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Japan Women's Chess Championship 2024
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% " Bansi Prathima, Muthyala

Winning the Japan Women's Chess
Championship 2024 was a remarkable
experience. It was a true testament to
the strength and skill of all the partici-
pants. Every competitor brought their
best game to the board, making it a
fiercely contested tournament. I com-
mend the organizers for conducting
the event smoothly and providing us
with the perfect platform to showcase
our abilities.

Among the many memorable games I
played, two stand out the most for
me—one in Round 4 and another in the
match against WCM Azumi Sakai-san,
the reigning champion of the Japan
Women’s Chess Championship 2023, in
Round 5.

In Round 4, the game held a special
place in my heart, not just because of
the victory but because of the unex-
pected turn it took and the bold deci-
sions I had to make under pressure.

Coming into this game, [ was eager to
prove myself after a challenging draw
the previous day.

As White, I had prepared extensively
for Kojima-san's typical Dutch Defense.
However, to my surprise, she opted for
the Queen's Gambit Declined variation.
This unexpected choice shifted my fo-
cus, and I faced new challenges. The
first critical moment came early in the
game, on move 8.Bg3 Nxg3 happened.
It was a simple exchange, but it opened
up my h-file—a detail I hadn't fully ap-
preciated at the time.

Realizing the potential of the open h-
file, my entire focus shifted to breaking
through on the kingside. The game's
turning point came on move 14 when I
played the unconventional move Ke2.

R4 Bansi Prathima,Muthyala -
Kojima, Natsumi
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It was a risky choice, leaving my king
uncastled in the center. Still, I saw an
opportunity to sacrifice my rook to the
h6-pawn if Kojima-san's e-pawn ever
moved. This would allow Qc2 to check
on gb6, taking advantage of my bishop
pinning her f7-pawn. However, to exe-
cute this plan, I needed to double my
rooks on the h-file quickly, so I gam-
bled on this out-of-the-box move,
which led to a win. This game taught
me a valuable lesson about the impor-
tance of adaptability and the willing-
ness to take calculated risks.
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Another game that left a strong impres-
sion on me was against WCM Azumi
Sakai-san. Playing Black against such a
strong opponent was a challenge I rel-
ished.

The most intriguing moment of this
game came to its conclusion: a combi-
nation of pins, checks, and forks culmi-
nated in one of the most satisfying vic-
tories I've experienced.

On move 11, after Azumi-san made a
small opening error by castling with
0-0, I played Bxh2+, gaining a pawn
and opening up the h-file.
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Bansi Prathima,Muthyala
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I knew I needed to be cautious, so I
concentrated on maintaining as many
pieces on the board as possible, only
exchanging essential ones. My primary
focus became keeping my queenside
intact, as I had a weak a5-pawn and a
vulnerable square on b6. My reason-
ing was simple: I would lose the fire-
power needed to launch a decisive at-
tack on the king if I exchanged too
many pieces. My bishops remained on
the board, both laser-focused on the
white king.

After navigating a tricky defense from
Azumi-san, the critical moment arrived
on move 27 with Qe2 Nf4+.
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This move showcased the power of co-
ordination in chess:

*My queen pinned the g3-pawn.

*My Re8 pinned the e3-pawn.

*My Nf4 delivered a fork to Qe2.




The king was trapped with no viable
moves, leading to Azumi-san's resigna-
tion. The game was over at that point,
and the complexity of that final move
was a chess player's dream.

These games taught me invaluable
lessons about adaptability, risk-taking,
and the intricate beauty of chess.
Whether it was the calculated gamble
in Round 4 or the precise coordination
in my match against Azumi Sakai-san,
each move reflected the delicate bal-
ance between strategy and intuition
that makes chess captivating.

I hope my experiences provide some
insight into the excitement and chal-
lenges of competitive chess. It was an
honor to compete in this tournament,
and I look forward to continuing to
push the boundaries of this incredible
game. Thank you for your continued
support, and I am eager for the next
opportunity to return to the board.
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1.Nf3 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.Nxd4 d5

4.c4 e55.Nf3 d4 6.e3 Nc6 7.exd4 e4
8.Ne5 Qxd4 9.Nxc6 Qxd1+
10.Kxd1 bxc6 11.Nc3 Bf5 12.Be3
Nf6 13.h3 h5 14.a3 Bd6
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1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
Nc6 5.Nb5 d6é 6.Bf4 e5 7.Be3 Be7
8.Nc3 a6? 9.Na3 Nfé 10.Nc4 b5
11.Nb6 Rb8 12.Nxc8 Qxc8 13.f3
Na5 14.Bd3 Nc4 15.Bxc4 Qxc4
16.Qe2 Qxe2 17.Kxe2
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