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Sunday Cup Grand Final

BR5E B¥EC

~! CM Tran,Thanh Tu

Super Sensational
Sunday

Sunday Cup and other online
tournaments are the interesting
yet challenging events which NCS
has been organizing during the
pandemic. I was struggling quite a
bit in these challenges and didn't
have happy ending often as in the
OTB ones. This time I managed to
win the Grand Final thanks to
some determination and luck. I
missed some tactical ideas and
made a bunch of mistakes, but
overall I think it was a fine
performance. Sometimes, it is
okay to be empathetic to
ourselves, isn't it? Let me
introduce my game against Nanjo-
san, a particular example showing
that when the stake is high, things

can easily get out of your hands.

Nanjo, Ryosuke

Tran, Thanh Tu

NCS Sunday Cup 2022

Grand Final (5)

Pirc Defence Austrian Attack [B15]

1.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 3.Nc3 c6 4.f4 d5
5.e5 Nh6 6.Nf3 Bg4 7.Be2

AR 20 AR
2 a¥d p=¢

Actually here I was already out of
book. I have quite a bad score
against Nanjo-san in our online
clashes and it is usually not easy
to play against him with Black.
That's why I decided to go for
some fresh positions (at least for
me) and see where I could go
from there. So I was looking for
this line during the ten-minute
break and got some ideas about
the setup, how to develop pieces.
But I certainly couldn't go through
every single line, and
unfortunately this 7.Be2 was my

blind spot.

What I had looked was 7.h3 Bxf3
8.0Qxf3 Nf5 9.Ne2 e6 10.g4 Ne7
11.Ng3 f6 12.exf6 Bxf6 13.c3 Bh4
14.Bd2 Qd6 15.0-0-0 Nd7
16.Bd3 0-0-0 17.Ne2 Rhf8
18.Qe3 Bf6 0-1 (52) Wagner,D
(2572)-Aronian,L (2780) Douglas
2018 White has a pair of bishops
but the position is close, both
sides have already finished
development, so this would be

playable for a rapid game.

7...Nf5 considering White's Ng5
idea in the game, trading on 3
here would be most suitable to
my style. 7...Bxf3 8.Bxf3 Nf5
9.Ne2 e6 10.b3 ¢5 11.c4 Nh4
12.Qd3 Nxf3+ 13.Qxf3 Nc6
14.cxd5 Qxd5 15.Qxd5 exd5
16.dxc5 6 17.exf6 Bxf6 18.Rb1
Nb4 19.Kd2 Nxa2 20.Ba3 d4=
Black Knight will safely return to
c3

8.Ng5 Bxe2 9.Nxe2 e6 It is possible
to play e6 here, but usually we
don't want to let White Knight
stay on g5. 9...h6 10.Nf3 h5

cementing f5 square.

10.0-0 Nd7? I don't remember why

I was so careless.
10...h6 same idea, chase the
knight away and followed by h5

11.Nf3 h5=

11.g4! Ne7

12.b37? If 11.g4 got an

exclamation mark, this move



certainly deserves a question

mark.

12.f5!1+-1 saw this move when
he played 11.g4 and I was
seriously panicking. 12.f5 is a
very natural following and I
wonder why he didn't play it. The
more I thought of it, the more I
felt hopeless. 12...gxf5 13.Nf4
hitting e6 with both Knights
13...Nf8 (13...0-0 avoid Nxe6, but
we don't want to move the King
this way. 14.Kh1 c5 15.gxf5 Nxf5
16.Nh5 h6 17.Rxf5 exf5 18.Qg1
hxg5 19.Bxg5 Qb6 20.Bf6+-;
13...Qb6 14.gxf5 Nxf5 15.Nfxe6
fxe6 16.Qh5+ Ke7 17.Qf7+ Kd8
18.Nxe6+ +— White's attack is
simply too strong) 14.gxf5 Nxf5
15.Qh5 Qe7 16.Nfxe6 Nxe6
17.Rxf5 Rf8 18.Be3+-

12...h6 13.Nf3 h5 14.h3 hxg4
15.hxg4 c¢5 We want to undermine
d4 pawn with this typical idea of
French-like position. But there is

better move.

15...f5 gives White multiple
choices 16.exf6 (16.g5 ¢5 now
this ¢5 break is a better version
because Black doesn't need to
worry about the kingside
anymore, Black King can go to 7
and feels very safe there.; 16.gxf5
Nxf5 17.Kf2 Qe7 followed by long
castle and Black's position is more
than okay, thanks to the strong
Knight on f5) 16...Nxf6-+ Black

Knight is heading toward e4, and
White King suddenly becomes

very vulnerable.

16.a4 cxd4 17.Ba3 17.Nexd4 Nc5
and Black Knight will eventually
land on e4. But you don't expect
that easy play from Nanjo-san,

he'll stop you with intermediate
moves.; 17.Nfxd4 g5-+ White's

center isn't solid as it looks.

17...f6? 17...g5! I totally forgot
that this move just became valid.
Turns out, 17.Ba3 was not a good
move because it gains nothing
from the a3-f8 diagonal. Black
will never castle kingside. Besides,
White now lacks protection on the
c1-h6 diagonal, which makes g5 a
very strong breakthrough.
18.Nxg5 Ngb6 19.Nf3 Ngxe5 Black
can surprisingly sacrifice the
Knight for a strong center and a
deadly kingside attack. 20.fxe5
Nxe5 21.Nexd4 Nxg4 22.Qd2 Rg8
White King is too exposed 23.Kh1
Qc7 24.Nb5 Qg3 25.Qg2 Qxg2+
26.Kxg2 Bxal 27.Rxal Kd7-+

18.Nexd4 fxe5

= WY olo X
Ai A4H &
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44
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2 4 )
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p=4 W B2

19.fxe5? 19.Nxe6+— Qb6+ fork
20.Nfd4! Both of us must have
missed this move. Every check
and tempo is crucial in this kind
of position, and by jumping a
Knight to an attacked square,
White in the mean time create a
tempo for the attack next move.
20...exd4 21.Nxg7+ Kf7 22.Ne6
d3+ 23.Kg2 Qxe6 24.Rel dxc2
25.Rxe6 cxd1Q 26.Rxe7+ Kg8
27.Rxd1+- Black's position
collapsed.

19...Nxe5 20.Nxe6 Now this move

is not valid anymore.

20.Ng5 Qb8 21.Ngxe6 Nd3
22.Nxg7+ Kd7 23.Nh5 Rxh5
24.gxh5 Qg3+ 25.Kh1 Qh3+
26.Kgl Qg3+ 27.Khl=

20...Nxf3+ 21.Qxf3 Qb6+ 22.Kg2
Qxe6 23.Rae1 Be5 24.Rxe5 Qxe5
25.Qf7+ Kd7 26.Bxe7 Rh2+
26...Qh2+ 27.Kf3 Rh3# it would
have been nicer to spot this 2—

move checkmate.

27.Kf3 Qe2+ 28.Kg3 Qg2+ 29.Kf4
Qxf1+
0-1
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Alekhine, A
Capablanca, J
World ch 1927 (34)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5
Nbd7 5.e3 c6 6.a3 Be7 7.Nf3 O-O
8.Bd3 dxc4 9.Bxc4 Nd5 10.Bxe7
Qxe7 11.Ne4 N5f6 12.Ng3 c5
13.0-0 Nb6 14.Ba2 cxd4 15.Nxd4
g6 16.Rc1 Bd7 17.Qe2 Rac8 18.e4
€5 19.Nf3 Kg7 20.h3 h6
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Alekhine - Capablanca 20...h6
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21.Qd2! Be6 22.Bxe6 Qxe6 23.Qa5!
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23...Nc4 24.Qxa7 Nxb2 25.Rxc8
Rxc8 26.Qxb7 Nc4 27.Qb4 Ra8

28.Ra1 Qc6 29.a4 Nxe4 30.Nxe5
Qd6 31.Qxc4 Qxe5 32.Re1 Nd6
33.Qc1 Qf6 34.Ne4 Nxed
35.Rxe4 Rb8 36.Re2 Ra8 37.Ra2
Ra5 38.Qc7 Qa6 39.Qc3+ Kh7
40.Rd2 Qb6 41.Rd7 Qb1+
42.Kh2 Qb8+ 43.g3 Rf5 44.Qd4
Qe8 45.Rd5 Rf3 46.h4 Qh8
47.Qb6 Qa1 48.Kg2 Rf6 49.Qd4
Qxd4 50.Rxd4 Kg7 51.a5 Ra6
52.Rd5 Rf6 53.Rd4 Ra6

o [
Do
Do

Alekhine - Capablanca 53...Ra6 & T
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54...Kf6 55.Kf3 Ke5 56.Ke3 h5
57.Kd3 Kd5 58.Kc3 Kc5 59.Ra2
Kb5 60.Kb3 Kc5 61.Kc3 Kb5
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62.Kd4 Rd6+ 63.Ke5 Re6+
64.Kf4 Ka6 65.Kg5 Re5+ 66.Kh6
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66...Rf5 67.f4 Rc5 68.Ra3 Rc7
69.Kg7 Rd7 70.f5 gxf5 71.Kh6 f4
72.gxf4 Rd5 73.Kg7 Rf5 74.Ra4
Kb5 75.Re4 Ka6 76.Kh6 Rxa5
77.Re5 Ra1 78.Kxh5 Rg1 79.Rg5
Rh1 80.Rf5 Kb6 81.Rxf7 Kc6
82.Re7 1-0
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01 1.Qc2+

02 1.Ra5+

03 1.Be4

04 1.Rd3

05 1.Rfg+

06 1.Qbsg+

07 1...Bg5

08 1...Bc5

09 1...Rg6+

10 1...Bf6
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