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Takayasu Melody
Aoshima Mirai
Japan Chess Classic 2023(1)

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Be3?!
Ng4 7.Nxc6 bxc6 8.Qd2 Nxe3
9.Qxe3 Qb6 10.Qxb6 axb6 11.f4
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14.c3 b5 15.Bb3 Be6 16.Bxeb
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Kojima Shinya
Aoshima Mirai
Japan Chess Classic 2023(7)

1.Nf3 d5 2.d4 Nf6 3.c4 e6 4.Nc3
Nbd7 5.Bf4 dxc4 6.e3 Nd5
7.Bxc4 Nxf4 8.exf4 Nb6 9.Bb3
Be7 10.0-0O O-O 11.Qe2 c6
12.Rfe1 Bf6 13.Rad1 a5 14.Ned
a4 15.Bc2 Nd5 16.g3 g6 17.a3
Bg7 18.h4 Qb6 19.Bb1 Bd7
20.h5 Rfd8 21.Rd2 Be8 22.Ba2
Qc7 23.hxg6 hxgé 24.Kg2 b6
25.Rc1
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46.Kg2 Qb3 47.Qc8+ Kg7
48.Qc5 Kg8 49.Qc8+ Kg7 50.c5
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Tournament Report

Poggenpoel Flipi

The playing hall has gone from quiet
to silent as more and more players
have finished their games and left
the room to socialize and analyze
outside.

Some of them came past our board
on the way out and now, with
minutes left on the clock for us both,
a small group of onlookers have
gathered to see how it will end.

It's my move. Somehow I've gotten
into a winning position. Can't think
too long though. I pick up my
remaining knight, a piece that has
travelled the entire board at this
point, and place it on c5 behind

my king. As I press the clock my
opponent reaches for it as well and
offers me her hand. I won! 4/7

in my first FIDE rated event! The
realization comes in a rush and soon
I will be all smiles.

Coming into this event I had
requested a bye for Round 1 on
Friday and only joined from Round
2 on Saturday. As so often happens,
trusting Google Maps blindly was
not the best way to get to the
KIITO Exhibition Centre where the
event was held, but thankfully it
turned out to be an easily walkable
distance from Kobe's main station
in Sannomiya. Another unknown
for me was the use of Peatix to
manage tickets for the event, but
this ended up being quite smooth
and I was checked-in and looking
for my board and friends soon
enough. The social aspect of OTB
chess is definitely worth more than
a simple mention, providing a great
opportunity to engage with new
and old acquaintances and maybe
making a few new friends too. In
terms of the playing hall, the boards
were split equally across two playing
halls and during the remaining 6
rounds I would start and revisit the
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higher boardroom, but spend most
of my time in the lower boardroom
(as I came to think of it).

Although I experienced every second
of it at the time, the path to my first
ever FIDE rating seems a lot shorter
in hindsight:

Friday: I did not play in Round 1,
but an honorary mention must go

to the live-stream which allowed

me to catch a fellow Osaka player
kicking off her tournament on board
3 against the eventual winner of the
tournament. She even got a winning
advantage during the game, but
unfortunately could not hold it till
the end.

Saturday: In Round 2 I opened
poorly with black in a Rossolimo,
but found a poisoned pawn trap
which my opponent walked into
(likely being lulled by my poor play).
Unfortunately I then continued




making weakening moves and
ended up scrambling for a draw
by sacrificing everything in sight.
In Round 3 I tried the Sdmisch
as white against the King's
Indian Defense, again making
some poor decisions in the early
game however and this time my
opponent did not give me any
second chances, as things went
from bad to worse until I missed
a final draw'sh chance in the
endgame and got crushed.

Sunday: Round 4 saw me on

the black side of a London,
where some irregular move-
ordering helped me bamboozle
my opponent into dropping

some material and giving me a
winning advantage. In Round

5 I had white in a full-circle
transposition from a Slav to a
Semi-Slav and finally a Queen's
Gambit Declined. Although the
engine finds it in milliseconds,
19.0-0! felt like the bravest move
I have ever played. This game was
my first true bladder-test as well,
as we progressed into the 4 hour-
zone, continuing play on minutes
and seconds, before my opponent
flagged and I rushed off to the
bathroom.

Monday: Our last day started
rough for me, where as white
against a King's Indian I again
trotted out the Sdmisch for
another unsuccessful try. I spent
slightly more than 30 minutes on
19.f4? and followed it up with the
even more weakening 21.e5??,
which landed me in a losing
endgame once all the trades were
done. It is probably for the best
that Friedrich Sdmisch could

not see what I was doing to his
opening.

And so we arrived at Round 7,
where I would go up against

a Woman Candidate Master
(WCM) for all the marbles and a
chance at a plus score. Multi-day
tournaments definitely take their
toll alongside the knowledge of

it being the final round and you
could see the impact on many of
our faces when the clocks started.
As black in a Bogo-Indian I played
somewhat on auto-pilot at first,
for the third time landing myself
in a tricky situation when I missed
the required pawn move and gave
white's knight a the d4 square.
Perhaps as a consequence of our
energy levels a lot of pieces came
off the board in the following few
minutes and by move 20 I thought
I had white on the backfoot,
having to keep two isolated pawns
safe against my pawn majority
with only rooks and knights left.
The game remained equal for
another 20 moves however, until
white miss-stepped slightly and
gave me a chance to take the
initiative with my travel-hungry
knight and slowly moving king.
The game was far from over but
over the following 30 moves I was
able to realise my advantage and
finally reach 72..Nc5, where my

opponent conceded the game.

The Kobe Chess Classic was an
exhilarating, frustrating and
joyous weekend. A 7 round FIDE
rated event with 80 players, some
of whom came from overseas

to participate, is not a daily
occurrence here in Kansai and the
local players were quick to grab
their tickets when registrations
opened up. To my shame I wasn't
even completely sure I would
attend until it was almost sold
out, but luckily I did and I have
been strongly reminded that a
large OTB tournament is one of
the peak experiences that this
great game offers. While there
are various other events taking
place on the Tokyo side the rest
of the year, we will all be eagerly
awaiting any announcement of
more events to come here in
Kansai. At which point, I hope to
see you there!

(I wonder if others sit on the FIDE
website and refresh every few
minutes, hoping to see their brand
new FIDE rating displayed? Not
that I am doing that..)
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