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IM Tran,Thanh Tu (2420)
Noguchi,Koji (2002)

Japan Chess Championship 2025(2)
AO01

A true champion is not defined
solely by moments of glory, but
by how they respond when the
odds are against them. It’s in the
struggle, the setbacks, and the
silent battles where greatness is
forged. The most resilient warrior
isn’t just the one who celebrates
the victory—but the one who
endures the war, learns from the
wounds, and keeps moving
forward.

This game was one of those
battles. Out of all nine games in
the tournament, this was the only
one where I truly felt
discomfort—where I was tested
under pressure. It was Round 2,
on the very first day, and I had
already made a mistake early on.
The moment it happened, I knew
I had to fight—not to survive, but
to take back control. It wasn’t a
question of “Can I recover?” but
rather, “How do I turn this
around?” That mindset made all

the difference.

1.b3 g6 2.Bb2 Nf6 3.Nf3 Bg7
4.93 b6 We followed the exact

same line from our encounter at
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the Japan Chess Classic in Kobe,
back in 2023. In that game, he
played 4...0-0 and the game
ended in a draw after 68 moves
with lots of twists and turns. Here

Black decided to mirror my setup.

5.Bg2 Bb7 6.c4 ¢5 I'm not sure
of the exact name of this opening,
but it was remarkably
symmetrical. In such a balanced
position, I felt the only way to
seize an advantage was to break
open the center with d4. The
critical decision then became
whether to push d4 immediately

or to castle first.

7.d4 7.0-0 0-0 8.Nc3 d6 9.d4
cxd4 10.Nxd4 Bxg2 11.Kxg2 Qc8
12.e4 Qb7 13.f3 Nbd7 14.Qe2 a6
15.Rfd1 Rac8=

7...cxd4 8.Qxd4 d6 9.Nc3 Nbd7
10.0-0 Rc8 Black kept delaying

castling, which at first didn’t seem

like a big deal—but it turned out
to be a hidden trap that I fell right

into.

11.e47? I spent 15 minutes on this
move, only to realize afterward
that my pawn would be in serious
trouble after Black’s next move.
My idea was to control the d5
square and jump my knight there.
If Black exchanged on d5, 1
planned to recapture with the e-
pawn, opening the e-file and

putting pressure on e7.

11.Rfd1 0-0 12.Qd2 a6 13.Racl




Re8 14.h4 would keep the game
going.

11...0-0 Simple, logical, and
surprisingly powerful. Black’s king
defends the bishop, allowing the
knight on f6 to capture the e4
pawn. It was nearly impossible to
defend that pawn directly, so I
had to shift my focus and look for
compensation for the material
loss. After thinking for another 15
minutes, I found the move Nh4.
Black could still win the pawn,
but only by giving up the dark-
squared bishop. That exchange
would weaken the kingside and
create potential targets. With my
knight positioned on h4, I saw a
chance to generate pressure—

perhaps even launch an attack.

12.Nh4

12.Nd5 e6! I missed this move.
13.Nxf6+ (13.Ne3 Ne8 14.Qd2
Bxb2 15.Qxb2 Bxe4 Black is up a
healthy pawn.) 13...Bxf6 14.Qd2
Bxb2 15.Qxb2 Bxe4 and e4 pawn
still falls.

12.Qe3 Nxe4 13.Ng5 Nxc3
14.Bxb7 Rc7 15.Bg2 Nd1 Black
can trade the knight for the
bishop with this little trick.
16.Raxd1 Bxb2+

al2.e5 A draw would have put
me at a disadvantage in the race
for the championship, but I
should have gone for it. The move
I played in the game instead
carried too many risks. 12...dxe5
(12...Ne8 13.Qe3 dxe5 14.Rad1l
Nd6 15.Nb5 Nxb5 16.cxb5 Rc2

17.Nxe5 Bxg2 18.Kxg2 Qa8+
19.Kg1 Bxe5 20.Bxe5 Nxe5
21.Qxe5 Rxa2 22.Qxe7 the
position is very close to equal)
13.Nxe5 Nxe5 14.Qxe5 Ne4
15.Qf4 Nxc3 16.Bxc3 Bxg2
17.Bxg7 Bxfl 18.Bxf8 Bxc4
19.Bxe7 Qxe7 20.bxc4 White has
a weak pawn on c4, but the

endgame should be defensible.

12...Nxe4 13.Qe3 Ndc5 14.Rfe1
Nxc3 14...Rc7 Black should have
maintained the tension and
focused on improving piece
activity. If White wants to trade, it
should be on White’s terms.
15.Rad1 Qc8 16.Nxe4 Bxb2
17.Nc3 Bxc3 18.Qxc3 ab+
followed by b5 and Black can
quickly undermine White's pawn

structure.

15.Bxb7 Nxb7 16.Bxc3 Bxc3
17.Qxc3 Black followed a well-
known principle: when you're
ahead in material, trade pieces
and simplify—eventually, you'll
be left with your extra pawn. But
in this case, it may not have been
the best decision. White controls
both the d-file and e-file with
active rooks, and my queen and
knight are more active than
Black’s. The pawn structure also
favors White’s piece
coordination—my rooks are
pressing forward, while Black’s
are tied down to defense. A pawn
is still a pawn, so Black retains a
slight edge—but the advantage

isn’t significant. The position is
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relatively straightforward, and
White’s activity offers enough

compensation to hold the balance.
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17...Nc5 18.Rad1 Qd7 Black
wants to regroup his pieces,
connect the rooks and looking for
breaks. Better is 18...Nd7, the
knight will head to {6 where it
can protect the king and control
ds.

19.Qe3 I was too focused on the
idea of Qh6, Nf3—g5, and Rd4—
h4—or even pushing h4 and h5.
Because of that, it was hard to
notice the more subtle plan of
Ng2-f4-d5, where the knight
would become a strong and active

piece in the center.

19...Rfe8 20.Nf3 20.Qh6 would
be met by 20...Qh3 and the knight
on h4 won't be able to leave his

spot due to the pin.



20...Qf5 20...Ne6?? 21.Ne5!

o
i

%EY

21...Qb7 22.Nxf7 Kxf7 23.Qxe6+
Kg7 24.Rd4+- White has
regained the pawn, and the attack
is now decisive.; 20...Qh3 or
20...Qg4 21.Rd4 and White claims
that he can go Rh4 with a tempo.

21.Nd4 With the queen on f5,
Black successfully neutralized
White’s plan to invade on the
kingside. The knight was also set
to return to e6 on the next move.
So, I shifted gears and adopted a
new plan—repositioning my
knight along a different route to

activate it.

21...Qf6 22.Nb5 Nd7

22...a6 23.Nc3 the knight will
head to d5 and the b6 pawn has
become a weakness.

~22...Neb 23.Nxa7 Ra8 24.Nc6
Rxa2 25.Nb4 Rb2 26.Nd5 Qf5
27.Kg2 h5 28.h4= and White will

regain the pawn soon.

23.a47?! ~23.Nxa7 White could
have captured the pawn, but
23...Rc5 concerned me. My knight
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on a7 felt slightly out of play, and

lzlzl@l

with the potential addition of
Ne5, Black could potentially
launch an attack on the kingside.
23...Rc5 (23...Ra8 24.Nb5 Black
cannot capture a2 because of
Nxd6) 24.Nb5 threatening to take
d6. 24...Re5 (24...Ne5? 25.f4 Ng4
26.Qe2+-) 25.Qd2 Rxel +
26.Qxel White has regained the

pawn and the position is equal.

At this point, both players were

under 10 minutes on the clock. I
23...Ne5 24.f4 It was a bit

committal, but I wanted to stop

felt it was the perfect moment to
push for a win. Although White

any Nf3 ideas, control the e5 was still down a pawn, I had
square, and drive the knight out achieved the kind of position I
of the center. was aiming for. The extra pawn—
24.Re2 Nc6 25.Kg2 Qf5 26.f4

Rcd8 27.Rd5 This transposes to

the line played in the game,

whether on d6 or e7—was more
of a liability than an asset, tying
down Black’s pieces to defend it.
although Qb1 isn’t very appealing The knight on ¢6 was misplaced
here, so Black might consider and lacked any real potential.
retreating with Qd7 or Qc8. Meanwhile, all of White’s pieces
were well-coordinated and

24...Nc6 25.Re2 Qf5 applying consistent pressure. All

that remained was to find the




right plan to launch an attack.

26.Rd5 Qb1+ This looks
tempting, but the queen is
actually doing nothing on b1.
26...Qh3 or 26...Qd7 look

reasonable.

27.Kg2 Rcd87?? This fatal
mistake, caused by time pressure
and lack of a clear plan, cost

Black the game.

27...Nb4 28.Rdd2 a6 29.Nd4 d5
30.f5 (30.Kh3 The computer
suggests this crazy move, based
on the idea that Qe4 doesn’t come
with check—allowing White to try
and trap the Black queen. For
example, 30...Qe4 31.Qgl. Still,
with perfect play, the position
remains equal. 30...Qf1+ 31.Kg4
h5+ 32.Kh4 Surprisingly, the king
is safe on h4, and White can now
either start chasing the Black
queen or launch a kingside attack
beginning with f5.) 30...Qe4+

31.Qxe4 dxe4 32.Rxe4 Rcd8
33.g4=

28.Qc3!+- The Black queen
suddenly found itself in trouble.
The dual threats of Na3 and Rel
followed by Rd2 are difficult to
meet, and Black is bound to lose

material.

28...e5 28...Na5 This is a better

move, but it doesn’t change much.

29.Rd3 d5 30.Na3 Qxb3 31.Qxb3
Nxb3 32.Rxb3 dxc4 33.Nxcd+—

29.Re1 Qf5 30.Nxd6 Qh5
31.Nxe8 Rxe8 32.Rd6 Rc8

)4 &
F 3 d 1
442 F 3

AL A £3
AY £y

J=¢

33.Rxc6! Chess.com marks it as a
brilliant move, as it immediately

ends the game.

33...Rxc6 34.Rxe5 1-0 Black
resigned in view of Re8
checkmate, with the queen also

hanging.
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This was an important win—not
just for the point, but for what it
represented: resilience. I found
myself in a difficult position early
on, but managed to fight back
and turn the game around. That
kind of battle gave me a big boost
in confidence. I went on to win
the championship, which made
the victory even more meaningful.
Although I've consistently been at
the top in terms of rating, I hadn’t
won the Japan Chess
Championship since 2020. For the
past three years, I came very close
but fell short for various reasons.
That’s why, this time, finally
securing the title felt incredibly
rewarding. I'm truly happy and

relieved.

Argentina Cup
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Japan Youth Chess Championship 2025
Champion’s Commentary

—

My name is Cocoro Matsumura,
and I was the winner of the 2025
Japanese Youth Chess Champion-
ship. This was my most memorable
game from the tournament, and I

would like to share it with you all.

CM Matsumura, Cocoro (2125)
Matsunaga, Toma (1913)
Japan Youth Chess
Championship 2025(5)

B40

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.b3 I joked
with my opponent beforehand
that I would play 1.b3, and
although he correctly did not
believe me, he did not expect this
move at this moment. This is a
move that I usually do not play;
however, it seemed like an
interesting try to mess with my

opponent psychologically.

3...d6 4.Bb2 Nf6 5.Bb5+ Bd7?!
In my opinion, already a slight
mistake. The idea for the white
pieces is to trade away the light-
squared bishop and put all of the
pawns on light squares, so that
the dark-squared bishop can
thrive. Matsunaga offers a trade
of bishops, meaning that he
would not even retain the bishop
pair in the process of me getting
rid of the bad bishop.

6.Bxd7+ Nbxd7 7.Qe2 Be7 8.d3
Rc8 Rc8 seems slightly bizarre to

me. It is kind of an autopilot
move, but it does not do much in

the short run.

9.Nbd2 0-0 10.0-0 b5 11.c4
The idea of c4 is to first fix the
structure on the queenside so I
can focus more on the kingside.
The second idea is to stop any
pawn breaks from happening. For
instance, Black could possibly
have aimed for d5 or c4 himself
to create some dynamics on that
side of the board.

11...b4 12.Ne1 The idea is to
simply play f4.

12...e5 With the push of e5, the
squares d5 and f5 become weak
in the Black position, and I intend

to take advantage of them.

13.Nc2 Ne8 14.f4 A pawn break
to open up the al-h8 diagonal for
my dark-squared bishop.

14...exf4 15.Rxf4 Bf6é Bf6 seems
like a mistake to me. Although he
gets rid of my strong bishop, I will
now be able to slowly grind the
position positionally with my
superior pieces, taking advantage
of his weaker squares. The upside
for him, however, is that there will
never be a scenario of good knight
versus bad bishop, which is the

Wworst case.

16.Bxf6 Nexf6 17.Raf1 Rc7
18.Ne3 a5 19.R1f2 Ra7 20.Nf5
Ra6 21.Nf1 Ne5 Neb5 is a blunder

that resulted in a straightforward
tactic, but regardless of the
engine’s opinion, I still firmly hold
the belief that, at least for a
human, this is incredibly hard to
have a chance with the Black

pieces.
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22.Nxg7! The winning move!

22...Kxg7 23.Rxf6 Qxf6 24.Rxf6
Kxf6é 25.Qh5 Ng6 26.Ne3 Rfa8
27.h4 a4 28.Qg5+ Kg7 29.h5
axb3 30.axb3 h6 31.Nf5+ Kf8
32.Qxh6+ Ke8 33.hxg6 fxg6
34.Qxg6+ Kd7 35.Qf7+ Kc8

36.Ne7+ Kb8 37.Qe8+ Kb7
38.Qd7+ Kb6 39.Nd5+ Kabs
40.Qad# 1-0

I did not give him many chances
in this game, and I am proud to
have done so, as Matsunaga is a
very formidable player. Despite
my respect for him, I could always
try to surprise him again. He
should watch out the next time

we play one another, as I may

play 1.g3!
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4431 BFH BE 3.0
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It 8 2.0
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ClassD : 1000~1199

1137 Beal Yuri
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1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6é 4.Nc3
dxc4 5.a4 e6 6.e3 ¢5 7.Bxc4 Nc6
8.0-0 cxd4 9.exd4 Be7 10.Re1
0-0 11.Bg5 Nb4 12.Rc1 Bd7
13.Qe2 Re8 14.Red1 Bcb6 15.Ne5
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15...Nfd5 16.Bxe7 Qxe7 17.Nxc6
bxc6 18.Ne4 Rab8 19.Qh5 Red8
20.Ng5 h6 21.Nf3 Qf6 22.Ne5
Nf4 23.Qf3 Nbd5 24.Nxc6 Rxb2
25.Nxd8 Qxd8 26.Rb1 Qb6
27.Rxb2 Qxb2 28.Bxd5 Nxd5
29.Qd3 Nc3 30.Rf1 Ne2+ 31.Kh1
Qxd4 32.Qxe2 1-0(KFREFIE
5R. board1. #HIZEE)
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