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34.Kb4 Kg4 35.Kb5 Kxh5 36.c4
Bd4 37.Bb8 Bxf2 38.Bxa7 Kg4
39.Bxb6 Bg3 40.a4
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Tokai Open 2024 (3.1)

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5
4.Bd3 Nf6 5.c3 Bg4 6.Qb3 Qc7
7.h3 Bh5 8.9g4 Bg6 9.Bxg6 hxg6
10.g5 Nfd7 11.Qxd5 e5
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12.Ne2 Nc6 13.Be3 Nb6 14.Qf3
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20... N6xe5 21.Bf4
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28.Re1 Qa4+ 29.Ke2 Nc6+
30.Kf1 Rxe1+ 31.Kxe1 Nxd4
32.Bxd6+ Nxd6 33.cxd4 Ka8
34.Qc3 Rc8 35.Qb2 Nc4 36.Qc3
Nd6 37.Qb2 Rc2 38.Qb1 Qc6
39.Kd1 Rxf2 40.Nd3 Rf1+ 0-1
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Tournament Report

Before recounting my most
recent misadventures, allow me
to share a thought for those
impacted by the recent events
in Japan. | think most of us
enter a new year with general
optimism, and to then be faced
with such devastation is heart
wrenching. | hope those
impacted can find their way
back to optimism in due time.
And for us lucky enough to be
uninvolved, perhaps even a
simple Furusato Nozei could
help show some support for the

impacted areas.

Opening initiative gone, middle
game advantage squandered,
traded down into a perfectly
symmetrical and drawn
endgame, what a disappointing
situation to find ourselves in. My
head feels a bit thick and slow,
but the position is a draw in the
worst case and a win if my
opponent gets confused (right?),
so let me just play this move
and.. yes that’ s correct. Correct
in that | have just blundered a
dead drawn game against an

opponent rated 446 points
lower than me. Not a great way
to start my second ever Fide
rated event, but let’ s rewind a
little bit.

Having taken an 8h-ferry and
3h-shinkansen ride the previous
day to return to Osaka from the
far-flung islands of Goto, the 8th
of January saw me on a train
towards Nagoya, bright and
early for the Tokai Open 2024.
The Tokai Open was a 5 round,
Fide-rated event (classical
60+30) held over 2 days.
Although the maximum of 40
players did register, due to
some last-minute cancellations
or similar the clocks only started
on 19 boards when we kicked off
round 1. | had caught a cold just
a few days before and the travel
schedule and lack of solid sleep
were weighing heavily on me -
but we have all been looking
forward to this tournament
since 2023! During my
opponent’ s long thinks you
could find me huddled in the
hallway, trying to get more
comfortable without losing sight
of my board. Thankfully my
condition, my results and my
mood improved considerably
throughout the event.

Round 1: Black in a Sveshnikov

I still find that most players do

not know the best continuation
for white in this opening and
black can get a bit of easy
initiative. This game went that
way too and after damaging
white’ s pawn structure | was
able to get a fair advantage in
the late middle game. Sadly,
after looking at the winning
move in the middle game for a
few minutes (engine says -6) |
discarded it and traded into a
semi-, and then truly drawn
endgame. At which point we are
back to where | realized that the
400-point rule isn’ t all that
irrelevant after all, given that |
have just thrown the game away
against someone rated 446
points lower. Well done me and,
less sarcastically, well done my
opponent for keeping up the
fight.

Round 2: White in a Grunfeld

My lack of preparation showed
somewhat in round 2, as |
misplayed the opening and had
to choose between losing a
pawn or wrecking my king’ s
shelter with gxf3. Black found a
further option where they could
win the pawn eventually, but
could first take another set of
minor pieces off the board. The
probable oversight on their part
was that it opened the d-file,

giving me an unopposed Rd7



and the initiative. Having
burned a lot of time early on
already, they were down to a
few minutes soon, resulting in
an eventual oversight where
they sacrificed their remaining
bishop for a checkmate attempt
that was flawed: Following Rc1+,
Black allowed me to take their
bishop but got in Qel and was
looking forward to Qh1l#.
Thankfully I could still return my
lifted rook with Rd1, breaking
their piece coordination and
winning the game.

Round 3: Black in a Wing Gambit
In the last round of day 1 | was
the one burning time. 1.e4 c5
2.a3 Nc3 3.b4 and | was
stumped. | know the plan for
white if the gambit is accepted,
but how do I decline the gambit
without serious problems
regardless? 10 minutes went by
before | played 2..e5, allowing
white to dislodge my knight
twice and putting it down in
front of my king with Ne6.
Undeterred, white kept on
blitzing move after move while |
had to slowly pick my way
towards king safety. And then,
just when my 0-0 was within
reach, white continued with
Ng5, and after | took it there was
Bg5, and after they took on f6
there was Qh5+. Eventually

though most minor pieces were
off the board and with fxe6 | had
double my e-pawns and created

some imbalance. Qe8 and white
agreed to trade off the last of
their active pieces and enter a
probably-bad bishop /
probably-good knight game.
Finally my opponent also
slowed down and | could sit
back in my chair and breathe a
little easier. At a slower pace we
continued, each trying to find a
planin the mass of pawns and
remaining few pieces. Luckily
white made the bigger
inaccuracy soon after and | was
able to get in Rb7, allowing my
infiltrating rook to coordinate
with my perhaps-not-so-bad

bishop to make trouble in
white’ s camp. Then, following
a piece blunder by white, | had
the game in hand and my
adrenaline could slowly get
flushed out on the way to
dinner.

With a +1 score behind me and a
warm meal, hot shower and
(unfortunately dusty?) bed in
front, | was in good spirits as we
left the venue after day 1. I am
repeating myself but, the social
aspect of OTB chess is a key
ingredient for me and | highly
recommend to all participants
at events to get to know a few
other players, perhaps even
make a few friends.

Round 4: White in a King’ s



Indian Defense (KID)

Something | want to
compliment the event for is how
fast the rounds were updated
onto chess-results.com, a
website that | think is fantastic.
This fast processing also gave
round 4 a unique point in that
pairings were available well in
advance. | was facing a fellow
Osaka participant and tried to
look up a few of their games, but
realized it’ s likely going to be a
KID and decided to watch
YouTube instead. | have come to
dislike the KID quite a bit
recently and have also come to
realize that most players | face
don’ t know all the theory
either, and we usually splash
around in the middle game
looking for dry land or some
tactic to focus on. Come game
time and sure enough, a few
moves in we were out in the
wilderness of this frustrating
opening, each taking about
equal chunks of time to slowly
work our way through the
board’ s position. Frankly
speaking I think black got the
better of me, but by that time
we were playing blitzand many
mistakes go unpunished in such
situations. After near missing a
few blunders and tactics myself,
| finally caught black making a

mistake and it was Q/B vs Q/R,
with Rf7+ being the start of my
eventual winning of the game
(another game where |
eventually get a rook infiltrated
into my opponent’ s camp). A
nailbiter to the very last move
and now we only had 20
minutes before the final round
would commence - so off we
went for a quick convenience
store lunch. Shoutout to
SheldonOfOsaka, who realized
first they had flagged and
decided to troll me by slamming
their queen down next to my
king and announcing
“checkmate!” My chess career
flashed before my eyes in that
moment (I recommend their
chess blog on chess.com -
always a fun read).

Round 5: White in another
Grunfeld

The final round, where | would
face Mr. Nagoya himself (the
only game | finally faced a
higher rated opponent after
accidentally playing a Swiss
Gambit in round 1). We have
met various times by now but
have never sat opposite each
other. The game turned out to
be another Grunfeld, and a
pawn-sacrifice line at that. | was
already out of book on move 10
or so, where black’ s b6 allows

white to play dxc5 and if black
declines the queen trade with
Qc7 then white has xcb6 (in a
very informative post-game
discussion | was shown that Nd4
is the better follow up for white
here). In the game though, |
quickly came to realize just how
worthless this extra pawn really
was. Black had an incredibly
easy gameplan with
developments and threats
springing forth with ease, while |
had to try and make some sense
of what exactly my plan was
going to be. Fast forward a bit,
and after a particularly dubious
move on my part, black went
Ng4 and threatened to end the
game on the spot with Qxh2#.
Not only did | not see this idea, it
was only stoppable by losing a
piece, the exchange or a center
pawn (Given my original
pawn-up position, | end up
trading an a-pawn for an
e-pawn.. terrible). Thankfully |
found the pawn-losing line
eventually, but regardless the
position just went from bad to
worse. Fast forward some more
and we are in the endgame.
Black has the two bishops and
an extra pawn, while white has a
tummy ache and is desperate
for a draw. The engine shows
it’ s all over, but actually the



game after the queens came off
was one of the highlights of my
tournament. The tantalizing
chance of holding such a terrible
endgame against this opponent,
| was suddenly loving it.
Eventually however reality came
knocking - black traded off the
correct bishop for my knight,
and then the other two bishops
also came off and | had no way
to hold the opposition against
their king due to their extra
pawn. A pity to lose, but a great
game for me and my chess
learning.

And then it was time for the

closing ceremony. | will be
honest, for most events | do not
stick around for this part as |
prioritize going home, relaxing,
and getting ready for work etc
(also I don’ t normally win
much). In this instance though,
apart from coming so far for the
event, the experienced
tournament director and chief
arbiter were a step ahead and
they had prepared sweets, pens
and our results sheets (which |
don’ t think I’ ve ever gotten
after an event before?! It was so
nice to receive it).

Then, after saying all our

: -&%‘.f’\f\f\} a %

goodbyes and see you next
time, it was time to go home
and reflect. On the train back to
Osaka, thinking back across the
two days and various games,
the tactics, the surprises, the
highs and lows, | was once again
so happy to have made the
effort to go participate and
wondered when the next event
might be. In the meantime, at
least the new season of the
online Lichess4545 team league
is about to kick off (I highly
recommend this also -
lichess4545.com).


https://www.lichess4545.com/
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