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Q Tournament Report
. Nanjo Ryosuke

i

Nanjo Ryosuke

Nakahara Kan

Japan Championship 2024(7)
B30

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 The
Sicilian was the least expected
option from my opponent, so
I decided to steer away from a
potential ambush after 3.d4.

3...e6 4.0-0 Nge7 5.d4 cxd4
6.Nxd4 Ng6 7.Be3 7.Be2 This is
another way to play, aiming for a
Maroczy bind structure after c2-c4.
I decided on 7.Be3 mostly from my
opponent’s body language; I felt he
desperately wanted to force
Nxc6-bxc6-Bd3 even at the cost of
some tempi.

7...a67?! 7...Be7 is the top move
here, after which a popular move by
White is 8.Be2 That White so often
voluntarily retreats the bishop from
b5 questions the necessity of a6 by
Black.

8.Nxc6 bxc6 9.Bd3 Be7 10.Qh5
This square is quite comfortable, as
the knight is placed on g6 instead of
the usual f6.

10...e5?! 11.Nd2 Bf6?!

Black is under some pressure and
tries to thwart the f2-f4 push with
his pieces (e5/Ng6/Bf6). However,
Black is considerably behind in
development, moving several pieces
and pawns twice and wasting a
tempo on a7-a6. This would be fatal
- if the position is open.

11...d6 12.g3 with an unstoppable
f-pawn march was what Black was
worried about.

12.f4! After some careful calculation
White plays it anyway !

12...exf4?! The losing move
according to the computer, but also
the only reasonable choice from the
human perspective. Playing literally
every single move to stop your
opponent’s plan only to let it flow
freely, is a pill too bitter to swallow.
12...0-O (or any other move) 13.f5
fails to stop the kingside stampede.

13.e5! Of course White opens more
lines.

13...Nxe5 Other moves are
straightforward:

13...Bg5 14.Ne4+- with the dual
threat of Nd6+ and Nxg5.
13...Bxe5 14.Bxgb6 fxgb

15.Qxe5+ +-

13...fxe3 14.exf6 exd2 15.fxg7 Rg8
16.Bxg6 hxg6 (16...Qb6+ 17.Kh1
Rxg7 18.Qe5+ Kf8

(18...Kd8 19.Qxg7) 19.Bxf7 Rxf7
20.Qh8+ Ke7 21.Rael+ dxelQ
22.Rxel+ Kd6 23.Qe5# is a pretty
detail) 17.Qh8 Ke7 18.Qh4+ Kd6
19.Qg3+ Kc5 20.Rxf7+- and after
Qf2+ next White will play either
Rf8 and win a rook or Rf3 and mate
the king.

14.Bxf4 Nxd3

Again the consistent move.

14...d6 15.Bxe5 dxe5 16.Ne4+
White has barely sacrificed and still
has a strong attack.

15.Bd6!! The move of the game,
slicing the board in two a la
Kasparov (who probably retired
from competitive chess before my




opponent was born). White, a piece
and a pawn down and about to lose
even more material, continues with
his own attack with a move that isn’t
a check, a capture or even a threat
to capture. The black king is now
stuck in a ‘kill zone’ with the entire
white army ready for the assault,
while the remaining black pieces are
stuck on the other irrelevant slice

of the board, unable to defend the
monarch in any way.

15...Qb6+ 16.Kh1 Nf2+ Black’s idea
when he entered these complications
- the smothered mate motif makes
him a full rook up, while the black
queen hurries to rescue the king
from mating threats.

16...Qb5 This is another way for

the queen to join the defence, but
ultimately Black falls short 17.Qe2+
Ne5 18.c4 Qxb2 19.Rab1 Qd4 Black
has managed to keep the barricade
on e5 for now, but... 20.Rxf6 gxf6
21.Ne4 White sacrifices another
exchange, and now nearly every
dark square except for e5 is White’s
21...Kd8 22.Rd1 Qxc4 23.Qf2 Ng4
(23...Qeb6 24. Nc5 Black cannot
hold on to f6 any longer) 24.Qb6+
Ke8 25.Rel+- and Nf6+ is the final
blow.

17. Rxf2 17.Kg1?? Nh3+ 18.Kh1
Qgl+! 19.Rxgl Nf2# of course was
never going to be played.

17... Qxf2 18. Ne4 Kicking the
queen away and attacking f6.

18...Qe3 Black needs to stop Rel at
all costs.

18... Qh4 is another way to keep

an eye on el, but the queen can be
forced away 19.Nxf6+

Qxf6 20.Rel+ Qeb (20...Kd8 21.
Qa5# is cute) 21.Rxe6+ dxeb
22.Qg5 A final double attack on e7

and g7, again both dark squares.
22...Ra7 23.Qxg7+-

19.Nxf6+ gxf6
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20.Qa57?! This was the final point

I saw when I played 12.f4! and
concluded correctly that after
White inevitably captures the black
queen with Rel the position is won
for white. That said there was a
considerably easier route to victory
here and this was a good time

to sit on my hands and check for
alternatives; as the famous Lasker
quote goes, ‘When you have a good
move, look for a better one!’
20.Qh4! Qg5

(20...Kd8 In my original calculations
I thought Black could avoid a pin,
which he does... 21.Qxf6+ but I
missed it runs into a simple mate,
which should have been easy to see
once we reach this close.)
(20...Qe6 21.Rel Ra7 anticipating
the sequence Rxe6+ dxe6 Qxf6
but White doesn’t need to hurry!
22.Qg3! Rb7 23.Rxe6+ dxeb
24.Qg7+- wins the rook on h8)

21.Rel+ Kd8 22.Qb4 Qb5 23.Qf4+-
and the threats on ¢7 and f6 cuts
Black’s agony short.

20...Qe6 21.Re1 h5! After seeing
this move I still thought I was
winning, but I also realized it wasn’t
as easy as expected. With the queen
on a5, f6 doesn’t fall as rapidly as it
does with a queen on h4, and Black
is in time to cover up some holes in
his camp.

22.Qc3 Rh6 23.Ba3 Thinking about
Qb4(c5) ideas.

23...Bb7 24.Rxe6+ dxe6
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25.Qa5! The only winning move,
but fortunately one I intended from
afar. White’s main advantage lies in
Black’s lack of king safety, so White
stops Black from castling long while
threatening a decisive invasion on
c7.

25.Qb4? A triple attack on b7, e7
and f8 surely is natural enough...
25...0-0-0! = but Black performs a
miracle escape, and with the black




king out of the kill zone the position
is no longer better for White.
25.Qd2?? is even worse, stopping
castling and attacking the loose rook
on h6... 25... Rd8!-+ due to White’s
weak back rank, the tables turn
completely here.

25...Rd8 26.Kg1White addresses
the back rank issues and also avoids
any future windmill constructions by
getting away from the corner.

26...Rd7 26...Kd7 27.Qd2+ The
black king still cannot run because
the h6 rook hangs.

27.Qc5 Threatening Qf8# and Qa7,
but Black cannot stop both.

27...Rh8 28.Qa7 White threatens
Qb8+ winning the b7 bishop, so
Black again needs to react.

28...Kd8 29.Qb8+ Bc8

W e e X
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30.Qf4 After forcing some
concessions on the queenside from
Black, the queen suddenly switches
flanks and attacks the completely
unprepared kingside! Black is
unable to defend f6 and is forced to
weaken the kingside dark squares
even further. I think this is a good
illustration of having an unmatched
strongest piece on the board,
constantly making threats on both
flanks faster than the opponent can
defend, thus keeping a grip on the
initiative. They say two rooks beat

the queen if they are coordinated,
but in practice from a certain level
the elusive

coordination is never obtained.

30...f5 31.Bd6 Bottling up the rook,
but more importantly the bishop
covers c7 and keeps the black king
in the kill zone.

31...f6 The dark squares cannot be
left unattended.

32.Qh4 Rf7 33.Be5 Rh6
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An ugly move, but Black wanted to
protect both f6 and h5

33...Rhf8 34.Bd4 and h5 falls, giving
White a plan of pushing the passed
h-pawn.

33...Ke7 34.Bd4 and White will
penetrate the queenside again after
Bc5+, as both black rooks are on
the kingside now.

34.Qb4 Now the queenside again!

34...Ke8 34...fxe5 35.Qd2+ Black
cannot take the e5 bishop because
h6 hangs.

35.Bf4 Rhh7 Black connects his
rooks, but remains passive and
is also too late to help on the
queenside.

36.Qb8 Kd8 37.Qb6+ Ke8
38.Qxc6+ White finally gains
dividends after the many finesses,
but the attack is no less deadly than

before.

38...Bd7 38...Kd8 39.Bd2 wins
material after Ba5. The connected
rooks somehow never seem to help
in a meaningful way.

39.Qa8+ Ke7 40.Bc7 The threat is
Qd8+#, which forces the black king
out of the frying pan, into the fire.

40...e5 40...Rf8 41.Bd6+ wins
material.

41. Bd8+ Kd6 41...Kf8 42.Bxf6+
Be8 43.Bxe5+- picks up two more
pawns, and the storm rages on.

42.Qb8+ Kd5 43.Qb3+ White wants
the black king to come forward,

but without the escourt of the d7
bishop.

43...Kd6 44.Qb4+ Keb6 45.Qb3+
Repeating the position, as there is
no need to hurry.

45...Kd6 46.Qa3+ Checking from a
different square than before.

46...Kd5 If 46...Ke6 47.Qxab+ is the
difference.

47.Qd3+ Now retreating to the 6th
rank will allow Qxa6+

47...Kc5 48.b4+ Kxb4 49.Bb6
Closing the mating net, with Qb3#
being the fastest of all threats.

49...Beb6 49...Ba4 50.a3#
50.a3+ after 50...Ka4 51.Qa6#, so

Black resigns.
1-0
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15. Rac1 Rac8 16. Kh1 Rfd8 17.
Qe3 Qb8 18. f4 e5 19. Ba7 Qa8
20. fxe5 dxe5 21. Bb6
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FrEe LTIE. RO\ TH BT A
— hHBREBLTLEz->TWR LT
BTH B B LIcVWE T BTEHN
I TAIFERT DN BDED
WEHFEICA>TLE> TV,
CNTIE. EOICHEBHEL,

21...Re8 22. a4 Bd7 23. c5 Be6
24. a5 h5 25. Rcd1 Kh7 26. Nd5
Bxd5 27. exd5 Kg8 28. d6

TT. TCHBOHFEAIZZD
BHE. BIZZA—>H A RHN5D
EAE#EL. TSI bz
d5ICEBEDAFETXRBEIED
CXT, e4DR—>EDDOHT
XML ELT. DB
d7THEICET=V\e Nxd7TEUD R
LTHRXATTEDIEL T, X7
DTZILT RN T—IHWTES,
TSI =D ERPEERICEDIA
ATLEWL. BIZE>TFBWLL
SOH—FHEWS, BICL>T
I3 hghE L WK

COFFHOLWVWKSIZTNT
IFR5R70, DEFERT. EFFT
rTR—2DRAZWEE,

LML. CCTRFIAERT
Do

29. Rxf7!!

W=0H5 00T 74 X—0. F
TICEBRE Oy ROTDK
St —BTHEFEESLOSBF
MPIEHLTze COEIBRBDIF
=075 LH7EWN, LH L.
B> cBEEIC8FICLTIDOBEa
IFRT B0 BIRAICCDFZHT
MLIIMTIELTWB, DFD.
1M TIIhBEDXA ~FIBE
Ao T=D1E,

29...Kxf7 30. Bc4+ Kf8 31. Rf1+

CNHRTHEED. CIHHE5D
AA SFIENRICECH 7B D T,
BN %o

31...Nf6 32. Rxf6+ Bxf6 33.
Qh6+ Bg7 34. Qh7 Re6 35.
Bxe6 Ke8 36 Qg8+ Bf8 37.
Qxg6#

32 FHOD Rxfe+HEIBFE, &
A BDLDIL—0%YIDEL
LTW3, £5. COXA MFIE
W= B 00T 74 X% 2
B> THIITADE, £TICH
7)Y

5 7% & 1. T 1L H Vladmir
Belous KDILREEMTF T R
=TI B8 — LT, GM
FTIEHD WS T ZFRIC
TLIBBE STt EXR LS.

Cristhian Ortiz(Deloitte, 1812)
Vladmir Belous(GM, SYMETRA,
2603)

TT B5—RBNALES. C
DRIFERR B WEMAERTSE
%o, TORTIEL L

1.e3 Nfé 2.d4 g6 3.Nf3 Bg7
4.Bd3 0O-0 5.0-0 d6 6.b3 Nbd7
7.Bb2 e5 8.dxe5 Ng4 9.Nc3
Ndxe5 10.Be2 Nxf3+ 11.Bxf3
Ne5 12.Be2 Qh4 13.Rb1 c6
14.Qxd6 Rd8 15.Qa3 Ng4 16.h3
Ne5 17.Qa4 Qg5
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BE« L TiE. BELUWVan't
Kruijs Opening(1.e3) TEAE D
SEVWDEYRE 3y IR T«
Ty hTICbAZFDED
D, FROZEZENMNTTEED S
WeELTWBEWoT-EEES
S, Icfes BORYAEY 3y
D70 T4 TBDICH LT, BED
AXYREY a3y 7IZVHANB D £
Fr. EavT7oB@IcENH
TLWBDHARICHD AT, LH
L. 9 CTICBETIE—KENEE
LTW3, BLEICHEDRD W
SHN SoMDLTEDREBS5H,
ROEDFHNEICHE L.

18.f4

SUTITHDIBRMNS. RICH
BMBFL, TNTIYTUTILT
RNYT—PZRLENTE
%o

18...Qg3 19.fxe5 Bxe5 20.Ne4
Qh2+ 21.Kf2 Bxb2 22.Rxb2
Bxh3 23.Bf3 Bf5 24.c3 Rd3

25.Ng3 Qh6 26.Nxf5 gxf5 27.Qf4
Qg6 28.Rh1 Rad8 29.Re2 Rxc3
30.Rh5 f6 31.Rxf5 Rf8 32.Rh5
Qb1 33.Be4 Qd1

ZLTCCOR@ERE. RIFBH5F
HE LT OO W, HE
S5FETFIvIXA M, (—f)
& LT, 34.Qgd+ Kf7 35.Rxh7+
Ke8 36.Qe6+ Kd8 37.Qe7+ Kc8
38.Qc7#) BFOBOTL—V—
Mo Lfcb. BINRTY Yy Ty k
WNRESTEVWS ZETEUHO
B35,

LHrL. MEBIECCHSEE
%o

34.Bxh7+ Kg7 35.Qh6+ Kf7
BRCEZEBVEDDH. &3
ICHIT2E. LD L. BLEDD
RICRNTEH T HAREZGMITR
HELD o7,

36.Bf5 Rg8 37.Qf4??

HICE>TUEZ DI A —>%5|
WeDhEEEEo7ce €L TE
ICE > TUTRHFBEEAREEDF v
VADEHDRAATE. ZOBRREIC
XA bDOFIEIFE V. LT C
CTHEO—FASTNWITRSE
%o AIFDEEIZ. T OWERE D
TeDDRIEHN D& SIZR X B0

37...Rxg2+ 38.Kxg2 Qxe2+

W=ODFTvITH>T%D
DHL. 914—>TIL—0%HT
%, €L T, TDOHTFEWoF
NFTVvIRIL—TTAUICR
3, oD ATVR—HPIRE
D, RRlFA—T>riaoT.



Tournament Report xaL#-r

LH L. COhHTVE—ICENE
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BEBOFvRAERLTLES
TCo

39.Qf27?7?

BB, 39.Kg3r LTULA
i BHSDF Ty IHERL.
RO—IZR->TcDieh. HERIh
TESTVWBRRDOHF. COL—
THEBEDIIBZ VWS DBEEARET
RS, (DR eHRICIFEE
72)
39...Qxh5 40.Qd2 Qg5+ 41.Kh2
Qxf5

CCHGMoEaMN KB, =
ORE@E. ENf5iIChHoT-ADE
avTEEoTzDEH. K<KR
3. IW—UhEEE, LhHL.
GMIZENTHHFEDSI B>
oo 40..Qg5+% IFTATHDF
VI HEIZ(h2)ICBWVLWTH S,
HRATIN—DVZWBEDZZ TS
A —IRHEREIL. TV RT—
LZzBRIBATZDT,

42.Qxc3 Qe5+

NTEIGIZA— Rz T3
LDV, Z2LTOA— 2Rtz
T3, EDF VT DABNEY
Vs Zeicahd<. o+
YIER— ROk, TNTIEIY
R — LICEBH T 3 ICIFEELD
b, FLTEDFJIFTHMEEFD
RoTayit, 9<ICTHIVR
T—LIZBH L. TOEHFZR
TLICEB D,

43. Qxe5 fxe5 44. Kg3 Keb6 45. e4
c5 46. Kf3 b5 47. Ke3 Kf6 48.
Kd3 Kg5 49. a3 Kf4 50. a4 a6 51.
a5 Kf3

ZLTERTHERE, CORIFEDS
HHRVWTHEDeR—UHE SN
TLFEWL ars7OE—>r3ay
ZBASFIUTIFHRL, RTHPE
BmLIEZ 5,

TTC. CZET. 2RO — LA
EFRTET. £TICGM. Th?
GME WL THBEETIFHEWVWEL

W — Lotz BBt ol
T 7 AR AEDRIRD S WERIC D
wIFBEaM. CnbB—RiE-o
ECERESETHARL,

KD —X>THVladmir
BelousKDEEBLZF IR ZR
B ZUNCFESIEND TH B,
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Bibby SimonzA

Understanding how effort
corresponds to success
is useful for youngsters.

Ee— HoE>

EE—TAIF2002F D2 BATF T EFHEERP
20044, 202FEDF T AA ) YET—REHEZIZL
Hr L. ErLVLEEZS IO TEROSNE LTz 2H
AF—LF T DEFHETITFRERBES A L—HEICKIR
F—L%EFEH. 2018F L 2023FIBHT 2R EK
EEINTVWEY, SElIF. EE—SADFIRAE
ICBITBRBEEZHNIC. FRRBZZRAVWELT,

Do you have any favourite
players, currently or historically?

| won a Paul Keres ‘Best Games’
book when | was 11 and worked
through these games repeatedly.
There is a strong argument that he
was the strongest player to never
become world champion, missing
out on five occasions between the
1930s and 1960s. There is a
plausible theory that there were
‘forces’ pitted against him, as an
Estonian native during Soviet
times. He was a very strong 1.e4 e5
player, as is well known. His games
as black playing against the small
pawn centre in the Ruy Lopez are
particularly instructive. He also
played some wild games on the
white side of the Siclian wing
gambit, which may surprise some
readers here.

Do you think being good at chess
offers players any transferable
life or work skills?

I'll answer in three parts. Firstly,
not a transferable skill as such, but
an understanding of how effort
corresponds to success is useful for
youngsters. At school, students
often do not directly see success
coming from effort, because exams
are often badly constructed and are
infrequent, perhaps just at
semester end. So, effort made to
learn may not be seen to be
yielding progress or any positive
results. Learning can appear...
pointless and fruitless. School for
the sake of school and it’s just
about being present in time and
space - attending.

In chess however, due to
competition with others and

ratings, we can see the connection
and | think this is useful for a

person. | see a parallel for me
currently also with weight training
and chess. There is a lot of effort,
by peers, put into
becoming better - physically and
metaphorically ‘stronger’.
regular

effortful practice yields gains. As a

unseen

Inevitably, over time,

gym novice | am seeing this
currently. In chess, improvement,
through enhanced understanding,
demonstrated by improving play,
enacted through better moves and
improved results, is seen in terms
of wins and rating gains.
Quantifiable success derives from
effortful practice.

Secondly, | suggest chess may
help in terms of falsifiability, which
is, essentially, checking for things
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going wrong and beingincorrect. In
chess we are to not just look for
confirmation that our ideas are
good, but we look for ways in which
a plan can be refuted. We analyze
for how things can work, and for
how they may not work - how the
opponent can defend, and can
repel an attack. This is a useful life
skill, as | suspect a default
setting for humans is to operate
excessively using confirmation
bias, which is actively seeking
evidence only to support pre-
existing ideas. Chess players
look for why things don’t work,
and this is useful in a mental
tool kit.

Thirdly, | suspect that chess
helps in terms of an ability to
concentrate on one particular

task, and to not be distracted.
Might chess have other benefits?
It is plausible to speculate that
chess may help develop creativity,
logical

thinking, mathematical

| ——

skills and the ability to plan. But
that’s going to be difficult to try to
prove in any research.

Could you tell us about what is
the goal of your chess life?

From 2004 when | played in the
Japan team, | had two main goals.
These were not personal, but were
for the national team. The first
goal regarded coaching. | asked
the England team on a night out
what is required, and they told
me. | reported this back to
Watai-san and JCA. Some time
later she contacted me to help
her hire a new national coach
who then started in 2008. We
still have the same coach.
Secondly, there was the issue
of sending the strongest
players, to make the strongest
team, to get the best result.
Previously selection was based
on not just winning events, but
on placing 2nd (and maybe 3rd

e
A

The Osaka team winning Japan Team Chess Championship 2023.

and 4th | think). | explained that
the Swiss system is not built for
accurately  providing  anything
other than the ‘best’ player as the
winner. As a quick shorthand for
‘best’ in an event we can use:
(Current rating + TPR)/2 as a quick
formula. We were using a system
for selection that was not built for
selection, and we were sending
players who struggled on lower
boards. | explained this to new NCS
President Yumiko Hiebert, and she
asked me to look into this. |
researched what many other
countries of similar size and
strength did (including emailing
the Irish chess federation President
about their formula!), created a
survey offering four options to
choose from, surveyed members,
and then reported this to the new
federation. The option getting the
most member votes was the one |
considered the best, and after later
fine-tuning and further discussions,
this is the system JCF now has in
place, combining the two prior
winners of the national title and the
next highest-rated players. And
happily for 2024, we are actually
sending the five highest rated
(= ‘strongest’) players, who are
all available. So, in these two
regards, the job is done, and if
I’m run over by a bus tomorrow,
no major problem.

My feelings about the future are
mixed in terms of my own playing. |
will likely play fewer events held
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outside Kansai, but | will try to play
FIDE-rated events held in Kansai.
It's much easier to play ‘home’
events, and | am absolutely sure
this is reflected in rating
performances, just as it is with
e.g. football and cycling. It’s
important to have one’s own
pillow and bed, and the regular
food in one’s own fridge, and one
performs  better when at
equilibrium and  functioning
according to regular patterns. In
the Tour de France cycling, teams
carry beds and pillows between
stages and hotels. | will not play
every year, but | will continue my
involvement with the Osaka
team. We have a great group of
guys in the team, so I'll try. Might |
improve my FIDE and JCF ratings
enough to get back in the Japan
team? It’s possible, and certainly |
am now physically fitter and
stronger than | have ever been, so
advancing age is not such an issue!
That said, it is good to see younger
players coming through and
improving quickly. 1 am also
interested in becoming an arbiter,
then an international arbiter. | think
| can contribute in this way. It is
useful if arbiters are/were
experienced and fairly strong
players.

Do you have a best game? Or can
you show us a good game you've
played recently in Japan?

My best games are probably
online, on Lichess, and | do have

occasional moments of clarity
there. The first game | ever played
against a Grandmaster was a
resounding win for me, versus
Glenn Flear, and that was discussed
on YouTube with super-GM Mathew
Sadler and WFM Natasha Regan on
their channel. | direct you to watch
that. Let’s not repeat this analysis
of that 1990 win. Instead, | offer
something new, and this game
has some fun sacrifices.

Here is a game from the 2004
Olympiad versus Cyprus. | was on
board one for the Japan team in
2004.

Constantinos Papatryfonos
Simon Bibby
36th Olympiad R10, 2004 [A43]

| was asked to play for the Japan
team quite late. | had played only
24 games that year, not 25, and
when | was invited, | was told |
was 'theoretically' not eligible. But
perhaps other leading players had
declined. Or perhaps the team
needed someone a bit more
experienced to be sacrificed on
board one :) Anyway, | did well
enough for the team with 6.5/11.
This was five wins, three draws,
three losses. | was happy with
this, particularly as | had lost the
first two games. We won Japan's
first ever category gold medals.
Here is a wild game from the
middle of the event. Twenty years
on, and now it's the first time for

me to look at this with an engine
for the first time.

1.d4 c5

It may seem very odd, but my
preparation ended here. | had
found that my opponent played
London system and caveman Bf4,
Qd2 type stuff. But | had seen that
he was poor v 1...c5 and took the
pawn, which | think just isn't good.
It may seem like meta—chess
evaluation, but | saw this and
believed black was already equal
after taking the pawn. | decided to
play it as a Sicilian or Catalan
structure, and just play some
chess.

2. dxc5 Nf6 3. b4

Yes, white should start to think
about getting pieces out. But this
is still okay, and is common
enough in Slav and Queen's
Gambit positions. It is common
enough playing black versus the
Catalan. White is not in trouble
yet.

3...ab5
Undermine the pawn structure.

4. b5
White continues onward.

4...e6
The engine prefers going further
forward with ...e5. | probably
agree.
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5. Qd4

This seems to be asking for
trouble in human terms. Queen
out, and still no development. The
engine asks white to play Ba3. An
unnatural move but it does hold
black up.

5...b6

The engine does not like this and
prefers ...d5. My ...b6 seems more
human, but might | have been a
litle too free giving my pawns
away.

6. cxb6 d5

The engine rates this as +0.5 for
white. That's about half a pawn.
Engines like material and space.
This position type is still familiar
enough from the Catalan, here
reversed. White has a pawn, but a
development deficit and a

backward c—pawn.

7.Ba3

Developing and swapping a
piece. Perhaps e3 or Nf3 may
have been better, getting the
king-side pieces

out. Particularly seeing what
happens soon...

7... Bxa3 8. Nxa3 Qe7

The engines like this move,
...Nbd7 and ...Qd6. This seems
sensible enough to me. Black's
...Qe7 supports a central ...e5
push, looks at the knight, and

eyes the b4 square for checks.
Dark square and central play.

9.Qc3

To the human eye this looks
artificial for white, but the engine
just gives zeroes (meaning 0.00,
which is complete equality).

9..0-010.f3

Top white engine choice here is
Nb1. This is not a human move, |
think. White's f3 now really invites

disaster.

EAHe E ¢
Waaia
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Until 10. f3

10... d4

...Nbd7 is natural and the first
move | thought of. It is the engine
choice, with advantage to black.
But | saw ...d4 as cramping white
and preventing development. And
it was one of those days when |
just felt | had
the wind in my sails...

11. Qd3

The engines prefer ..Qb4+
forcing Kf2, and black is better. |
agree, but | already didn't expect

him to be able to leave the centre.
| was fine with his king staying on
el.

11...e5

| push forward, supporting the
pawn and opening a line for the
bishop. Also | have the pawn push
...e4 in mind and causing him
trouble on the dark squares (f2
square, long diagonal to b2 and
al, and Qb4+) if a knight takes
back and gets to e4.

12. Nc4 Rd8
Engines again prefer ...Nbd7,
and they are probably right here.

13.g3
Engines have little to say here,
but this seems too slow.

13... Nbd7
Finally! And watch its progress...

14. Qa3

| have a clear memory of looking
at this position. | was in 'dream
tactics mode' here, looking at all
sorts of possible wild tactics that |
could try to make work. At this
stage | had the idea of removing
the knight, pushing the d-pawn,
looking at the undefended queen
and looking at various killer knight
discoveries. | remember a young
Nanjo-san, then board 2, after the
game saying he looked around
here and had no idea what was
happening.
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14... Nc5 15. Bg2

Too limp. He needed to play Nh3
or 0-0-0 here. But already it's
very difficult for White.

15... Be6 16. Nxe5 Bd5

Seeing this for the first time in 20
years, | had thought black's
position was very strong already
after this. But the
disagree. The knight on €5 is not

engines

vulnerable currently as the c5
knight is hanging to white's queen.
Black is given an edge after white
moves Bh3 or Rd1, but nothing
big.

17. Nc6

A bad move. The knight was
keeping things together by a
thread. This is swapped and the
position falls. (17.Rd1 would have
been a better try, with ...Rac8
being a good reply)

X E oo
Wil

= &
£ &
p=( &

Until 17. Nc6

&3
8 A
NE

17... Bxc6 18. bxc6
It is unusual to see connected
passed pawns on the sixth rank

like this so early in a game. White
is too far behind in development
though, and | had already seen
the end.

18...d3
It is 'Game Over' now.

19. c7 d2+ 20. Kd1 Nce4
A rook is available, with check.
But it does not matter.

21. fxe4

Giving up the queen, conceding
the game. More sporting might
have been taking the rook with
check and allowing a checkmate.
(21.Qe3 Qa3) (21. cxd8=Q+ Rxd8
22. Qxe7 Queen, rook and two
pawns down on move 22. But it is
black who conquers. Choose the
checkmate: 22...Nf2# or 22...Nc3#

21... Qxa3 22. cxd8=Q+ Rxd8
23.Nf3 Qb2 0-1

That was a nice one to play :) My
respect and thanks to 2004 Japan
teammates Nanjo, Shiomi, Kato,
Hayashi and Yamagishi. We
performed well above our seeding
and it was great for us to be on the

stage receiving our medals.

Full results are here:
https://www.olimpbase.org/
2004/2004jpn.html
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