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Tran,Thanh Tu (2364)
Drygalov,Sergey (2489) [D00]
FIDE World Rapid Championship
2025 Doha (6)

Rapport-Jobava System D01

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.Bf4 a6 4.3 e6
5.h4 c5 6.g4 Qb6 7.g5 Qxb2 8.Nge2
Nfd7 9.Rb1 Qa3 10.Bg2 Nc6
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1l.e4 E5ITENT. LD EEHN
T9, 1l..cxd4 (11..dxe4 12.d5
exd5 13.Nxd5 Qa5+ 14.Nec3 Nde5
15.0-0+-) 12.exd5 exd5 13.Nxd5
Bd6 14.Bxd6 Qxd6 15.Nxd4 0-0
16.Nxc6 Qeb+ 17.Qe2 Qxe2+
18.Kxe2 bxc6 19.Ne7+ Kh8
20.Rhel+-

11...c4 12.e4 Bb4 13.Rh3
CDIL—2 7T ME A IR
BrREFICERTVET,

13..Ba5 14.Bxa5 Qxa5 15.exd5
exd5 16.Re3+ Kf8 17.Nf4 g6
18.Bxd5 Nb6 19.Qf3 Nxd5

20.Nfxd5 Bf5 21.Rxb7 Kg7 22.h5
Rhf8 23.h6+ Kh8 24.Qf4 Rad8
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25.Ne7
o25.Rc7 Rxd5 26.Rxc6 Kg8
27.Rxab Qxab 28.Nxd5+-

25...Nxd4 26.Kf1
TNXQ2DT F—o &AL £ 9

26...f6 27.Ned5 Ne6
27..Rxd528.Rf71 )\ oS>0 055
FEEIET, f8DIL—U %f6D
BEHOSUIDBEL £9, (28.Reel?
Bh3+ 29.Kgl Rxg5+ 30.Kh2 Ne6
31.Qe4 (3LRxh7+ Kg8 32.Rbg7+
Nxg7 33.hxg7 Rd8-+) 31..Qe5+
32.Qxe5 fxe5 33.Kxh3 Rf3+ 34.Kh2
Rxf2+ 35.Kh3 Rf3+=) 28..Rfd8
29.Rfe7 Kg8 30.Ne4 Bh3+ 31.Kgl
Rxg5+32.Kh2Nxf6Icxt LT EITid
BWERIHHD FEA. 32...Neb
33.Nxf6+ Kf8 34.R7xe6 Bxeb6




35.Nxh7+Kg8 36.Nxg5+-

28.Rxe6 Bxe6 29.Nxf6 Rf7 30.Rb8
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Alexakis,Dimitris (2501)
Tran,Thanh Tu (2364) [B00]

FIDE World Rapid Championship
2025 Doha (7)
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22.Qd6 Qb4 23.Rac1 axb3 24.axb3
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25.Qb67?
25.Qd5+-

25...Qd4 26.Rf1 Rb2 27.Rc4
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28.bxc4 Rxb6 29.cxb6 Rxc4
30.Rb1 Rc8 31.b7 Rb8 32.g4
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32..5 33.9xf5 gxf5 34.Rb6 Kf8
35.Kg2 Ke7 36.Kf3 Kd7 37.Kf4 Kc7
38.Rb3 Rxb7 39.Rxb7+ Kxb7?
40.Kxf5 Kc6 41.Kf6 Kd5 42.Kxf7
Ked 43.Kg7 h5 44.Kg6 h4 45.Kg5
Kf3 46.Kxh4 Kxf2 47.Kg5

10

EF/IFEEFT. 1RV T7Z>+*
viocMaL >y x - 05«
FELOXMET L RISERIDT
—ILRAYTT, \YR+=—%
o RATI - PEALRAEHD,
BRATL—UDKRIZH L - T«
TUICBNZ L THEEAT. FE
BICBVOHZEF T,

OB TIEA—F=>Th 56
SFWETEBMUZRS LN TEF
L7l BRTOA— OB %=F
L. IVRT—=LABITLEL
Too R—2%1DZLLFDOEMATIE
HDFLIEH BBEYIBICIEES
9. BRI ST CAHEDFL
7o

Tran,Thanh Tu (2364)
Lodici,Lorenzo (2499) [A48]

FIDE World Rapid Championship
2025 Doha (8)

Pseudo Queen's Indian Defense A47

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 b6 3.Bf4 Bb7 4.e3 g6
5.h3 Bg7 6.Nbd2 d6 7.c3 Nbd7
8.Be2 0-0 9.0-0 Re8 10.Bh2 Ne4
11.a4 e5 12.a5 Nxd2 13.Nxd2 Rb8
14.axb6 axb6 15.Bf3 d5 16.Ra7
Qc8 17.Qb3 c6

18.e4 exd4 19.exd5 Be5 20.cxd4?
~20.Bxe5 Nxe5 21.cxd4 Nxf3+
22.Nxf3 cxd5 23.Ne5+- BDF1 b
MeSTIEISBAICHELTWVS
DIZH L. EOED 3y FIFbTT
EEDHZZERO>TVWET, CDF
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20...Bxh2+ 21.Kxh2 cxd5 22.Bxd5
Qc7+

CDIFT, BRU 01—z
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23.93 Bxd5 24.Rxc7 Bxb3 25.Nxb3
Nf6 26.Rd1 Re2 27.Rd2
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27..Rbe8 28.Rcc2 Rxd2 29.Rxd2
Rc8 30.Kg2 Kf8 31.Na1 Nd5 32.Nc2
Ke7 33.Ne3 Nb4 34.d5 Kd6 35.Kf3
b5 36.94 f6 37.Ke4 Rc1 38.h4 Na6
39.h5 Nc5+ 40.Kf3 Nd7 41.hxg6
hxg6 42.Ke4 Ne5 43.b3 Nd7 44.Ra2
Nc5+ 45Kf3 Rb1 46.Ra8 Rxb3
47.95 fxg5 48.Rg8 Nd3 49.Rxg6+
Kc5 50.Rxg5 Rb2 51.d6+ Kc6
52.Nf5 Ne5+ 53.Ke4 Re2+ 54.Ne3
Nf7 55Rg6 Rxf2 56.Nf5 Rd2
57.Nd4+ Kb6 58.Rf6 Nd8 59.Rf5
Rb2 60.Kd5 Rd2 61.Ke4 Rb2
62.Kd5 Rd2 63.Ke4 Rb2 64.Rxb5+
Rxb5 65.Nxb5 Kxb5 66.d7 Kc6
1/2-1/2
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Stefansson,Vignir Vatnar (2463)
Tran,Thanh Tu (2364)

FIDE World Rapid Championship
2025 Doha (10)

East Indian Defense A48

1.d4 Nf6é 2.Nf3 g6 3.Nbd2 d6 4.e4
Bg7 5.Bb5+ c6 6.Bd3 0-0 7.0-0
Nbd7 8.Re1 €5 9.c3 Qc7 10.a4 b6
11.h3 Bb7 12.a5 b5 13.b4 ab
14.Nb3 Rfe8 15.dxe5 Nxe5 16.Nxe5
Rxe5 17.Bf4 Ree8 18.Qd2 Rad8
19.Rad1 Qc8 20.Bg5 c5 21.Bc2

21...h6

21..cxb4 22.cxb4 he Z DFES:
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22.Bxh6 Bxh6 23.Qxh6 cxb4 24.e5
dxe5 25.Rxd8 Rxd8 26.Qg57?

26.Bxg6 Qc6 27.f3 fxg6 28.Qxgb+
Kf8 29.cxb4 Qd6 30.Nc5 Bc8= £l
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26..Qxc3 27.Rc1 e4?

27..Qc6! 28.Bxg6 Qxg2+ 29.Qxg2
Bxg2 30.Bxf7+ Kxf7 31.Kxg2 Rd3—+
4= A ROA—Y - IV 3
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28.Bxe4 Qxb3 29.Qxf6??
29.Bxg6 Qd530.Bf5+ Kf8 31.Qh6+
Kg832.Qg5+=

29..Rd1+ 30.Kh2 Rxc1 31.Bxb7
Qc3 32.Qxa6 Qe5+ 33.g3 b3
34.Qa8+ Kg7 35.a6 b2 36.Be4 Qd4
0-1
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Blitz — Day 1
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Tran,Thanh Tu (2399)
Mitrabha,Guha (2592)

FIDE World Blitz Championship 2025
Doha (1)

Indian Defense A45

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 c5 3.d5 d6 4.e4 g6
5.Nf3 Bg7 6.Bb5+ Bd7 7.a4 0-0 8.0-
0 Bg4 9.Be2 Bxf3 10.Bxf3 Nbd7
11.Be2 Rb8 12.f4 Ne8 13.Bd3 a6
14.a5 Nc7 15.Kh1 b5 16.axb6 Rxb6
17.Qe2 Qb8 18.Ra2 Nb5 19.Nxb5
axb5 20.b3 Rc8 21.Ra5 c4 22.bxcd
bxc4 23.Bxc4 Rb1 24.Rb5 Rxb5
25.Bxb5 Nc5 26.c4 Qc7 27.f5 Rf8
28.Bg5 Be5 29.Bh6 Bg7 30.Bg5
Qa7 31.h3 Bf6 32.Bh6 Ra8 33.fxg6
hxg6 34.Be3 Qa3 35.Qf3 Nd3

X -]
44
A 24
80048
i &
W ALY A

&
B &

36Bg5 Bxg5 37.0xf7+ Kh8
38.Qxg6 Bf67??

38..Nf2+ 39.Rxf2 Qcl+ 40.Kh2
Bf4+ 41.g3 Ral 42.Qe8+ Kg7
43.QxeT+Kg844.Qe8+=HIZId/\—
RFa7II - FzyvIUEDFE
IEH D FE Ao

39.Qh6+ Kg8 40.Qg6+

40.Bd7 IARTDEIZEWIE
THFY, 40..Nc5 41.Bf5+ Qg3
42.Qh7+Kf8 43.Bg6+-

Photo by Shahid Ahmed.
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40...Kf8 41.Rxf6+?? exf6 42.Qxf6+
Kg8 43.Qg6+ Kf8 44.Qf6+ Kg8
45.Qg6+ Kf8

1/2-1/2
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BTZHDTIH. FIICZDE
Dkl F LT
MREARARELTIE. CCTHY
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D75 Ly TICiELE LD
BahomnzELTLEL.
FIHIFEACEADETICEFZIX
DL DBFICHE>TLEVWEL
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FI0FIFEBF T, 2024FHRY
AZTFvEFDGM/ FILAR
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Nogerbek,Kazybek (2529)
Tran,Thanh Tu (2399)

FIDE World Blitz Championship 2025
Doha (10)

Nimzowitsch Defense BOO

1.e4 Nc6 2.Bb5 a6 3.Ba4 b5 4.Bb3
g6 5.Nf3 Bg7 6.0-0 Na5 7.d4 Nxb3
8.axb3 Bb7 9.Re1 d6 10.b4 Nf6
11.Nbd2 0-0 12.b3 e5 13.Bb2 exd4
14.Bxd4 Re8 15.e5 dxe5 16.Bxe5
Qd5 17.Qc1 Re6 18.Qb2 Rae8
19.h3

19..Nh5

19..Ng4! COFHLEMICITHE
IFTWELED. URIHBKREW
CHIBT L F L7zo 20.Bxg7 Rxel+
21.Rxel Rxel+ 22.Nxel Qxd2 C C
MRIWEVT, SEIL g4 OF
1 ~OZET, 2N zERER
B3ELDICHE>TWVWET, 23.hxgs
Qxel+ 24.Kh2 Qxf2 25.c4 Qh4+
26.Kgl Qxgd—+;

xR, HBFIE19..Ned gL
eSTIL—0%HF I T7A4ALT
BABESavT - RV 21528
BB sTceiEfELTVWEL
o 20.Nxe4 Rxe5 21.Nxe5 Rxe5
22.f3 Rxe4 23.fxe4 Bd4+24.Kh1 Qe5
25.Qcl= EEMCEIFES 3V -
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R7%ZHF>TED, TL—L»7
WEETIEHD ETH. BFIET
IS XTEERED' B D T

20.Bxg7 Rxel+ 21.Rxel Rxel+
22.Nxel Qxd2 23.Bc3 Qd1 24.Qal
Qxal 25.Bxal

BRTTIRILR— ROERD
TInTuWfcd. HEEII80F £ T
LD ER->TUWEREAD. ERICIE
100Fa< ETHELEITRDF | &
DFTLT

25...Nf4 26.Kfl1 Be4 27.f3 Bb7
28.Kf2 f5 29.c4 Kf7 30.Ke3 Ne6
31.Nd3 Ke7 32.h4 Bc8 33.Ne5 Bb7
34.Bc3 Nd8 35.Nd3 Ne6 36.Be5
Kd7 37.Bc3 Bc8 38.Ne5+ Ke7
39.g4 fxg4 40.fxgd Nd8 41.Kf3
Be6 42.Kf4 Nf7 43.Nc6+ Kd6
44 .Na5 c¢5 45.Nb7+ Ke7 46.cxb5
axb5 47.Nxc5 Bd5 48.Be5 Nd8
49.Ke3 Ne6 50.Nd3 Bxb3 51.Nf2
Bd5 52.Nd1 Bc4 53.Nc3 Nd8
54.Ne4 Ke6 55.Kf4 Nf7 56.Bb8 h5
57.gxh5 gxh5 58.Ng3 Nd8 59.Ba7
Kf6 60.Nxh5+ Kg6 61.Ng3 Ne6+
62.Kg4 Bb3 63.h5+ Kf6 64.Be3
Bdl+ 65.Kh4 Nc7 66.Bd4+ Kf7
67.Bc3 Nd5 68.Bd2 Nf6 69.Kg5
Bxh5 70.Bc3 Nd5 71.Bd2 Bdl
72.Kf5 Nb6 73.Ke4 Ke6 74.Kd4
Nd7 75.Ne4 Be2 76.Bf4 Bc4
77.Nd2 Nb6 78.Kc5 Nd5 79.Bg5
Bd3 80.Nf3

1/2-1/2

ZDH. GMENZ/NITA. GM
ThkYe£xNO. GMA—=ILT+
eI YNRSIVICILTET

ICBN. Blitzg]H135.5,7 137K >
PTRTLELI. BRETZR
B8, HEOLIVW—HEIEZXZE
Hho ZLORNBTE—-F=2T
IE2FL VW2 TVEHDD, I K
T = LIZA>TH S OHETHAF
ZET. BEZFHLED. BS
FEZzEL LTLESHEIEL
5% L7 BlitzOEL T EER
& TOmAE—RICHKD o Tc—

HiE27Tc e BWVWE T,
Blitz — Day 2

Blitz#&HI&. EBEICE>TE
WXRZ—F+TLTce COHBRT
DIFZZERL L. [$F5IEH 70T
AHFELT. WEBRDHITSICEZIL
DRICHENT. ZOFENBERE
IS TRORT ) VT %#FE T
WX L7

ERIAHTVAVWRNORHT
& DRIZDLART UV IHERIC
BRBE3DTIERWVD) & ETHT
HFLTLESDHDTY, £LT
KRB, STVRISTIF. BEOE
HiZiTZzR3BD. CE5HFE
EZENTLWRLSICRLSNE
L7

Tran,Thanh Tu (2399)
Urkedal,Frode Olav Olsen (2419)
FIDE World Bliz Championship 2025
Doha (15)

Queen's Pawn Game D02

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 d5 3.c3 g6 4.h3 Bg7
5Bf4 0-0 6.3 c5 7.Nbd2 Qb6
8.Qb3 c4 9.Qa3 Nc6 10.b3 cxb3
11.axb3 Ne4 12.Nxe4 dxe4 13.Nd2
e5 14.Nc4 Qc7 15.Bh2 Be6 16.Be2

b5 17.Nd2 b4 18.cxb4 Qb7 19.b5
Nxd4 20.exd4 exd4 21.Bc4 d3

22.Rd1??

E—X7vy TZziiFLichen
SERNBIITEL, 22.0-0
Bxal 23.Rxal+- TN TH+oICkEE
T

22..e3 23.Nf3?? Bc3+ 24.Rd2
exd2+ 25.Kd1 Bxc4 26.bxc4 Qed
0-1

XE%. & THEEFZ R
LTEZEX LT BFIFGMTILY
Hle JILDT—ERNTHLY S
U322 BRZYFUU6M05ES
TlL7

ZDEDAFTIITIFEZYIDE
A 3BEBIFBR N TEZFL
7o

A&HYICBlitzD A#E(IF8.5,7197R
12 bk RLTHEDWHERL
IFERFEAD. RRICIITET
CENTERIFE. BRICL-T
NELLBVWNELE T EBVE
ER




FIDE World Rapid &
Blitz Championships

Ratar 2025

IxDiE->T
— COELTHERLELD

Rapid & Blitzz@ L THIRD &3
. BRZOHDIFRLTEED
W<HDTIFHD FEATLT
HAD Y THESHESTHEHR:
EUPHBZ—FT. THorTE
eld g7z tWSBLHERTES
TWEY,

Rapid THBlitzTH., #—7F=>
IHSHBICMNTITIEWEZIE
NTWVWBRENZHD £ LT,
LHL. EXITTCEHEZFENT
TTLFRV. TOREHNRERRX
OREICEHLTLES. TAR

Players Entrance

FIDE World Rapid &
Blitz Championships

s Natar2025

To Playing
Hall &

ERRICAEDM>TLEVWEL
7=
BUOWVARERRE LS X 5N7EL
Rapid * BlitzTld. —D ¥z X
PRBOENNA. T<SRDIB/ICHE
BLF9, CORRZTELT. 8
HEOEEND CHEOESH, WV
MMCEEIZHHTRVS TN
FlL1

—H T I ABFILAHHD X
L7o 2700BDGMEZLEZL D
RS RIS TR A. Rapid®
BlitzTohNid. ABRRXRETHRIC
HZBDEWSREZROZLHT
FFELf BRULEICS. 0 TR

L

Bl ZEBRN-CCid. 58&IC
BT TARIBNEL XL TUE
ER

HARSEDCEST. EHbY
7L —V—xilFg 358/MIE.
RENICHERNICHERTL
7zo LHDLEIRFIC. FT R FL—
Y- LToBERZRO0ET.
ERBICEELRETHHDEL
Tco BDBVHD, HEIART S
HEIEL. Chh 5B HIGIETE
BLT. COFERICHAEITIL
CBWET,



RIFHAE

FEEDLIIAERD S 12BHEICH
(T TRUN=ERE L. London Chess
Classic, First Saturday, Forintos
Gybz6 Memorial D3ARICHIZL
Fl7 SEIEZDREEEZEH
T ARRREWIEE. BICHERIC
BLWEY, FTXORBZH D
IS, REDHRFHEBZEATET S &L
SBNEICTINIECE->TVE
TDT. BELAWTZITNIEE
WT9,

London Chess Classic
IEZXICIEThe 2025 XTX Markets
London Chess Classic& & 5 &a10D
&5T9, BARICIFTU—FL
RNILTOZTY ROEYOEHRA

BUWAARY MTLRED. FRFLET
THA—TF>b—F XA FBREES
NTVET,
SEIDRGZIEHRA L. Tvh—
DF—L -+ T7—EFILDER—LR
BRITLTLTze C ORI %EL
S>EEI SO ROLETF X
ZIBDEVORAREBHELTL
FL7eh RRIEEMADON—D
LSBRBPHRB T LT
ARSTLIT Z0 > RzED
SOICEREENTHLRDAITE
WUB X TLA>THDH. T5IC
ZFONBAEET LS ICEMDH D
x99, TOBYMOHFH/N—ICH >
TWT. 86 <HEGRBEN.
EBICRETIATVWS T LED
5. E-LLHEEZRRHICELYD
BEDICHELO2TVWBARLECEBWVWE

9, TARLIOA—F—%FTADK
SKBICDLEFRBZ LTINS
EDRBICHE>TWVWE LT

E AW Eeé
i a4 241

iAiah
411

i [i

AR

2 9N BN
E W EZ

IROEFIF. 1> RHBTHRAE
OY RUICFEATVR WS DE
TL7. ERIFEIRICFEKSToRY
23> TY, EMM4.g5c Lk
CAT. Bldx> 1 rD7 R
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vOEBESNATVWET, 8
DEICIFFI=NH D FE A 6
W7y I TIH. 15.b5IFZFDH &
bxc6 bxc6r > BIFoFTOL
FEAL. DBEDBENe6-c5DFH
EZTLEVET,

POV DIE15.RalTa7Z 71
ILZBLVIRTFTIH. 15...Rxal
16.Qxal e >t & F. Qasi Y
DEVHIFTEZHDDI1—>
NEVIGARZEENTL X
L\, .. f5-fA7% & TR S NTKFIC
REHFED £,

CCIEFNIERBICHL <. B
TIF30 U LEZEPT LIl
TLEWVWELED. ChiZBRE
ETREARETLEEEIIRATL
7o

528§1315.Re1?! Qe8? 16.Nadl
HHF LTz 15.RellEf5-f4IZfER
TeFTIH. e6DF 1 bHc8EY
Iy 7ORITHE-S>TLEL>TWY
BCDRETIF. B LTE 9<
ICf5-fAC LTLESDTIFAR< g5
g4, Ne6-Ngst LTHZBDHZD
HEWKSTY, 15.RellZZDER
RTII L. SHRTED TS Y
ICREHEODBHMEIFVWZIRIES
T%

LH L. ED15..Qe8HEEHITL
Tz Qe8-h5DFFZIH->TEAL K
STEH. CHITE>Th6MDT R
MERUCH D 16.NadHh IEEICH
ROBFICHED F L. ND6EA
2TBDE a vy FEBRELTL
FZXIFEDF I A RITEHAR
#TTY, URIIEIBLRDHZ LA
LTHE N TEF LT

WHEEICIRDED Z LA, B
BISFRARRI VSN FRICHS
RETHAEITRIHNEELVRY
3> T9, 15.Na4l?e LTLZE
SOH—RTLT 71 —>2hHd8
ICWABBRIRTIEb6IEAN—TNT
WEITH c4-c5? £ LTheY X%
BELTLEBSCVLWSHEET
¥ BOUVA—>H A1 RTOEFE
I&b4-b57 L1 ¥Rb1l-RalTDa
77 1INEED—RKITIH. b6
Y R%Z (\EXD) HolD&k
SBHETHHZDTI1

RIFFHEVEEE T, 3RIFOY
Jr—LTHEBF LT, £LT4R
TRRAVIZVRDITZVRTR
Z—Gashiexf#L £ L7-e BED
Gashintr > wsaA—o=>
JEBERL. HUFIH S - T
HIeh o Tes v —TREBNARD
FL7 ERIIANELEED. &8
BEFEDISED £,

1.c4 c5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cxd5
Nxd5 5.e4 Nb4 6.Bc4 Nd3+ 7.Ke2
Nf4+ 8.Kf1 Ne6 9.d3 g6 10.h4 h5
11.Be3 Bg7 12.Ng5 Nc6

TTICHIBIKIZFEAEHD £
AD TN T ILerR—>%{E>T
BI7 71 IILERIFIEREN DD &
TE3ONZDZA U DFHEDLIDT
To THICR—UHEB FIHN
d4R R ed3DNYy I T— RR=>
TREICED T,

13.Nxe6 Bxe6 14.Bxe6 fxe6
15.Bxc5 0-0 16.Rh3 Bd4 17.Bxd4
Qxd4 18.Qd2 Ne5 19.Kg1 Ng4
20.Rf1

€5, d4, gdL Wo e A%ZEZT
SADBVWFIE E£IH. 1R—
VATV T. hOEHETOE—
AE—MEZTVWSDT. EREL
CETIEVWR FEA. BIDLE
BICRBINEIESLDICBVE
ED

20...Rf7 21.Nd1 Raf8 22.Qc3 Qb6
23.d4 e5 24.Qc5 exd4 25.Qxb6
axb6 26.Rb3 Rf6 27.Rb5
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ML, 21FBETERLIDNTOT
1 7BRFEFIFTTVWLEICDH
b BX LTI TTELSHRTIT
1 IREBE->TVWBDIEHNSE
ZATRIFFITTELLYY & THL
SE5TFENHO. BH 5D
REZEHLTLEFVE LT
21FBDERMET. BEHNCTHEAT
TEHCLDERLGFZRECE
R EBEIFEVC ETIEFEARWLE
BUWEY, LHL. HAELED
SIET7IVTAETAZRDRES
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BVEEDRI S a VEICEITS
HOBEWZEIFLZITTHEZRT
Qd2-c3DAEEMICR DI T eNT
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Yo IFDFHEABDT, €T ETH
BHHHD £FH A
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FOWE LTz 1FICICHEFORL
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BEHAETLT.

First Saturday

2R=BIE. BEDHB/N\H)
—D/—Lb—FX2bD, First
SaturdaylC 3% L £ L7ce RLIZE
BEHOBERA—TZVJ TR
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TI L. £5THRLSTHRICNe2-
d4-BR e U4 —>%B>THE
ZITEEEY,
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Forintos Gy6z6 Memorial
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2025 XTX Markets
London Chess Classic
Super Rapidplay

Elizabeth Ivanov

The final tournament in the 2025
London Chess Classic was the
Super Rapidplay which took place
in Hammersmith, London from
December 6th to 7th. The concept
of an open rapidplay had attracted
many chess players, with over 300
entrants (25 of the entrants being
Grandmasters and respectively
almost 30 International Masters).
My rating of 1727 had put me in a
starting rank of 226.

During the Chess Classic, there
were many formats which included
a Fide Open for norm seekers that
took place earlier in the week
during the evenings (for over
2100s), as well as a separate
tournament only for U2100. I had
chosen only to participate in the
rapidplay as I had played Kinosaki
Open a week prior and was looking
forward to seeing the Elite Masters
event that Nodirbek Abdusattorov
had won with 7.5/9 which was
available as a spectator event in
Emirates Stadium (home of Arsenal
football club) in North London.
The Super Rapidplay was hosted at

a venue I was already familiar with,

as the organisers had used the
venue for the World Rapid and
Blitz Team Championship in June
2025. This did not make it any
easier to get to the venue as many
chess players who may have
competency on a chess board were
struggling to leave Hammersmith
station to a venue only allegedly a
short walk away just as the round 1
clocks were starting. The time
control was 15min+10sec and with
a no devices in the playing hall
rule, this meant most players left
their phones in the cloakroom and
would not always have time to
access it again before the next
game (300 players and 1
cloakroom means prep might not

be possible!)

My round 1 was successful, having
beaten a player Sourav
Bhattacharjee with a Fide rating of
2167 as black. I had taken a pawn
during a messy exchange and had
played more defensive than I
usually would which led to him
pushing more for a win that wasn’t
quite there and had left his position
so open that he resigned minutes

later.

My second round pairing was
against FM Kenneth Hobson. I was
playing white for R2 and FM
Hobson had grinded out the

position which could have been a
comfortable and familiar Ruy Lopez
to a middlegame where almost all
pieces were still on the board,
pawns were waiting to be captured
and suddenly I had allowed a gap
for him to plant an outpost knight
and my position had crumbled from
there and lost. The rest of the
matches were smooth and had
finished the tournament on 4.5/10,

with my final rank being 200.

Hopefully this could be an annual

tournament in the London Chess

Classic programme.
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Nice Olympiad Final-A 1974
Ruy Lopez C98

1.e4 e52.Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Ba4
Nf6 5. O-O Be7 6. Re1 b5 7. Bb3
d6 8.¢c3 0-0 9. h3 Na5 10. Bc2 c5
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11. d4 Qc7 12. Nbd2 Nc6 13. d5
Nd8 14. a4 Rb8 15. axb5 axb5
16. b4 Nb7 17. Nf1 Bd7 18. Be3
Ra8 19. Qd2 Rfc8 20. Bd3 g6
21. Ng3 Bf8 22. Ra2 c4 23. Bb1
Qd8 24. Ba7!!

E EW a¢
24 £ i 1
i 44i

24...Ne8 25. Bc2 Nc7 26. Reat

| A Greater New York Scholastic Chess
Championships 2020 CHE13{HRF v >
E#>DGM Garry Kasparov¥., HB8iR

Qe7 27. Bb1 Be8 28. Ne2 Nd8
29.Nh2 Bg7 30. f4 f6 31. f5 g5 32.
Bc2 Bf7 33. Ng3 Nb7 34. Bd1 h6
35. Bh5 Qe8 36. Qd1 Nd8 37. Ra3
Kf8 38. R1a2 Kg8 39. Ng4 Kf8
40. Ne3 Kg8 41. Bxf7+ Nxf7 42. Qh5
Nd8 43. Qg6 Kf8 44. Nh5 1-0
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