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Team aspect adds

to the competitiveness

and the fun.
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When and why did you come to
Japan?

| came to Japan in September
2000. The Olympics were on TV at
the time, and | remember watching
Q-chan (Naoko Takahashi) win the
marathon. | was 25 years young,
and | had recently qualified as a
high school teacher. Many of my
friends were international students
there in England. | asked myself, ‘If
students can come here, why can’t
| go somewhere?” So | did. The
world is a big place, and one need
not stay where one starts due to
geographical accident of birth. I left
for Japan, and gave myself 5 years
to think about it, my ‘Five-year
Plan’ as | called it. 24 years later, |
am still here, and this is my home.
Japanisa good place to be.
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How did you get interested in
chess? Can you tell us about
playing chess in your home
country when you were younger.
My father and my brother taught
me to play from when | was 6 years
old. | also watched a TV program
called ‘Play Chess’, which was on
TV during the school summer
holidays. | played a little at the
school chess club, before our head
teacher found out about a local
junior tournament. | entered this
when | was 9, entered more events
the next year, started reading chess
books, got better, and started
winning junior events. | also
participated in adult events from
the age of 10. | got into the
England Under 11 team, and later
represented
international events through my

England at

R |\ | 97

teens. My first FIDE rating was
2315, achieved at 14, published
when | was 15.

How did you get started playing
chessin Japan?

When | arrived in Japan | wasn’t
playing chess at all. | had not
consciously ‘quit’; | just was not
playing. Often there are other
priorities in life. But after a few
months | became curious, and |
asked my Japanese teacher Hiroko
if she could help mefind outif there
was any chess in Japan. She found
out about AnPasan (En Passant)
club in Osaka for me. | went there
a few times, and started entering
some events, all of which were
held in Tokyo. A year or so later |
won the Japan Championship in
2002. | admit that when | played in
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the Japan team on board 1in 2004
I still did not have any chess books
or ChessBase software. | studied
with online sources from a hotel
PC. | did well enough though at
that Olympiad with 6.5/11 (5 wins,
3 draws, 3 losses) on board one
despite this. Considering | started
there with 0/2, that’s pretty good |
think. Two decades on, | now have
many hundreds of books and
databases, and am much more
informed now.

Can you tell us about your
current job?

| teach full-time at a private
university in Kansai. | am currently
Dean of the department (S5EXER
), a position [ will hold for the next
two years. | am terribly busy in this
new role. | have taught many

language and culture related topics
over the years.

You play for the Osaka team,
who are the current Japan team
champions. Can you tell us about
your connection to chess in
Osaka, and more generally about
your experience in team events?

| have played on and off at
AnPasan club in Osaka since 2000
or2001. | cannot remember clearly,
but | think we started the Osaka
team around 2016. We won the
Japan club team championship in
2018 (team members: Bibby, Scott,
Tang, Hirao) and won again in 2023
(team members: Kojima,
Nakahara, Bibby, Matsuo, Hirao).
Strong young player, and recent
Osaka University graduate Yuto
Otawa is also part of our extended

FM Simon Bibby playing chess in Tianjin, Chinain 2019
for the Japan universities team.
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squad. | enjoy team events and
have played a lot of team chess
ever since | was very young - junior
teams, club teams, area teams,
national teams and all sorts. For
me, the team aspect adds to the
competitiveness and the fun. It’s
nice to be part of something bigger
than oneself.

What chess books or writers
would you recommend to a chess
learner?

| strongly recommend the classics
of Irving Chernev, which typically
feature strong master players
beating amateurs. These games
are instructive because we see
ideas, not just moves. We see
plans being enacted and coming
to fruition. Another classic was
recommended to my mother for
me by leading UK coach Kathy
Hindle, ‘The Art of The Checkmate’
by Renaud and Kahn. This book
features all the checkmate formats,
all the ways to finish the game. The
next step up after these books
might be Grandmaster games
collections, starting with, for
example, Capablanca, Rubinstein,
then Botvinnik, Smyslov, Keres,
then Fischer, then the games of
Kasparov. But jumping straight into
modern GM games collections
before Chernev is dangerous, |
think - it’s too much complexity
and difficulty too early, like
thinking one should now learn how
to pilot a fighter jet, having just
learned to ride a moped.



Outside of chess, what do you
like to do in your free time?
During the COVID-19 pandemic, |
started Krav Maga, which is
basically pure, no rules fighting
training. Not a sport, not a martial
art, it’sjust fighting for self-defence.
| did this for two years before
injuring my knee. Now | go to the
gym a lot, and | am interested in
strength training. My personal
target is ‘Fit by Fifty’! | also read a
lot.

What do you sing at karaoke? Do
you have a '18-ban' song?:)

| have sung ‘Copacabana’ by Barry
Manilow a lot over the years. | am
enthusiastic but not musically
talented, sadly. Oh, how | wish |
were:--!

| know you like music and
movies, so next is a chess/music
question! What's the best song
about chess or
chess?

There is no doubt about this. It’s
‘Bad Losers On Yahoo Chess’ (Half
Man Half Biscuit).

mentioning

It's about

someone who lost in an online
game, got upset, and logged off.
Hey, the song starts, ‘Checkmate!’
The most famous chess-related
song is likely the duet ‘I Know Him
So Well’ (Barbara Dickson and
Elaine Paige) from the musical
Chess. It was number one for 4
weeks in the UK single chart. Itis a
beautiful lament, sung by two
great singers, but lyrically not so
much about the game of chess
itself.

Following this, what do you think
is the best chess scene on screen?
Firstly, one must cite The Seventh
Seal (dir. Ingmar Bergman, 1957)
where Death plays chess against
the knight. Linking music and
movies, the wonderful Scott Walker
sang ‘The Seventh Seal’ (1969, on
the album ‘Scott 4’) is a 5-minute
song about this movie and this
chess match. Perhaps the best
chess scene is in the James Bond
film ‘From Russia with Love’ (Dir.
Terence Young, 1963) which plays
known  Spassky-
Bronstein game. Recently of course

out a well

‘The Queen's Gambit’ on Netflix
was about US prodigy Beth
Harmon’s progress in the game.
The chess was portrayed well in
this series.

Canyou recommend agood non-
chess book to read, or a good TV
series to watch?

The TV series ‘The Three Body
Problem‘ was recently released on
Netflix, from March 21st 2024. This
is good, certainly. But | really do
recommend everyone to go to the
source, and read the book trilogy.
The biggest, wildest, most mind-
blowing read. Other favourite
writers of mine are Tolstoy, Saki,
George Orwell, Murakami Haruki.

To be continued to the next issue...
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C.Matsumura - C.Kuhn
Top Jeunes 2020

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
e5 5.Nb5 d6 6.c4 Be7 7.N1c3 a6
8.Na3 f5 9.exf5 Bxf5 10.Bd3 Be6
11.Nc2 Nf6 12.0-0 O-0 13.b3 Qd7
14.Bb2 Rae8 15.Ne3 Bd8 16.Ncd5
Kh8 17.Rc1 Ne7 18.Nxf6 gxf6
19.Qh5 Rf7 20.c5 d5 21.f4 e4 22.f5
Nxf5 23.Nxf5 Bxf5 24.Rxf5 exd3
25.Rxd5 Qe6 26.Rxd3 Rg8 27.Qd5
Qe2 28.Rd2 Qe3+ 29.Kh1 Rfg7
30.Qxd8 h6 31.Qd3 Qe6 32.Rf1
Rg6 33.Qd6 Qe3 34.Bxf6+ R8g7
35.Bxg7+ Rxg7 36.Rf8+ Kh7
37.Qd3+ Qxd3 38.Rxd3 Re7 39.h3
Rc7 40.b4 Kg7 41.Rfd8 Kgé
42.R3d7 *
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v0l.9 Mikhail Tal

Mikhail Tal (ST - 2L,
1936-1992)
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Tal, M
Skuja, R
LAT-ch Riga 1955

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 d6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Nf3
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Bg7 5.93 O-0 6.Bg2 Nbd7 7.0-0
€5 8.Qc2 Re8 9.Rd1 c6 10.b3 Qc7
11.e4 a6 12.Ba3 c5 13.dxc5 Nxc5
14.b4 Ne6
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Tal- Skuja 14...Ne6
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18...Bd7 19.Qxb4 a5
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23.fxe8Q+ Rxe8 24.Rcl! Qxa3
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. 25..e4 26.Rxg7 exf3 27.Rxh7+
Kg8 28.Rcg7+ Kf8 29.Rf7+ Kg8
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23.fxe8=Q+ Kxe8

23..Rxe8 24.Rcl! Qxa3 25.Rcc7
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26...Qc2 27.Ne4!
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27...Be7 28.Rxe7+!!
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28...Kxe7 29.Bg5+ Kf8
29...Keb6IC1330.Bh3+TT,

30.Rd8+ Kg7 31.Rd7+ Kh8 32.h4
Ra1+ 33.Kh2
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33..Rd1 34.Nd6 Qxf2 35.Nf7+
Kg7 36.Bh6+ Kf6 37.Rxd1
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37...b3 38.Rf1 Qxf1 39.Bxf1 e4
40.Bc4 b2 41.Ba2 b1=Q 42.Bg5+
Kg7 43.Bxb1 1-0
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Tal, M
Smyslov,V
Candidates 1959

1.e4 c6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 e5 4.Ngf3
Nd7 5.d4! dxe4 6.Nxed4 exd4
7.Qxd4 Ngf6 8.Bg5 Be7
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Botvinnik, M

Tal, M

World Championship 1960 (6)
1.c4 Nfé 2.Nf3 g6 3.g3 Bg7
4.Bg2 O-0 5.d4 d6 6.Nc3 Nbd7
7.0-0e58.e4 ¢69.h3 Qb6 10.d5
cxd5 11.cxd5 Nc5 12.Ne1 Bd7
13.Nd3 Nxd3 14.Qxd3 Rfc8
15.Rb1 Nh5 16.Be3 Qb4 17.Qe2
Rc4 18.Rfc1 Rac8 19.Kh2 f5
20.exf5 Bxf5 21.Ra1
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28.Kg1 Bf4 29.Nxe2 Rxc1
30.Nxd4 Rxe1+ 31.Bf1 Be4
32.Ne2 Be5 33.f4 Bf6 34.Rxb7
Bxd5 35.Rc7 Bxa2 36.Rxa7 Bc4
37.Ra8+ Kf7 38.Ra7+ Ke6
39.Ra3 d5 40.Kf2 Bh4+ 41.Kg2
Kd6 42.Ng3 Bxg3 43.Bxc4 dxc4
44 Kxg3 Kd5 45.Ra7 c3 46.Rc7
Kd4 0-1
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01 1.Bg7#

02 1.Qf6+ Nxf6 2.Bg7#

03 1.Qg6+ Rxg6 2.hxg6#

04 1.Qh6+ Kxh6 (1...Kg8 2.Qf8#) 2.Bf8#
05 1.Rh7+Bxh72.g7#

06 1.Qxe6+ fxe6 2.Bg6H#
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1l.e4e6 2.d4d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4. Bd3 Bxc3+
5.bxc3 h6 6.Ba3 Nd7 7.Qe2 dxe4 8. Bxed
Ngf6 9. Bd3 b6 10. Qxe6+ fxe6 11.Bgb#
1-0

HEIE3T R—D

A5t

XA b DL BESTERZRTLEY, ILHBLSANSIE. 2022 F
SARITORADSUVELISD 20740 - DLy LR BSHILERIT
D@z CHERWIILETE LT, RES—F. WHASADRFICHIZZTH
RICEHEFLEELEITFE T, £53HDHESTTVE LT,

HmEEEB

ATEF #HEHAE
LR B

et 8BSAFE  (BEFR)

1T
—MRHEAEAN BAF = XEHE

KEICHBEINIEEE. A S X MEE MEEOEHFEFIC DO VT EMIRE
SLUVEMIGEZIEL X T, BEFEIENZTOI VI —2—ICHD E T,
CER-CRAEL ClFjapanchess.editor@gmail.comFTEFELLIEET L,




	＊九州チェス選手権􏚳􏚱􏚳􏚵 プレイバック - imari-chess ！ (jimdofree.com)

