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NOTES BY

IM Hafiz, Arif Abdul
GM Velten, Paul
Japan Open 2025 (5)
Jobava London D0OO

Okay this is the 5th round, I
decided to play Jobava London.
Last year Japan Open I also make
an article about my game with

Jobava London.

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.Bf4 g6
4.Nb5 This looks like a beginner's
attack but this is the best engine ) n

-4

line in the position.

4...Na6 5.e3 Nh5!? This move is
the way to play for dynamic

position.

6.Be5 f6 7.Bg3 c6 8.Nc3 Qb6 |
9.Rb1 Nxg3 10.hxg3 e5 11.Nf3

e4 11...Bd6? 12.dxe5 fxe5 13.Bd3

/3./,_//,/@//4
%1/// . ////2,

Kg7 18.Rxd6 Qxd6 (18...Rf8
19.0Qh5 Qxd6 20.Qxh7+ Kf6
21.Nce4++-) 19.Qf7+ Kh6
20.Kd2 Kxg5 21.Rh1 Qg6



22.Qe7+ Kf5 23.g4+ Qxg4
24.Qf7+ Kg5 25.Qg7+ Kf5
26.Qxh8+-;

B) 13...e4 14.Bxe4 dxe4 15.Qxd6
exf3 16.Qe5+ +—

12.Nd2 Be6?!

X 8 K
4 4 3
AWLE 214
3
5 A
AN AL

A ALY BA
B ¥e H

Looks normal development but
this lets the following move.
12...Nc7 13.Ne2 Be7 14.c4 a5=

13.b4! Seize the initiative, the

pawn is poisonous.

13...Nb8 13...Bxb4 14.Bxa6
(14.a3? Bxc3 15.Rxb6 axb6 Black
has a very good compensation)
14...bxa6 15.Ncxe4 dxe4 16.c3%
White has a better game;
13..Nxb4 14.a3

14.Na4 Qc7 15.c4 Bd6 Pointing
to g3. 15...dxc4 16.Nc5! Bxc5
17.dxc5+ Black has plenty

weaknesses.

16.Qb3 a5 17.b5 I dont want to
open the a file for black's rook
17.c5 Be7 18.Nb6 (18.Nxe4
original idea with Qb3 18...axb4
Black has open a file for his rook
now) 18...Ra7 19.b5 was also

good but it is not easy to see the

continuation for white

17...Nd7 17...cxb5? 18.Qxb5+
Bd7 19.Qxd5 Bxa4 20.Rxb7 Qc6
21.Qf7+ Kd8 22.0Qxf6+ Kc8
23.Rxb8+ Rxb8 24.Qxh8+ +-

18.cxd5 cxd5 19.Nxe4 I think it

is safe to take this pawn now

19...Bb4+ 20.Nd2 20.Kd1!

20...Rc8 20...Nb6

21.a3 Be7 22.Bd3 Okay now
white has a pawn up but still not

easy to convert.

22...Kf7 23.Ke2 It is interesting
both player just move the king up

instead of castling.

23...Qd6 Attacking a3.
24.Ra1 24.Rbcl

24...Kg7 25.Nb1? I dont want to
give the a3 pawn too soon but
this idea takes lot of time.
25.Rhcl! was actually better.
A) 25...Rxcl 26.Rxc1 h5
(26...0xa3? 27.Qxa3 Bxa3
28.Rc7) 27.Nc5+;

B) 25...h5 26.b6+

25...f5 25...h5

26.Ra2? 26.b6 should be played.

26...Nf6? Maneuvering to e4

seems nice but black has to act
fast to open the kingside.
26...h5!F 27.Rc2 h4 28.Rxc8
Rxc8 29.b6 (29.gxh4 f4—+)
29...hxg3 30.f4 Bf7 here black is
actually better.

27.Rc2 Now white starting to
fight the c file.

27...Rce8? 28.Qc3? I wanted to
simplify the position by exchange
the queen.

28.b6! with idea Nbc3 and Nb5.

28...Rc8 29.Qb2 Now the queen

is on b2.

29...Rce8? 30.Rhc1 30.b6! with
idea Nbc3 and Nb5.

30...h5 31.Rc7 I cannot hold back

now, white infiltrate first.

31...Bc8 31...h4 32.Rxb7 hxg3
33.Rc6+- Black's queen attacked

and cannot go to kingside.

32.Nd2 Since black play f5, the e5
square is open now.
32.b6 still good.

32...h4 33.gxh4 f4

& K X
AE 2 &

F 3
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3
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4j.e4! This was my idea with
Nd2. Counter intuitive it is
opening the e file where the rook
and king on the same file but
since the e7 bishop also pinned
black cannot really exploit the e
file.

34...f3+? Trying to clear the way
for the queen and 4 square for
the knight via h5 but white has a
solid defense.

34...dxe4 35.Bxe4 Kh6 even white
still better, black still have some

resources.

35.gxf3 Qh2 36.Nb6! Now the
inactive knight comes to the
game, and also control the f4

square via d5.

36...Bh3 37.e5 Kh6 38.Nf1
Bxf1+ 39.Rxf1 Nh5 40.Nxd5
Black already lost too much

material.

b

40...Bxh4 40...Ng3+ 41.Kel Nxfl
42.Qcl+ Kh5 43.Rxe7

41.Ne3 Ng4 fork.

41...Nf4+ 42.Kd1!? Kh5
42..Nxd3 43.Qd2

43.Be4 Now everything is under

control.

43...Bg5 44.Qb1 Rd8 45.Kc2
Nh3 Preventing Rh1.

b4 )¢
F Y=

Y
A
]

46.Bxg6+! Now it's white's turn.

i
AN
Ayl
NEL A
& A

E

46...Kxg6 46...Kh6 47.Ngd+;

46...Kh4 47 .Nf5#

47.Kc3+ Kh5 48.Rh7+ Bh6
48...Rxh7 49.Qxh7+ Bh6
50.Qf7+ Kh4 (50...Kg5 51.Qf5+
Kh4 52.Qg4#) 51.Nf5+ Kg5
52.Qf6+ Kf4 53.Nxh6#

49.Qf5+ Ng5 50.Ng4 Qh3
51.Rh1 Black's king fully

surrounded from all sides.

51.Nf6+ Kh4 52.Qf4+ Qg4
53.0Qxg4#

51...Qxh1 52.Nf6+ Kh4 53.Qg4#
1-0




Japan Open 2025 Champion Impressions
IM Hafiz Arif Abdul

Playing in the Japan Open 2025 was an
incredibly special experience for me. The
atmosphere, the flow, the story and of course the
games made it one of the most memorable
tournaments I've ever participated.

Last year, I finished third. It was a good result.
But I think there are still some parts I could have
done better. This year’s tournament was tougher,
with many strong players participating, but that
made it even more exciting and more reasons for
me to give my best.

Over the past year, I kept playing strong
tournaments overseas. Not only to strengthen my
chess but also mental and preparations. I have
learned that to play best one of the important non-
technical factor is to balance the joy and pressure.
People often gets too much pressured when playing
against someone who has higher Title or Rating.
Funnily one of the confidence I have is that I
believe I understand HZAFE better than my GM
opponents, just after the 2024 Japan Open I took
my first JLPT test and passed N3. H#AZEDHH S
TEHEFAERAD X LT
Every achievement, I believe, is built upon

countless efforts. It’s like breaking a rock, you may

have to strike it a hundred times before it cracks,
but without those 99 strikes, the last one may not
succeed.

This victory feels like that moment when the
rock finally breaks. Every loss, every lesson, every
games I have experienced in the past not less
important as the games I played in the tournament.
And for me, this is just another step forward. I
want to keep learning, improving, and becoming
stronger.

I really want to thank organizers and staff that
made this Japan Open 2025 possible, everything
ran smoothly and passionate. I heard that most of
the staffs in Japan are volunteers € #1l3 A 2|2
L ¥ L7c. This is probably the early stage of
breaking the rocks, I believe Japan has all the
requirements to have a very strong chessplayer in
the future. FEEKICIFAD FHA. BERLOTLEIW !
WERT—LDPENOERICEZTVWSDZRZELL
T79. It's wonderful to witness the dedication and
enthusiasm of the Japanese chess community.
Having my name written in Japan’s chess history
truly means a lot to me.

[ sincerely hope chess will continue to flourish
and more recognized in Japan.
HOBr>5T3WVWELE,
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BAF 39
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34.Nc5?

(34.f5! +4.24)
34..Kc7?

(34...hxg4 35.fxg4 0.00)
35.Ne6+?

(35.f5! +4.69)
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How many years have you
been playing chess?

I've been playing chess since I was
8 and I was inspired to keep
playing when I saw the top players
at the London Chess Classic in 2009
and made the first ceremonial
move for Magnus Carlsen(photo). I
also have a younger brother who
used to play competitively so we
would go to tournaments every

weekend together.

I heard you changed the
chess federation to Japan.
Which federation was it
before? Did you change it
because you moved to Japan?
I changed my federation from
England to Japan in the summer of

2024. T had enjoyed my time

SHATFF T AF v EA>2025

Magnus Carlsen DB TE L EZ7ILL—T % LTz

Elizabeth lvanov ($8k%)

representing England at the World
Youth Championships and being a
part of the England Juniors but
since I graduated university I did
not have any obligations to remain
in London and my parents live in
Kyoto so they were very supportive
of my decision when I told them I
would be switching federations. I'm
very grateful to the JCF for
approving the federation change as
it has been a positive change for

me.

Who is the professional chess
player you respect?

The chess player I respect the most
is GM Igor Smirnov. I appreciate his
courses and his YouTube videos as
it continues to help my
understanding of the game as
almost every opening and
positional play I have learnt has
been through his videos. His

method of explaining is so

Elizabeth Ivanov

Tournament Report

engaging and rare to find that I

have to say I respect him the most.

You became the Japanese
women's champion. What are
your goals from here on out?
My goals from here would be play
in more classical tournaments to
gain the experience of the time
format as I noticed I was in time
trouble fairly often during the
Japan Women’s Championships. I
had gotten heavily used to the blitz
format this year as I stream on
Twitch with what is usually a 5+0
time control so I'll aim to prepare
for a classical format better next

time.

<BE>

London Chess Classic in 2009
https://en.chessbase.com/tagged?
tag=London%20Chess%20Classic%

202009
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My name is Elizabeth Ivanov and I

won the Japan Women’s
Championship 2025. This is my
round 2 game analysis against
Takayasu, Melody. Takayasu is a
dear friend of mine and despite
playing in the same tournaments,
we had never been paired in a

rated match until this game.

Takayasu, Melody

Ivanov, Elizabeth

Japan Women'’s
Championship 2025(2)
Scandinavian Defense B01

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6é 3.Nf3 Nxd5
4.Be2 Nc6 5.b3 e5

E QWdeo K
414 414
A
a i

& A
BT A QA
ENLYWE E

This was as far as my prep went, as
I had never encountered 5.b3. I had
seen the structures for black on GM
Igor Smirnov’s videos that the
motive should be to push on e5
(when black has the opportunity

to) so I went for this despite feeling

slightly uncomfortable that maybe
this is a line white had prepared

for.

6.Bb2 e4 7.Nd4 Nxd4 8.Bxd4 Nf4
I had spent several minutes
wondering whether 6.e4 would be
what white had hoped I would play
as the bishop would be on a clear
diagonal, however I pushed e4
regardless as I could not see any

decent squares for the knight.

9.Be5 Nxg2 10.Kf1 Bh3 11.Kg1
Qg5 12.Bg3 0-0-0 13.Bf1 Nf4
14.Bxh3+ Nxh3+ 15.Kg2 Nf4+
16.Kf1 h5 17.Nc3 Qf5 18.Bxf4
Qxf4 19.Ne2 Qe5 20.c3 Rd3
21.Qc2 Bc5 22.Re1

e X
414 44

F 3
&

B> jo
IS e B

¢
&3 ANATAIL
& Z
22...Rf3

Instead of Rf3, I could have played
Bxf2 however this move did not
occur to me whilst my mind was so
focused on how to attack the f2
pawn directly. It could have went
22...Bxf2 23.Kxf2 e3+, which the
engine claims are -10 advantage as I

have a forced checkmate if the pawn

Tournament Report

is not taken and if the pawn was
captured, I could win back my piece
with Qxe3+ and bringing my rook
from h8-e8.

23.Nd4 Bxd4 24.cxd4 Qxd4
25.Re3 Rxe3 26.dxe3 Qe5 27.Rg1
Rd8 28.h4 Rd6

28...Rd6 was a miss as I had the
opportunity to play 28...Rd3 where
I could have kept my rook firmly on

d3 without much counterplay.

29.Rg5 Qe6 30.Rxg7 Qh3+ 31.Ke2
Qf3+ 32.Ke1 Rd3 33.Rg3 Rxe3+

After Rg3, I had decided to go for
an extra pawn and go into a pawn
and king endgame as I couldn’t see
any unstoppable threats with my
rook and queen. Rg3 had given me
back the advantage from a -3
position to -8 which I did not
realise the significance of at the
time as until this point, I was
intentionally avoiding the major
trades. I had prior moves to do a
similar exchange for a free pawn
but withheld from doing so as I was
looking for a tactic with the major

pieces.

34.fxe3 Qxg3+ 35.Qf2 Qxf2+
36.Kxf2 f5 37.Kg3 Kd7 38.Kf4 Ke6
39.Kg5 ke5 40.Kxh5 f4 41.exf4+
Kxf4 42.Kg6 e3

0-1
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BR RIS 5.5/6P
2fii FMJones Stephen 5.0

3fiZ Minamoto Marcos Cesar 4.5

A EiRE 4.0
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SHAEAS Z7EFHE2025(4)
KID, Orthodox Variation E94

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4
d6 5.Nf3 0-0 6.Be2 Nbd7 7.0-0
e5

E 4W E¢&
Aidh a1

1.d4iCKing’s Indian Defense

(KID) T L £9, iEIE#RITA
ERBLImE EIIBgdL HBHT
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ER

Nc6B ¥ 3L\, dANDEIH A
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YIEZFEBIH. dxe5E B H) &
RETETEY, Rk, ANHSd4d5
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TeFRICLT. ¥ 091 RDER—
CEMBIELTVW 7S UDEERT
EP

8.Be3 Qe7 9.Qc2 c6 10.d5 c5
11.Ne1 Kh8 12.f4 exf4 13.Bxf4
Ne5 14.Qd2 Ng8 15.Nf3 Bd7
16.Bg5 Qe8 17.Rae1 a6

Qe7~cbld. Eh Sexd4~Nc57%
COfzRE 3T, BICd4R
—>DILEZRDTH S LN,
EWSBIKRTY, FEIFcT-c6-c5L
2FEIMDF LI £V E2—HH
LaFIZmD F LT

ZChsRaikRfArx>IHA
o atiT. EldexfAZ Gl
Benonid & S RAR—HACHD £
L7 BEDBenoni&EL. HOf
ﬁ—>ﬁ%iTBD\Eﬁ@E
WEE—XDR—2TELIRIN
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BEDBVDT, eSOz F
—TTBREHIT. F1—UA
RTOHY 22— RFICANT
WwWela7T9,

18.Nxe5 Bxe5 19.Bf4 Kg7
20.Bxe5 Qxe5 21.Qf4 Rae8
22.Qxe5 Rxe5 23.Bf3 b5 24.cxb5
axb5 25.a3 Nf6 26.Rf2 h5 27.h4
Rfe8 28.Rfe2 Rb8 29.Nd1 b4
30.axb4 Rxb4 31.Nc3
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L7z Nxb5E RIS 5NT
HAONWRZDOARICHED FLE
(7e72L. TV VIEBbSHR R
FPeRLET) o EVWST K
LSUNN

F 3 i
F Y 3
X & &3
%1
BE LBA

31...Bc8!? 32.Ra1 Re7 33.Ra8
Bb7 34.Rd8 Rd7 35.Rxd7 Nxd7
36.Kf2 Ne5 37.Rc2 Ba6 38.Be2
Bd3

0-1 (Time)
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International Chess Open
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