
11. Nbd2 Nxd2 12. Bxd2 Be7 13. Re3
b5 14. Ne1 Qb6 15. Qg4 g6 16. Rf3
Rc8 17. Bh6 Rc4 18. Rd1 BfS 19. Qf4
Bxh6 20. Qxf7+ Kd8 21. Qf6+ Kc7
22. Qxh8 Rxd4 23. Rxd4 Qxd4
24. Rc3+

1-0
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CHESS IN JAPAN

Tokai Open and
Chubu Rapid Open
Tournament Report

By Scott, Tyler

Tyler is a Canadian English teacher who currently resides in

Nagoya. Born in 1989, he learned the rules of chess from his father

Here in Aichi, two important
tournaments happened in the last
several months: Tokai Open

and the Chubu Rapid Open, the
latter of which was FIDE rapid
rated. I was quite lucky this

year, managing to win both
tournaments with a perfect score,
and scoring my first over-the-
board win against an IM in the
process! In this article, I will
analyze a couple of interesting
games from each of the two
tournaments.

Tokai Open

This tournament occurred on April
10 th . It consisted of four rounds,
with a time control of

30/30. Despite winning, none of
my games were spectacular, so I
decided to analyze a couple

of interesting and instructive games
from other players.

This first game illustrates the
dangers of going into a sharp
theoretical line unprepared.

Makino,M - Okabe,Y
Tokai Open Nagoya (1)
Ruy Lopez, Anti-Marshall 8.a4 [C88]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6
5.0-0 Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 0-0 8.a4

This seems to be

Me, deciding how I want to take on the Caro-Kann

the most popular anti-Marshall
line these days, as seen in the
recent WC match between
Nepomniachtchi and Carlsen.

8...d5!? Black plays the Marshall
anyway! As far as I know, this is
objectively risky for Black, but

can be tricky for White to deal with
in practice.

9.exd5 This move, playing the
position in the spirit of a regular
Marshall, is the most natural, but
maybe not the best.

9.axb5!? might be stronger
objectively, and is worth looking at
if you play 8.a4 from the White
side.

9...Na5 9...Nxd57? 10.axb5+-
10.Nxe5 10.Ba2!? is an attempt to
play it safe, but Black gets some
play after 10...e4 11.Ne5 Nxd5

10...Nxb3

E oW Ed
A 24141

F 3 a

A AH

A

A

AWAY AR WAL

EHAWEHE &

11.Nc6 11.cxb3 Bb7 12.Nc6 Bxc6t
13.dxc6 is possible, but White’s
extra pawn doesn’t seem to be
worth much here. One possible
forcing continuation is 13...Bc5
14.d3 Qd4 (14...Bxf2+!? 15.Kxf2
Qd4+ 16.Kg3 Rae8 17.Rfl with
decent practical compensation, is
also possible.) 15.Be3 Qxb2 16.Bxc5
Qxal 17.Bxf8 Rxf8»

11...Bg4 12.Nxd8? As far as I know,
12.f3 is the best move according to
theory, and the only one that keeps
the balance. In the game, Black
quickly gets the upper hand on the
board, and a large time advantage
to boot, due to his superior
knowledge of this line.

12..Bxd1 13.Nc6? 13.cxb3 Bxb3
14.Rxe7 Rfxd8F was the only good
continuation, according to the
engine. Black is better, but White is
still in the game for now.

13...Nxa1-+ Black simply grabs an
exchange, and White isn’t able to
prove compensation for it. The rest
of the game is given without
comments, as Black converts his
advantage fairly easily.

14.Nxe7+ Kh8 15.Rxd1 Rfe8 16.Nc6
Nxc2 17.d4 Nxd5 18.Bd2 Re6 19.Ne5
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f6 20.Nf3 b4 21.h4 Re4 22.Bc1 Rae8
23.Nbd2 Re2 24.Nb3 Ne1 25.Nh2 Nb6
26.Nc5 a5 27.Nf1 Nc2 28.Bf4 Nd5
29.Bc1 Re1 30.Rxe1 Rxe1 31.Nb3
Nxd4 32.Nxd4 Rxc1 33.g3 Rb1 34.b3
c5 35.Ne6 Rxb3 36.Nxc5 Rc3 37.Ned4
b3 38.Nxc3 Nxc3 39.Nd2 b2 40.Kf1
b1Q+ 41.Nxb1 Nxb1 42.Ke2 Nc3+
43.Kd3 Nxa4 44.Kc4 Nb6+ 45.Kb5 a4
46.Kb4 h5 47.Kc3 a3 48.Kb3 Nc4
49.f3 g5

0-1

This next game features a thematic
pawn sacrifice that gives Black
great play and unopposed control
of the dark squares.

Abe,T - Takashima,B

Tokai Open Nagoya (1),

KID Saemisch Variation, Panno
Variation [E84]

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6
5.f3 0-0 6.Be3 Nc6 7.Nge2 a6 8.Qd2
Rb8 9.Ng3? This move blocks
White's g-pawn and weakens the
important d4-square.

A better way to play is to fight
against Black's ...b5 break. One way
to do this is 9.Rc1 Bd7 10.Nd1
planning to meet 10...b5?! with
11.c5!

9..e5! 10.d5 Nd4! This thematic
pawn sacrifice is completely correct.
If White accepts the pawn, Black
will get a tremendous bishop on g7
as compensation.

11.Bxd4?! 11.Nge2 is safer, but
requires White to admit that putting
the knight on g3 earlier was a
mistake. It is psychologically easier
to keep going forward instead of
admitting that one was wrong
earlier!

The tournament winners from left to right: Takashima Bunji, Scott Tyler, Mizumoto Takahiro

11..exd4 12.Nce2 c¢5 If left
unharmed, the pawn on d4 is a huge
thorn in White's side, so he is forced
to capture en passant.

Unfortunately for him, this opens
the b-file for Black.

13.dxc6 bxc6 14.Nxd4 Qb6+ 15.Nb3

Eg Ed
F Y-
AWz s AHai

B A
) A
AVAN AP
p=4 e E

Black's next move may not have
been the best, but his compensation
should be quite obvious by now in
any case.

15...d5!? 15...Nd7 heading to c5, is
probably the best way to increase
the pressure. White should not grab
d6 in positions like this one, as he
will just fall further behind in
development and open more lines
for Black's pieces.

16.c5 Qc7 17.0-0-0 This looks really

dangerous with Black's pieces
coordinating on the b2-square.

17.Be2 dxe4 18.fxe4 Ng4! (18...Rd8
19.Qa5! Qe7 20.0-0 looks just
about tenable for White, though
still unpleasant.) 19.0-0 Be5 looks
dangerous for White. Black
completely dominates the dark
squares.

17...dxe4 18.fxe4 Be6 19.Bxa6? Qa7
20.Qe2 Bxb3 21.axb3 Rxb3-+ Black's
attack is simply too strong for White
to deal with. Notice how the knight
on g3 has done absolutely nothing
the entire game, and is too far away
from the queenside to help in the
defence.

22.Qc4 Rfb8 23.Rd2? Bh6 24.Rhd1
Rxb2 25.Ne2 From here, the score
notes were too unclear to be read.
White is lost in any case and went
on to lose shortly.

0-1
Chubu Rapid Open

This tournament occurred on July
10th. It consisted of 5 rounds, with
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a time control of 25/10. Players
from many different parts of Japan
came to participate, including
Olympiad team members IM
Kojima-san and CM Tu-san.

This first game illustrates how a
player can drift the wrong way
when he or she has a good position,
but lacks an obvious plan. I can
certainly empathize with Okabe-san
here, as I have lost many good
positions myself!

Okabe,Yuma - Tran Thanh ,Tu
Chubu Rapid Open (2)
Nimzowitsch Defence [B0OQ]

1.e4 Nc6 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 Nf6 4.Nc3 g6
This is one of Tu-san's favorite
setups against 1.e4. As we will see,
however, it is a bit dodgy if White
comes to the board prepared.

5.Be3 Bg7 6.Qd2 a6 7.d5!? Not the
only way to play, but a logical one
that challenges Black's setup by
taking even more space in the
center.

7...Ne5!? 7...Nb8 would keep Black's
structure intact, but it undevelops a
piece and leaves White clearly
better after almost any logical move.

8.Nxe5 dxe5 9.f3 h5 10.h4 It seems a
bit early to commit to this move, as
Black hasn't castled kingside yet and
might not do so.

10.0-0-0 looks a bit more precise.
One possible continuation is 10...b5
11.Kb1 e6 12.Be2 exd5 13.exd5
Bb7 14.a4!? b4 15.Ne4 Nxd5
16.Bg5 f6 17.Nc5 Bce6 18.Bc4 fxg5
19.Ne6 Qd6 20.Bxd5 Bxd5 21.Qxd5
Qxd5 22.Nxc7+ Kf7 23.Nxd5=+

10...Bd7 11.a4 Qb8 Black removes
his queen from the d-file, probably

to make breaking with ...c6 or ...e6
safer. In any case, his lack of space
and doubled e-pawns make his
position quite uncomfortable to
play, at least to my eye.

12.a5 c6 13.Bc4 13.dxc6 Bxc6 14.Bc4
0-0 15.0-0% also looks quite nice for
White, who has a space advantage,
a better pawn structure, and the
potential to maintain control of the
d-file due to an eventual Bb6,
controlling the d8-square.

13...cxd5
How should White recapture?

14.Bxd5 14.Nxd5! was even better.
Black is close to positionally busted
here.

14...Nxd5

a) 14...Qd6?! 15.0-0-0 Bc6
(15...6?? 16.Nxf6+) 16.Nb6
Qxd2+ 17.Rxd2 Rb8 18.Rhd1=;

b) 14...Qc8? 15.Nb6 Qc7 16.Nxa8

Qxc4 17.Nb6 Qc7+- White is just

up an exchange with a dominating
position.;

c) 14...Be6 15.Qb4! Bxd5 16.exd5
0-0 17.Qxe7=;

15.Bxd5 Qc7 (15...Bc6 16.Bxc6+
bxc6 17.0-0-0 0-0 18.Bb6=+;
15...e6 16.Bb3 Bc6 17.0-0-0=+

Black's bishops don't have any
targets, and the b6-square
continues to be a problem.) 16.Bb6
Qc8 17.Ra3! followed by Rc3, with
ongoing problems for Black on the
queenside dark squares.

14..Qc7 15.Bb6 Qc8 16.Be3
16.0-0-0?! looks inaccurate, due to
16...Bh6 17.Be3 Bxe3 18.Qxe3 ,but
even without the bishops, White
maintains a slight edge.

16..Bc6 17.Bb3 17.0-0-0 Bxd5
18.Nxd5+ was simple and good for
White. With the dark-squared
bishops on the board, it is tough for
Black to equalize, nevermind the
weak b6-square and doubled e-
pawns.

17...0-0 18.Bh6? Sometimes we have
a good position, but lack a clear
plan. In this case, trading off Black's
worst piece for one of White's best
ones is clearly the wrong way to go,
and perhaps spurred by time
pressure, White begins to lose his
way.

18.Na4!? looks good. For instance
18...Bxa4 19.Rxa4 Rd8 20.Qe2=+;
18.0-0-0! was simple and good.
Black cannot take control of the d-
file because of Bb6. For instance,
18...Rd8 (18...Qc7 19.Bb6) 19.Qe2
(19.Qxd8+ Qxd8 20.Rxd8+ Rxd8
21.Na4 Bxa4 22.Bxa4 = is also
good.) 19...Qc7 20.Bb6+

18...Kh7 19.Bxg7? It wasn't too late
for White to change his mind with
19.Be3+

19..Kxg7 20.Qg5?! This move
doesn't really do anything. White
needs more than just a queen to
launch an attack.

20...Qc7 21.g4 21.Ne2 Rad8 22.Ng3
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e6+ doesn't lead anywhere either.

21...Rad8¥ 22.Ne2 Rh8 23.Ng3 hxg4
24.n5 24.fxg4? Nxe4 25.Nxe4
(25.Nf5+ Kf8-+) 25...Bxe4 26.0-0?
Qc5+ 27.Kh2 Rxh4+! 28.Qxh4
Rd2+—+ leads to an eventual mate,
though I am not sure either player
would have found it with little time
on the clock.; 24.Nf5+ Kf8 25.Nh6
isn't fast enough. Black can just play
25...gxf3 26.Nxf7 Nxe4 27.Qxe5
Qxe5 28.Nxe5 f2+ 29.Ke2 Ng3+—+

24...gxf3 25.Nf5+ at first glance, this
looks a bit scary, but it doesn't lead
anywhere.

25.Bxf7 looks dangerous, but leads
nowhere after 25...Kxf7 26.hxg6+
Kg8 avoiding Nf5+ 27.Rxh8+ Kxh8
28.Nf5 It looks like White is about
to deliver mate, but Black's counter
attack comes just in time. 28...f2+
29.Ke2 Bb5+ 30.Kf3 Be2+!
31.Kxe2 Qxc2+—+

25..Kf8 26.Nh6 f2+ 27.Kf1 Nxe4
28.Qe3 Nd2+ 29.Kxf2 Nxb3 Here
White lost on time, but the position
is lost in any case.

0-1

The players hard at work during the 2nd round game of the tournament

This next game is my win against
Kojima-san. It features a long
theoretical variation that leads to a
slightly better ending for White. I
think the point here is that, even if
a variation leads to no tangible
advantage on the board, it can give
the prepared player a big
advantage psychologically and on
the clock. Under pressure, even
strong titled players are capable of
losing positions that should
otherwise be defendable. As many
strong players have said: “the
position is drawn, but the game is
not.”

Scott,Tyler — Kojima,Shinya
Chubu Rapid Open Round (5)
Two Knights Defence [C58]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.Ng5 d5
5.exd5 Na5 6.Bb5+ c6 7.dxc6 bxc6
8.Bd3 Ng4!? Ive never really
understood why people choose this
line, as it seems to lead by force to a
slightly better risk-free ending for
White. That said, if White is not
careful early on, Black can
sometimes just win the game
straight out of the opening...

9.Ne4 f5 10.Be2 h5 11.h3 11.Nec3?
Bc5 12.0-0?? Qh4—+ is an example
of how White can lose straight away
if he is not careful.

11...fxe4 12.hxg4 Bc5 13.Nc3 13.b4
Qd4 14.bxc5 0-0 15.0-0 Qxal
16.Nc3 is the other main direction
here, and might also be better for
White, but the line played in the
game is simpler.

13...Qd4 14.0-0 0-0 15.Qe1 hxg4 16.d3
exd3 17.Bxd3 Rxf2 17..g3 is a
playable, though slightly inferior,
alternative.

18.Qxf2 Qxf2+ 19.Rxf2 g3 20.Ned
gxf2+ 21.Kf1 Bd4 21...Bb6 22.b4 is
the alternative, but White's pieces
seem to be better-placed in that line,
and Black has long-term problems
with his structure.

22.Bd2 Nb7 23.Bc3 Be6 From here
my theoretical knowledge ended,
and I started to think on my own.
Despite my opponent knowing the
theory up until around here, he
played the opening quite slowly,
giving me a significant time
advantage.
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The tournament winners from left to right:

Okuno Rion (4th), Tran Thanh Tu (3rd), Scott Tyler (1st), Kojima Shinya (2nd)

24.Bxd4 exd4 25.Kxf2 Bd5
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26.Re1

26.Rh1 might have been better. It
was difficult to decide where to put
the rook during the game. 26...Re8
27.Ng5 Nc5 28.Bh7+ Kf8 29.Rh4
d3 30.cxd3 Bxa2« is one possible
continuation, though I am not sure
if it is anything special for White.

26...Kf8 27.Rh1 Re8 28.Rh8+
28.Rh4!? could be considered.

28...Kf7 I spent a bunch of time here
thinking about what to do, and
ultimately traded the rooks as I
figured at best my opponent would
hold a draw, and that I had no risk
of losing.

29.Rxe8 29.Rh4!? might be best,
keeping some pressure, though with
care, I think Black is okay.

29...Kxe8 30.b3 Ke7 31.Kg3 At this
point, I figured the game would end
in a draw once some minor pieces
got exchanged, but in time trouble,
my opponent started to go wrong.

31...Bxe4?! This is probably where
Black first started to go wrong.

31...Nd6 looks safer, and is
probably a draw.

32.Bxe4 Around here, 1 stopped
recording my moves, due to time
trouble, so I apologize if there are
any move-order mistakes in the
remainder of this game.

32..Kd6 33.Kf4 Nd8? This was
probably the losing move, believe it
or not. Now the white king easily
puts pressure on the g7—pawn.

33...Nc5! 34.Bd3 Nd7 35.Kf5 Ne5
keeping the white king out of g6,
was probably best. The engine still
prefers White here, but I am not
sure how to make progress. 36.b4!?

stopping ...c5, may be the best try.
36...Kd5 37.g3 Nd7 38.Kg6 This is
quite tricky for Black to defend, and
with best play, I am not sure he is
even able to do so. For instance
38...Nf6 39.a3 Ke5 40.Kf7
(40.Kxg7!? Nh5+ 41.Kf7 Nxg3
42.Ke7 might give White some
chances, due to his king invading
the Black position, but in principle I
would prefer to not lose the g-
pawn.) 40...Kd5 41.Be2! controlling
h5 41...Ke5 42.Bf3 g5 43.Bxc6=+

34Kf5 c5 35Kg6 Ne6 36.g3+-
Suddenly the g7-pawn is in trouble,
due to the threat of Bd3—c4 or Bf5,
attacking its defender.

36..Ke5 37.Bd3 a5 38.a4 Nc7
38...Kd6 39.Bc4 and Black loses the
g7 pawn.

39.Kxg7 1 don't remember what
happened from here, but the
combined threat of the g-pawn, in
conjunction with White's king
invading the black position from the
7th rank, caused my opponent to
resign a few moves later.

1-0

Overall, two more great
tournaments here in Nagoya! As
always, a big thank-you to the
tournament director, Horie-san, for
organizing the events.

The next major tournament in
Nagoya is the Nagoya Open,
scheduled for November 13th. I
hope to see you there!
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01 1.Nxe4

02 1.Bhé

03 1.d5

04 1.dxe5

05 1.Kc4

06 1.Rcl

07 1.Rc6+

08 1.Nc2

09 1..Nf5+

10 1..f6
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