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“Chess is not a game, but a disease.”
—HENRY CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN--
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MY FIRST OFFICIAL CROWN

Tran Than Tu




I have been in Japan since the end of June 2015. It's been 5 years now, which is like the blink of an eye. Time
flies, very fast. My first chess experience here was when I showed up at Chiba chess club in August that year.
Everybody welcomed me warmly, especially the organizer - Ogasa Seiichi, even though they didn't know anything
about me except my FIDE rating, which was quite low at that time (around 2280). Later, to everybody's surprise,
I won all the games and grabbed the first prize. Those were not easy games at all, and I still remember I was
struggling against Abe Yuta, who pushed me to a very passive endgame. In fact, being known as a very risky and
unusual chess player, I have been through many many hard times in many many games during my stay in Japan.
[ fortunately managed to escape almost all of those bad positions but surely I would not recommend them to the
audience.

Back to the story, after the games, Ogasa asked me to play for the Chiba team in the Japan Club Championship
and there was no reason for me to decline. That would be my first national tournament and a very good chance
to play against top players in Japan. It was in September 2015, the hot summer had gone away, welcoming
the cool autumn. I stepped out of JR Kamata station, took some selfies in a sunny morning and headed to the
playing hall. I won't go into detail because this would become a very long post if I do so. I won all 6 games again,
including a game against Baba Masahiro - the reigning Japan champion at that time. These good results not
only helped me win the individual gold medal along with the team bronze medal but also helped me make an
impressive debut in the Japan chess community.

After the debut, I continued to play and won a bunch of tournaments, including the Japan Chess Championship
in 2016 and 2018, in which I played under VIE flag. I am also the first player to cross the 2500 mark and
currently sitting at the top on the national rating list with rating 2546. There were ups and downs, and mostly
in 2017 and 2019 I was inactive. In 2020, I decided to try something new, so I got back to chess and changed
the flag in my chess passport from VIE to JPN. Thanks to NCS President Hiebert Yumiko, the process was very

smooth and quick. I've become a JPN player in February this year and was very eager to play under the new flag.
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In life, things do not always go your way. As a bucket of cold water had been thrown in my face,
covid-19 pandemic came and shut the world down. As a result, almost all the tournaments were
cancelled and postponed, including the Japan Chess Championship. But with great effort, NCS
has been organizing a vast amount of online events and manages to keep chess activities going.
It would be a shame if I didn't mention Shinoda Taro and Yamada Kohei, whose hard work on
Youtube helps attract lots of people to our growing chess world. Chess activities on the internet
must be focused more and more not only in this hard time, but also when the world gets back to
its normal state. Because the internet is the fastest way to spread the message and the easiest way
to reach people.

The online actions then became serious stuff when I was appointed captain, leading the Japan
team in both the FIDE Online Olympiad and Asian Online Nation Cups. I didn't achieve the result
[ had expected, but still it was a decent performance. My teammates also played well, so I'm
really proud of them and I was happy to have them in the team. But playing online is certainly
not enough, the players want to play OTB tournaments. They need to touch the pieces and feel
the air in the playing hall. And again, with significant effort from NCS, Tournament Director
Yamada Akihiro, Chief Arbiter Xie Qinlan, arbiters, staff, volunteers, sponsors and the players
themselves, we were able to hold 2 major OTB tournaments: Japan Chess Classic and Japan Chess
Championship. Big kudos to us all!

This year's championship was postponed from Golden Week until the end of October, and
due to a compact schedule, it was shortened to 7 rounds instead of 9 or 11 rounds as in the
previous ones. The smaller the number of rounds, the higher the accuracy one needs in order to
fight for the first place. Most of the time, you make only one wrong foot and soon after that you
realize you won't be able to catch up with your competitors. This happened to me indeed in the
Japan Chess Classic, where I drew too many games and even though I won against Asaka Samuel
in the last round, I could only manage to take second place because he had already won the
tournament with one round to spare. In contrast, things happened in my favor in the Japan Chess
Championship, as I entered the last round with 5.5/6 points, 1 point ahead of the next group. I
met Samuel again in the last round, same color, same board, the only difference is that he was
trailing this time. Surprisingly enough, he still had a good chance to win the tournament thanks
to the direct encounter tie-break.

I have to confess that I wanted to win round 6, thus win the tournament, so that I could relax on
round 7. Unfortunately I couldn't win round 6 and the fact that I needed to fight for the first place
in the final round made me a bit nervous. Fortunately, it didn't affect my play and I managed to
win another game to finish the tournament on a high note. I did become Japan champion for the
third time since I started playing in Japan, and for the first time as a JPN player. When I emailed
NCS about my intention to change federation, I mentioned that [ wanted to become "official" Japan
champion and that I wanted to fight together with friends as a team in international tournaments.
Well, now, the former has come true. Regarding the latter, unfortunately, as I have transferred
to Japan for just under 1 year (2 years needed), I didn't meet the 2020 Chess Olympiad Players
Selection Criteria defined by NCS. I have to wait and fight for a spot in the Japan team for the
2022 Chess Olympiad. The Olympiad itself has been postponed until 2021, and I hope it will be
organized normally. All the selected players are well deserved, so I'm looking forward to watching

them shine in the big event.



Looking back to the very first day I entered the Japan chess community, it's been
a long and eventful journey from the starting point to the day I won my first official

crown. Along the road, I have received many, many help from many kind people.

I deeply appreciate your support. I'd also like to thank all theplayers, who fought
well and continuously pushed me to my limits. It has been said that Ogasa
introduced me to the Japanese chess world, and the rest is history. But for me,
history does not stop here. I will leave this triumph back as a milestone and
continue to write another chapter. Our veteran, Bibby Simon, kindly suggested
me to get rid of stupid stuff (1.h4 for instance) and play normal chess. That is
obviously good advice, so you will probably see me "unusually" playing the "usual"
main lines more often, who knows?

To finish this long post, I would like to leave here a sentence which I'm using as
my wallpaper. Stay safe!

ARZRNT | BEZHELET, F2EES,

(Don't fear the future, don't regret the past, live in the present.)
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Japan Chess'Championship 2020 (6.3)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 g6 4.c3 a6 5.Ba4 Bg7 6.d4 ABRVAE—=RIETAT 47 TEHOETH, —EX
exd4 7.cxd4 b5 8.Bc2 d6 9.d5 Na5 10.0-0 Nf6!? b2 DR—=27% 16. Qcl BRETZIFTHBIRE ok
BHnEd,

17--- g5!17.Bg3 Nh5 18.Bh2 Nxb2!

Ruy Lopez CTHgiiii> TWAZ{LTd, WH I 10
Ne7 LJERAL. g7 DE Y 3y TOREZmMLizEXIC
L F9 5, 11.Bd2!? Bxb2 12. Bxa5 Bxal 13. Nc3 &\

STYRFTYIH I Ty A RGEB ey RIAEYI Y TORTEMATNS b2 BRSO
hfj:sb\ %ﬂ%}ﬁ%bﬂ'%f:&)bl‘)‘/}’ F%@%?%VZ j“/(/]\‘(\ c3 0)(?11\7’:?‘/]) ]\“b‘ﬁﬁé&t{@ia‘o %
g &5 DYAR DI DHA 7 AFNEEDZ )RS %

FAZITH, TNZRHENZ 0B SEERVET

11.Nc3 0-0 12.h3 Re8 13.Re1 Bb7 14.Bg5 h6 15.8Bh4 A TEHEAILI,
Nc4 16.a47!



19.Qd2 Nc4 20.Qd3 b4

Fa—TREWR 513, Ncd-Nb2-Ncd B 0K LT —
L0 M, ERIT Tu SAKET. ThLER
AV rERELETNCDT Y Y RTIE. YRR
WEF,

21.Qxc4 Bxc3 22.Rad1 Bxe1 23.Rxe1 a5 24.Rd1 Ba6
25.Qb3 Qf6 26.e5!?

FARMEHB ZHETEOLENDES>TWDT,
TOMHWITIFENTL, BEDPELVEHIE, T5I
BEIETCTCTET VT 4 Tl BEEDICVEE T,

26--- dxe5 27.Nd2 Nf4 28.Ne4 Qg7 29.Bxf4 exf4 30.d6
Bb7?

CCTORIZMERT, LR/ LTLERY
% L7z, 30..Rad8 31.d7 Re7 32.Nc5 Be2-+ < 5T/
W tHaTlie

31.Nc5 Bc6 32.d7 Red8 33.Qd3 Rab8 34.Bb3 Qf6
35.Bc2 Kf8 36.Bb3 Ba8?

6 E¢HZBV T Rb8-Rb6-Rd6 ZIHWFE L7/, Th
WRIIT LTz, 36+ Kg7 37.Bc2 Rh8 T h7 ZFEL<
FHNETY,

37.Qh7! Rb6 38.Re1 Rd6 39.Re8+?

10

hikeray 7ZENbizdH, feLiz<{&k->TL
£95FT9, LML, T TiF 39.Bxf7! Qxf7 40.Qh8+
Qg8 41.Re8++- L LTHDO I A —2 ik 3 FIENH
L. AMAERKIC Tu TANERL T NE L, Aad
CORYELDT U F v VAR LI & T, BURN
mnzfHArEd,

39...Rxe8 40.dxe8Q+ Kxe8 41.Qg8+ Ke7 42.Qxa8 Qa1+
43.Kh2 Qe5 44.Ne4 f3+ 45.93 Rd4—+

a8 DB gy TTEEELILDD, ed DF A M
WIFEIRH O T Ao

46.Nxg5 hxg5 47.Qxf3 Qf6 48.Qe3+ Kd8 49.Bxf7 Kd7
50.Be8+ Kd6 51.Bb5 b3 52.Qxb3 Qxf2+ 53.Kh1 Qel+
54.Kg2 Rd2+ 55.Kf3 Qd1+ 56.Qxd1 Rxd1 57.Kg4 Rd5
58.Be8 c5 59.Bf7 Re5 60.h4 gxh4 61.gxh4 c4 62.h5 3
63.Bg6 Re2 64.h6 c2 65.h7 c1Q 66.h8Q Qg1+ 67.Kf5
Rf2+ 0-1

PBLEEDERILELEN, ZIRFIT7 v
MHBBYID. TALMHEZTFICLE L, BIfFHIR
ENSHFICMNKEZTEZVE S ICFET T &,
SHBEBMEIC LN ERVWET,
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ZhnE, HEOBEES A, 4 HREBENMT LTz, 51
DEHAEFMEE SP/TR T3 EWIRERT L, FA
ICEBAODSIEHE L TLE DI T LM,
BRIBV EFEC E 3MAEZRICE DR > 72
ERVWET,

717 (https://ameblo.jp/mirai-227) TL» < DN DEk
BRRHZ L THWEDT, RGN RA 2 - &5 )HH
EIRHLTOIIBIC LI EBVET,

9 IRM5, (21...Rd7)

22. Bxf6 Qxf6 23. Nxd5 Qf7 24. Nf6+ 1-0
d5 DI R—NTHWEDF TIRBIEZ X T T4 7 A%
R FE LTz, 24...9xf6 25.Rxd7 THifG%E R4 £,

BT 3RM 5, (28...Rb6)

c6*®° d5 DR—2Z2H> TITE T2V TI M, BLRIEST
BN TVEDT—LRPBETT,

13

29. Nd3! Kg8 30. b4

ab R—Y 3B WBIIBINET 20BN DHZEZ, F
A & d31C5]&E, b4 X ICHMEE LTz, BEMDHD
TR IWIZNDT, Lo DEEAZRERZ THOHOE
9, ad ~ a5 T b6 D)—7ZBH) X T Rxc6 HMHWV &
mHET,
30...Ra8 31. Nc5

TC1331.e42 L TAd7 74U EDHDE REF,
31.Rc5! E LTEDOIHWD a5 ZIHIET 2 FEH/ITL
Too RFEES VT NICHA FZAD, Nad DS ¢ R—>
2B F2HOVE Ui, fiRE LTRBBICH TN IS
TENTEXEATLED, COUDOHEIZETET
EofemEBunEd,

FRAZIC TR 5, (27.h5)

E—RA L 2 R=VDOLZHWTENGTIHN, AHDT
2y ZIEIIT, h DINAR—=V Dz OFBE L x->
TVWET, /2, b7 Oy gy TREEHTENDT, B
FEHDBZNTIN, ESFLDIMEVI IR
TVET,
27...Nf5

WHB7%5 27...a4 TITH, 28.h6 a3 29. h7+ Kf7 30.
h8Q Rxh8 31. Nxh8 THEATY, AKDT, RL LTk
AWEDEHDIERZHNT ad ~a3 ZHLAICT S LI D
DERA, ETWEFA MELrDLTBEET,
28.Rdg1

BETDNWDB g T 7 A= 7%E L, EIh
LTEX LT



28...Kg7!

ZCT% 28..a4 &, 29. h6 Kh7 IZ 30. Nfe# TAXA b
EioTLEVET, CTRFVIEFEIE, h6 1
Kxgb Z HE2DMIELWT 4 72V AL7EDET, h7
I BB & N6+ TF2 T2 TkF 20BN TL R
WEJ,

29.Nh4

FiE he ZHBESETZWDT, g6 hgd DF A 2z
N EICHEDETHENEHNTHADEL VT,
29. N4e5 I1Zid 29... Bxe5 30. Nxe5 Kh7 £ L THZ, K
i AT JERIIC R D £,

14

29... Nxh4 30. Rxh4 Rg8!

FA M eI T, AOREHIFE DXL
Teo TO732L g7 7 AINVDEHDTL BT LICIZDD
T. Rg8 L LT, g 77 AIESFDDD, Jb—5Huc
FAUIEIF LTV ENERI &R0 T, £, FA b
ZHUC KD Kh7 &P TN F 2 T ZiBbhic{vD
T hDNRAR=VICHIRTEZRLEED, BOT 1+ T x
VAMEIILE L,

SREEHIE LS RHAT, KRR 6 L T o
fETUREN, HE, AZvy TDHORMT Kb ikEIck
HWTEDZEREZE> TR DEHMLTED X, £k
REETHBRVTELHZEELAICLTVEXT |
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TH, TOLI EHIBIEMD ZAR—YRTEHINEL L, HERF X
W E WS & DTIEH D A



aM VLAD
IMIR KR/
\MNIK'S |

VIASTER (
.LASS

16

I'd like to thank the National Chess
Society of Japan for helping me
attend GM Kramnik's Master Class
organized by World Chess, on
October 31 2020 (early morning
November 1, 2020 in Japan).

Reported By Mayur Gondhalekar



GM Kramnik covered prophylaxis, by explaining the
steps, the thinking pattern, and 2 brilliant games of GM
Karpov from the past. According to GM Kramnik,
prophylaxis is the essence of chess. It is a way of
thinking, which focuses on understanding what your
opponent wants to do, and whether to prevent it or to
permit and counter it.

He explained useful steps when accessing any given
chess position (including, while playing games):

1. Look at Tactics that favour you in this position, and
also at opponent’s tactics.

2. Then look NOT at “what | want to do” but look at
“what the opponent wants to do”

3. If the opponent is not threatening anything or there
are no tactics or positional plans that hurt your position
from 1 and 2 above, then consider “What do | want to
do/my plan”

4. Then choose your move.

POSITION 1

Karpov Anatoly -
Kuzmin Gennadi P
(19...Rfd8)

White (Karpov) to
play. Find his
continuation.

In the above position,

Are there any tactics? -No.

What is black’s plan? - Black wants to push d4.
What can white do? - After ... d4, play c4.

But Nb4 followed by Nxd3 after the Queen moves is
good for black. Hence, playing a3 in this position works
as a prophylaxis to stop Nb4.

GM Kramnik showed the game further. At one point he
mentioned that “Sometimes Active moves are also
Prophylactic” - This happens when we can play a move
that helps us develop and stop plans of the opponent
at the same time.

20. a3 h5 21. Kg2 h4 22. Re2 Nf8 23. Nd2 Rh6
24. Nf3 hxg3 25. fxg3 Nd7 (wants to go to Nf6)
26. Rae1 (with lot of threats on 8th rank)

Kf8 (now black wants to play Nf6, so prophylaxis)
27. 84! Qc7 28. g5 Rh8 (now as f4 pawn is attacked, white
simply defends it, while improving king safety)

29. Kg3! .. 1-0

Prophylaxis helps to be alert, to go deeper into an
opponent's mind. It helps see more for your opponent,
helps to defend much better and can win games by
stopping the opponent's plans.

This ability of seeing more of your opponent’s plans, he
said, is the difference between 2300 rated players and
2500 rated players.

Then he showed us two games, and walked us through
the prophylactic plans in each.

The process he taught us was to get a General feeling
of the position - check weaknesses, changes in pawn
structure, strong/weak points in the position, and then
use the 4 step prophylactic process to play the move.

Asking the right question, is half of the right answer.

POSITION 2

Karpov Anatoly
Timman Jan H
(13...Bd7)

White (Karpov) to
play vs Timman

In this position, GM Kramnik walked us through the
position on the board.

White has more space, everything is protected, and so
can play slowly.

Black has less space, no real weaknesses, would prefer
qgueenside play and play against e4 pawn.

White would want f4 at some point, and play in the
center and King's side.

So white can play slowly with:
14. g4 Rad8

15. Ng3 Bc8

16. f4 b5

Black would also like to get in b5-b4 at some point, but
if white wants to stop it with a4, it is better to do with
Rook on al. b5 however is not that great a threat so a3
would be fine.

Overall it was a good, informative session given us
useful ideas to try out in our own slow timed games
some day.
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Anand - Karpov 71.Bxf5 £ T

CcaP21:

HHEZ THLUED,
HAMZBR—e gy IR
BICHLE T 2 HTREZER H L, T
LEMAWVWZHT/SAKR—=VOIEMEIC A
SEGVHNEEICRD £T,

LS T T, ROoBEMEIRCOE
IO FET [ 1]

X1
TOFIZ g3, gl Zyav T, g2
ZR—=VTHRLUTVET,
LA E LT, BF TN
WABIBICIEERE L TEED £8 A,

Kf3-Kg4 T h3 D/ AR—
LES ERIENTITT,

K2 ICABNZE T, gl ZMA 3
h2 ey ay I3 LAMEICZD F
o NAR—VOMERIEIBT THE X
L&

VN SNT

18

ChEEMEZ THFE 7. Bg3+
LIRLET, CTOFTb8h2DXAT
IV FHED ICAD ET,

72. Ke4 gxf5 73. Kxf5[ [X] 2] &EATZ
X, R—reeyay IHfac
o TWVAze, g4, f4 DX A7)
HEZ TR T LICEHLTLEE Y,

e
LUF. 73..Bb8[ [ 3] & /8 XK —
DIDICHERZ 22T DODOFEL L T,
74. Ke4 h4 75. Kf3 h3 76. Kf2 Bh2 TH
55 ORI BIALHENTEE T,

el 1

~ The Bishop Ending You Must Know ~

1994 £, Amber @ blindfold (HEELXE) THE
17z Anand - Karpov D7 — L5 OHIE, 2 R—
T LTS BDMERICHE TS LS ICH A B D,
Ny gy FIEEI A hk—
717 (hl) BANATHO, MHHZRETIERD,

COEI BRIV RTF—LZEBEALBYZZ D
ioﬁﬁﬁ%%yﬁﬁy®?7:v7&
ST L— Y — N EDOFICEET S E TOBEZREL

Ty
T
voTaE—va A

Mr.B:
TORYYa Y TERRROT, —H
Eyayv S ERLEVTEHEDME

EZFEULMN Tl ght T2. K3 & &
TICRICEREEZTFEH D FE A,
HEICHE Y 3w T2 DTy
Rr—L%ZEZFT,
BiISAR—, DEH hR—VDiE
BRIANESOE Y 3 v Tofme i
reRFu—itiz>TLE S, B
BEOIIEEF > T2 0DIC h KT
BODDRA Y MR ET,



L3 e THTFIE 71.Bg3+ 5
ADET, I 71..gxf5 L LAEWNWT
Cyaw7oF vy 720N, hk—
DEZZET 5D HABFBTY, H
UKD TE 71.. Bgh+ I 72. Ked gxf5+
73. Kxf5 Bd2 74. Ke4 h4 75.Kf3 &£ 75>
T. BF VMRS hl ICEETZDT
FE—T9,

71. Bg3+ I ff L T I, 72.Ked
gxf5+73.Kxf5[ [4 2] LR F T,

ZZT., LB 73.Bel ZEZE
L7z,

74.Ke4? h4 75. Kf3 h3! [[X]4] l&V—
T2 TRBED,

CORIZEELZDT, BXATEWVT
HEH D FE A,

INTEBBREE SO TITH,
FHBITIX T4KF4! DB D, T4.. h4 75.
Kg4 THCEY Ao

EWVWSHTET, AF VT hLIKATh

B, ROFIEZEZET,

19

73...Bc7 74. Ke4 h4 75. Kf3 h3 76. Kf2
Bh2l L LT, Evavw S LR—
gl. g2, g3 DY AZMATLEAR,
HFEY G h GO TN TEEY
Ao

LUK, 77.Kf3 Kg5 78. Kf2 Kf4 79. Kf1
Kf3-+ L 75> TRBBICED 95

IRZ—K:

9, 71.. gxf5 72. Kxf5 Tl 72..
Bg5 73.Ke4 h3 74. Kf3= £\ S &KL T
H¥F > 7D hl ZBHIET Dz R0
DE[EHZFTT,

1O X DIV IE 72. Bxgb 7 D T
71.. g5+ Kf3 L#EH LS LHVWX LT

Hidgd ZHi STz ¢8-h3ic
YavITEEHOTEBEF T ELB LD
g ERFICHAE T,
DU Z DT 728 T A, 71... Bg3+!
RO E L,

#elC b8-h2 DFRRZTEIR T % T ki
Ko THF VI ZEETIONET,

72. Ke4 gxf5+ 73. Kxf5 Bb8 75. Ke4
h4 T, H LR+ T Z2EDT T
EHBTESTI,

3

%I:{

FliFIROMRRE D, h R— 2 DI#&
RANHARATH B, yav S
BH B RS — TIANIETE,

71...Bg3+! BMFTF, 72. Kxg3 gxf5 (&
Btk oyay T3S C
EMTER,

Z T C. 72.Ke4 gxf5+ 73. Kxf5 & i
BB LIKRBMN, TThHEOMM
ETHs [K1IcH>TW T ENT
TNRBHO LN TES,

%R . 74.Ked h4 75. Kf3 h3 76.
Kf2 Bh2 & iR, Anand D 1 & 7o 7z,
G, AR TH S [K 1] DI EIK
THIHTZ2ETHD, AL LTHIS
BUNEHBOT EMTERVED, &4
THITEERL,

—fle LTAY Y ET— FHARE
DT —LZFRTLTHEI S,

2010 4F, Khanty-Mansiysk Tf7bh
7eF T AFVET — FOHARvs ¥
E TR, 2 AR — RO -Jare 0 [ &

EX 7, BFLTOSEADNKESRICR
ZBMET3FlE—D7 T,

HORIGE ADE L T2kDFIEHE
ADFEEELTET I, i 1 DOIGH
EE LTEZATIELL,




Mr.B:

TOTF—=LIFM->TWwWE Lz ! UAE
@ GM Saleh Salem DD 7 — L TF
12

HTOT. 1 FHEE B AAEMZHI-
TVWET (%),

1 FH& 22...Ne6! [[XI 5] T9,

H-E B
E:%=

|
N N

il

o - mel

:
oy
§ Ll

FHE X 23.96 &3t F Lz, 23.
Rxe6 Rbe8 & 23. Qxe6 Rbe8 356 & o
LB LWETHIEEEZ RN T A

IO — Lz TV
Do TWE Lz,

272, TTT23. Qxa7Tizo7z6 &
IITAEDLD ERWDLLEZLTCHS
L. 23..Ra8 24. Qe7 Rfe8 25. Qf7 T,
25.. Nxg5! MWHWO 1 Fick b £9,
TDTFM 22..Ne6 DKRA > kT, 26.
Rxe8+ Rxe8 27. fxgh Rel# MdH H 9,
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ToTWV5,

it Jai. A< @ 13 23... Rbe8 24. Qh4
Ng5![ X 6] LHEARMDIBEB X L7z, i
%% Ngb WARA > Tl

wﬁE’

CCaP21:

HDOZA—2N—R7 77 ¢ 7IcH
ZETH, a7 h e2lcLhViFE i,
TN CIRER 21 % 1213 g6-Qhd M,
Ba3-Qd6 &\ FEAH D £,
ZFD%, £90E22.Nb7 LiETHT
a7 & d6 =z DD, I Rbe8 #JH
SHTHD Y A — 2 EBVIK T D
BDOENTET,

REULEISEVIAE NGB
S5OFafEd L EVET,

AL, CORMmMEEHEL TV A,
O 2> Tl D F 2R L £ 9,

—BAZENDZHELTZE, QtND
THNE5DOEET,

AR 2

~JIHRAN 73 [ B~
2016 D Gibraltar Masters D7 — L5, Hix 1 R—
VIS TED, HOVZ A —2 & B < lcge s

COFRFMAL G AHANEDIEHICH>TLES T
CICEB 2D, BAEMTHLIZNET A,

—7i  AOF 7855 E—ADEMAEEN TV S 728,
I USEDME > TE BN LA,
EEMEONS ZORE. AOT—LELIEE SR
IhH, Lo bEXTIELL,

il % 1Z. Ne6-Nxg5-Nf3 AR Z %7,
WK Nxg5 2 DR E N T WL IF L
DT, T4 AHN—FT & v 7 Lot
MC75% LB TEET,

22..Nf7? Tl 23.Qe2 5N TL
£5DT, 22.. Neb ZH.LICEZ TH
7ZWVTT,
ZNCHT ZHOHIEE 1 DT DEZ
TV kiciEbEd,

23. Qxa7 Ra8 24. Qe7 Rae8 25. Qa7
Nxg5 26.Rxe8 Rxe8 [[X 7] (ZHED/S
RF 27 VL EDHEEL TV B DTH
MERLZVTL &S GREATE © Rel
R N3+ 1S9 232 W7a < HEB).




23. Qxe6 Rbe8 IZ HBPLPLHEETZ S
T, 23.Ba3 % 23..Nxf4 H’dH 5D
THOMISIMDOTICEZTL L I,

23. Rxe6 Rbe8 24. Qxd6 Rxe6 25.
Qxc6 Rxc6 (ZEIENE F A TI M, 570
#5< Nh1-Ng3 &40 D £9,

& 24. Rxd6 Qf3 25. Rd7 Rxe7 26.
Rxe7 £ H O XITHHDOINV—TET
T4 7 Eo>TWVWakd, ol H
BIEFRHFTEE A

23. g6 IIZD LI HEENRE T,

23.. hxg6?? IZ1Z 24. Qhd+ 5 25.
Rxeb+ MWD £9, £ T, 23..Rbe8
24. Qh4 Ng5 25. Rxe8 Nf3+ 26. Kfl
Nxh4-+ & FHUXEBE B T,

23. Bd2 Rbe8 24. Qxa7 Ra8 25. Qe7
Rae8 [ X 8] IZ HMATT,

Ly
§ LI
5 2 .

L. TTETHET EEIF 22.. Neb
23. Rxe6 DX S ICHEIHATEHEDDH
B ES), BRIEE D RE R T
LHFOE—XZgIhETRLET S
(22..Nb7) b, #iHZiBY]> TEE
kS T LIicED F 9,

ARSI BIEZE DR L TH,
FOYE—ANT 7T 1 7755 JERIE
WHTIEIRNOT, T DRI
750 12 5 FUOERRE T 22.. Nb7 2 ARIC
s EWE T,

—fil & L T. 23.Qe2 Rfe8 24. Qd1
Nc5[ ¥ 9] LD E T,
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[ 9
L
- - -

A =TT ANE2DEBHIEL
RS, a5-Nab-Nb4 % 7zik Rb4-Rxad
DX GTHITZHIEL T, HOE—A
ZILADTREZES L ZEAE
£

TRAZ—K:
BRR—V BRI UBDCT 5747
BT L= AO RN EWIT EE A,
22.Nb7 (& U < 1% Nf7-Re8) 23.Qe2
T, K=roaryXrvt—v g on
HBEIICIFRATE A,

BN Z T TRAVTT A, 22.
Ne6! 75, 71— DHR5RENIES
FHLTWEESICRAE L,

23.Rxe6 & & T & 23.. Rae8 24.
Qxd6 Rxe6 25. Qxc6 Rxc6 [ X 10] T,
oA —TViRETIh S RO~
IWEFNCED ZF 5T,

W5 T & T, 23.Bd2 Rae8(23...
Rfe8 1k 24. Qf7 TP 5N £ 9 )24,
Qxa7 Ra8 25. Qe7 Rae8[ X 8] T Fu—
172D %5 T34,

e

SYAX—KEADHFEATNSHED,
HOELWHEHEHRERZE 7 A —
YONEERAUTKEICTS T T2,
ERED S EICBI2 EfEEND &,
f4 DR—2 250 I 5 )b — 7 Z2 s
ThTLE S,

Fr Y RE Wt TORAIVIT
22... Ne6! 7z 5 A AN B EH 2 B D
J7zu,

HODwih 25 C T DOFEEET
fRgcemtEnE, BT L —Y—
ZHELTRWVWEAS,

HOTA—=2DNT &, el D)L—
TREEERICIR o TWVWA T EICHERL,
e 77 AIWICIV— 7 AT FEAHNIC
BoTWb, EE5LD%EMZRNTE
C OWSEFIIHOL LR,

Mr.B EADFRMIED . EEIZEIN %
FERZMZ %,

23.967 Rbe8 24.Qh4 I K L C. 24...
Ng5! B D—TFI 7z o Tz,

Rel & Nf3, WHFDOHWZRES T &
MTEIZV. HOHWTH > 7z QxhTH#
& gh icBktaicF 1 FAL > DFS T
Wb,

HD 5 A TREDETIZ, YAX—
K &k CCJP21 T AM/RL Tz 23. Bd2
nH

HolRX7Fovay (EoiL) I
X% Fo—ZzirdFEiZ > 7z,

ZFNLNDIETIEAF Y T 05T &
EHOENZDOINTHRED K S I—
KUCET itz

LIAT, CORMZEE> ERTHR
DT L—Y—ZFTTREOF VYT
MrB TAERETTHDO—F,

HARTLEHHOMEREZHES T L—
Y—OmEEN W o Tz TAEAD,
REMHOMEREEESAD N L —
VI O—MickB L5, FLTKR
BN MrB & ADHIS 7R WV RTH IC 7%
% X5 g EEISEA THWIZDER,
DWICHTHNEHNETCLE >z,
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1. 1EC&HIC

10/31-11/3 ICHE S NI S EE DL HAEFHEICH
ESMLTEE L, 2LDAKD, HiBOTOTLL
AMORELRIZEBENTVEEEE LIz, KEHD
MEHITTVE L,

ET. e LLAERIGSTH S, OTBDO T L—T
LHAMWREERZHND LA TEELIICEVE
ER

Nakamura, N. - Maeshima, H., Japan Chess
Championship 2020, Round 1, 1-0
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Position After 30. Bc3

EHAETHEDOHT D — LT, TOH% 30.. Rb31? &
fBLELE, HF YT L RBIL—T ORICHDEIN 2 D
HE-TWET, TOXIAEBE. 7a7 VLHETIE
Half-pin &MHEN K 9, Half-pin i3 ¥ > & 75 s
BNEWVI DI TIREVDOTTH, EBE5hRAMHIL
EEIRANEENBTDFNR T T4 7 AND 5,
EWVHTENRETEEIFIEIEE, FHENICEY ENT
B TE RS T EREE T,

TuTVLDT AT 1 TIGFHTE &I Iain 5 B
MDENONE LNEVWEES>TWE LD, TOREZ
FEZTWBEECENESI TRV LICRDEEXL
7zo

23

23FULEDHEILY F AL FOBEH

REICADEL &9, BIETE. 707 LA MAD
EWVIHFRICINA, 2FXAL T N AL FORMEZENL
FLlzo 5 TR3IFULEDEAL T M AL MEHNT
TVl Ed, DB nFXAL Y N AA MK
LT MmFEAL] &EEFET,

STFUEDAL v OTOTVLIE, 2FAL DT 0
T LU LCHRTREFEMITZ L0 5 21 Tld <,
BUWEEDHT LWT AT 4 7 ZI0ALT LN TEET,

2FAAL MOTO T LLATIE, #ITFE TAAL FOJHY
EEDZ T TREY =TV TV JIBWVRAL T OWVT
NHTHO, 2FHBSLTEZ AL MTBWIALFTL
Teo TORIDOHT, BUWEEDNHIZET A T4 7 2D
AR 21D T L REHETIEH D A, EHIC,
2FAAL FORELIIIERICEL, 2LADT7AT 47T
TIKER ETHREINTETCLE > TCVET, 707 LA
W —FEOZEMEME LT RENB L, DMk &
HWICRO BN B ERD—DTT,

UL, 3FUEDAAL FOTa T LLTIE, &HOD
FIC2FAA FCUEF g o Niah o Rz R %
TENTE, TOTLIANIMART AT 4 72 RE
BZTEMTEET, PIZRTOHEXLEX I,

Kroitor, M. V., Zadachi i etyudi,




#3WI3FAA M ZEKLE T, AL SHBHT, BN
EDES sz Lz LTHE3FHICAAMCTES
XIOBFIEZRDOT B, LV S EBETT ., £7z.(5+4)
EHDOEIN 5D, HOBIN4DTHBT 2R LET,
EE58, Tu7 L LOMEERHEELZETEILIAS
£l TY,

ST, TOMEZNTHEXELEX 9,

F9UE, wiEbB V2SI, ARENGDF T DIR
MZHRRET, BFEVITDHFERFEL, AF T
WK 2Frvr78HDEHA,

Tid, L LA L EI D, ZBEATHELL I,
BEFUITER—VEHNERODT, gd DT a3y
ZENTULOBHD FEA. LML, d1-h5 ORER ETH)
Mg L e6 NDOFEHWZ T Neb6# TAA b, c8-h3 DOF
FRETHEINT & 3D ENMEATNIBH# TAA T,
DFD, CORMEERELY =TV TV T (filZfFL
TERMNCEB (IO L) x> TVET,

AR Ta 7 LVLTEFA e STERLLETN, A
T OTB L=V — DL ARTEEEZ, F 1%
NTEHLLET, HLNHTTIEIEZETL,)

Zo5%5L,. ARTRHELETIE 1 FRADFTY, L
ML, FZEDBT/SZATNELNTL & 5D

FA N EENT ERIEADA A FHEAZ, d6 DET 3w
T T & BRI K R Ke5 LWV FEEBNETCET,
FUTEUNTENMREHOZSHFTIMN, 2T TR
FU TN T ERICKe3 EWV S TAVELET,

HAHEd3 oy gy I TIN, InrEhd e REE
YT ORFENEZZDT, BET 3 v THENTEED
FARTD1IFERXA T (Neb# Hn Nf3#) h7x< 72D X7,

DX D, BT/ SAZTZFENAICIF RN LICKD
£9, THRDEAFHEGEAL NDHWZEZ LS
WEWTFEHA,

UED, RDOESHFNRZET,
Try
1. Ba6?

CTOTFITH UTED 1. Bd1(f3,h5)? THHUZ 2. Neb+
Ke4 3. Bd3#. 1.. Bh3(f5,f6,d7,c8)? T & N & 2. Nf3+
Ke4 3. Bd3# &, WINE LY 3 v THTTONMEICK >
TAAMTEDET, LHhL, Hiid 1. Be2l L\ H5#
WZIIHAHO, TOFTEYayIHhd3EMASC L
THIRD A A S 2B E DD, HICHkETFRDH O £/,
1. Ba6? Be2! 2. Bxe2?? & 2. Kxe2?? £ A7 A )V AA F T
ER

24

T, HRREREESICHAT TN, EMIEMTL &
2 M
fi
1. Bf1!

fLICHI<, TOFNIEMTY, Bk
1.. Be2!

VI T AT TV AMRIEOESEDRZITTY, HlF LR
Cyaw 7z ablc#ihLizizo, 1. Be2 ik LT 2.
Bxe2 & 2. Kxe2 £ AT A IV AA MmO E Uizh--
2. Kxe2!

i, SEREFVITTMAEIETHIOF Y TNE
T T OMERFENTNEDT, TNTATAIVAAL
MDD FEFEA, BIE
2..Kc4
bt = IR NORA N
3. Ke3#

TTAANN—=RT 2y IDAAL MIIEb 9,

figeat

C o717 L L& Indian Theme & FEEN S T —< D
EfT9, Indian Theme (X, [HDF 1> E—Z (QRB
OVIND) YIFTHE, ZOHEDOFT RrEozh
EHH-T) A VE—ADTA V2FADRDOE T
LWV T—XTY, L7 a7 LVLOEEIF. gy
TIHIFTILICEE, 2 FHTHDF Y INZEDT A
HIESTETRF UV TDATAIVAL M EHEE LT,
ZD®H, 3FHTAAMITES, EWVWSEDITIES
TVEd,
2FHTHAOE—XDFEZHNTHEI DT, f
FTHOITDLIE—AOFZ EZRHTF ZHFANCHD D SV
TV &I, TR DHZFNEMRTHZD VD
ECAICHHAT A TV EZTNUEERVET,



3RNZ T EDIES

GM John Nunn (OTB 7L —¥—& LT EHTI A,
FLATAT VLB NTE 3EDREF ¥ EF VI
Fi R EDOFIERFELTVET) & 3 FAAL MIKRZE
AT T2DO0%A T FE5N% &, #HE Solving in
Style DFTHENWTWVE T, 1 DHIZ Bohemian & FEEN
%2 AT T &9 —DIX Strategic LFEIND XA T T,
MFEREY 7V T 74 ADK 5%, HZ9K &5 GHFIC
BRED, HEOELO AL FOREIBICKDZ X545
O7LLT, [RNIT V] LWV BENSAA—TE
N3, ARFRENELCENE TR T LLTT,
(EBICE, 19 il T A DRI 7HISHEO T 1T
LI X bOWIRICHIKRT 5 K 5 TT,)

—J5 T Strategic &PFEIEN % 2 A T, FOmi
EREMLITOTLLTY, FEET S0 2FTTS
AT T, Try & Key OBIfRME, BIORhEOTHEE
DA% 717 L LAOFOHRNDPTHYE S T &2 F
ELTVET,

CORHIF. A FAAL MY RICEYTEES EBVE
TH, 4FAAL ML LOT BT LARFOmRMELEZRE
% LICERNEINIAFMNZ N ER T X T,

EELDEATDOTa T LV LALEAEOHHAI D 2
O7LVLTY, TNENDRATOTOT L LZHEAL
FITDT, EE5DXATHADOUIHNEZENEH
T DOEMHAVWNE LNFE A,

% 9" Bohemian O % 1 7 DOfFfh & LT, Pospisil D 3
FAAL FOERTT,

Pospisil, J., 1st Prize Deutscher Schachbund, 1892

25

COMERMBHIFENRA S E S DD#TI,

figt

1. Ra5! (Threat: 2. Qe5+ 2... Nxe5 3. Ne3#, 2... Kxe5 3.
Bd4#, Bd6#)

1.. N4xa5 2. Ne3+ Kxc5 3. Ned#

1.. N6xa5 2. Ne7+ Kxc5 3. Ned#

1.. Nxb2 2. Ne3+ Ke5 3. f4#

1..Nd4 2. Ne7+ Keb 3. f4#, Qxd4#

1... Bxc5 2. Qf6 (Threat: 3. Qe6#)
2..Nd4 3. Ne7#
2..Nd8 3. Ne7#
1.. Bb8

A}

.Ba3+(2. Bb4+)
2.. Nxab5 3. Ne3#, Ne7#

#IF1& ambush &FEENZ XA TOFTT, HI O
(ComaiEreyay ) ZHreido1E—X (C
DBFEIFIV—27) OFENFAS KT, FAVE—A%
2=y FOB (TDHEEZEDOF VT ) D%AIHEE
RETZEIICELSTFOTLZEVET, RiFV<DoOh
O¥z Tzl TIRNE T, ZOEERE->2AA MET
AL hENET,

1..Bb8 DT A DX 5ic, 2 FHLUEIC HICHEEGE
D DTFIEN D % 7% dual EWVWETS, FITIEEGE
DHB 7T L L (cooked &V 3 TERFATCTEINET)
EEEEELIEETNEEA (PR EICEHKD £
A B, dual DA ZNIET TRATERIEL IZHREE
nNd. BEICIDFAINZLEHDET,

R Strategic D X 4 T O 7w T L L& LT,
Johannes Kohtz & Carl Kockelkorn D HEAEIC K % 4 F A
4 b LUE T, Kohtz & Kockelkorn (&, JEH ETHr
R4 Vik (New German School) &PHINZHIRD 7 1
TLIANT, ZOBOTOT L L KERFER 52
frewnwbinsd 2 A\OAYITY,



Kohtz, J. & Kockelkorn, C., Festschrift des Akademischen
Schachklubs Miinchen, 1911, “Eine Schwalbe”
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#4 (7+8)

TOT LU LORERICEBREES AIE4F AL FTT,
RAVEET D] ZEMT % Eine Schwalbe & 15
A M DIFENTVWET, ZL T, D Schwalbe
DHENIIE RA Y D717 L LEMEE (Die Schwalbe)
DT ETR>TOET,

fige
1. Qf7! (Threat: 2. Nd3+ Kd1 3. Qb3#)

COFITIIRFDHET T,

F 9, 1.Qa7? (HWIF 2. Qal#) lcxf L TR 1.
Ra4! LZFbNEd, —/. 1. Qh7?(JHWVE 2. Qb1#)
WU TIEE 1. Red! &2 5NE T,

ZIZTET. TOF2BELET, HOE RicEWE
D 2. Nd3+ Kd1 3. Qb3# TI A, TOFDODEDEKIE 3
FHICHSGMNMTED T,
1..Bd5

Bl OZT A E HD F T N (1.Bed 7k &),
Qa2~Qal+~Qxb1# ZIH->TAA MTEBHMH D X,
ZTTCIOA—VDMEZIED S 1... BA5 DESROZT 75
Td, CTTEYavTzd5 @Ml TV e
BTHNTEFT,
2.Qa7 Ra4

Hid 3. Qal# 22T £d, BRAICTIT 2. Qh7?2 1
2..Bed TZMD X, 2..Rad TTHEITET, £o%<
HEH»RTHLDOHNEFATLE T,

3. Qh7!

26

Qbl# Z2%2\) % 1= ICHid ed DX A THEWTT S L
WTIH,

3. Red 4. Qhl#

CNDWITFTEY 3 T 7% g2 5 d5 I8 LR
TT.ed TIL—I WY g v TOREZEN TS LT,
F1iZ Qhl# MA[HEIC /R D F Lz, Tz,

3.. Be4 Qh4#

W=D 7% gd 5 ad ICHINLIzT & T.ed TET gV
TIIV—2 D& 2k U, Qhd# MAJREICR D £ LTz,

COXIIC, =Ty ay THBHOORE &2
WidadK2IC7A—22EHNd, LI TF—xDTa7
L I\ C9, Eine Schwalbe (&, #& L2 ET5 71—
DX ZDRXDOL TFICHEZDLATeMBTIMN, C
DEICHDTA VE—AWFELEDLHE E2H<
o2& 7a 7L L, 2O a T L LADH L Swallow
Theme( DIEXHDT—<) EMEENZ XSk F L,

4.EbYIC

F2m, 3FAAL DT TLLEATFAL DT
07 L LZENALE L, 3FULEOTuI VA2 F
AALPKOERLDIFHLNTTH, —HFTHEEL T
LWERE 2L FEDRENZE Z G BEMZ R TH
SDOREELWEA TORETT,

RENE, ®2LES XA TOTaT LLEHFNTLES &
BEdT, HEEMBNILTRF I T2 AL FOFICT
%. Helpmate &MINZ 2 A TDTT L LT,

SE MR

Velimirovic, M, & Valtonen, K. (2018) The definitive book
Encyclopaedia of Chess Problems: Themes and Terms.
3rd Ed. Sahovski Informator.

Nunn, J. (1985) Solving in Style. Gambit.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Die_Schwalbe
(2020/11/4 Bi%5)



2 T ADL—AEAS>THTHETEILE, NAZEDTLIZARSEEN ST LIRRTELZLTH S, I
j HIEDS% 2 o 72FA1Z, IR E WHILHT, ZOEDOF =227 7 7%hTiE, 23I2=274 —KHVRAAT
e /Y GuriEe L, BMaRFHZEBIIETh b o7z,

WO ER D MEE S5 hoTEAE, EH2EDOGM, MKEAVES T itk ., ThE-AREMED,
HPORDOHECHEMF = A 2HATHH I T Lichoiz, URRKIZZDEDONo.IT, BFED B4 Y YT —FF—
LICABLRADF 2 AT LAY —CTHbB, FxRA77vE LT, Fy 7GME W5 Y EETHEEIZES TR T2
O, BROFEICEAEA L2208, EHICELVELEE >,

NEOHEN %S A TRT bR, RFIFZDI BIEARY I THT, LIZ2DHA~ZATLE > TSR
CTHBLHD->-Z D5, DnFilENetlixCAENZF 7= [74 -V XF¥y ey b ]| OFEANT Y HFRZ
bE e, WA F c AOFHEEZFHEL OO D BHMTENMERFcEFEITHNTLE ) LI BHI BN TV,

ZLCELBBEBE LML A S URTICIZ. GMOAI Y BV ird oD, ZOEAVIFIAICL>TRELRSZ LD
D, FEICHL EJF23L, GMIZEb o7 AL WIHIRZF>TWiz, ZARIARTLY AVPIHZDRZ 2 % TIIHR
RLoWERLZ o728, bR AHLEIRELELLNT, DLABLWAL -7,

IO DIFEE Y ICR o TE T, BiFEEZ L. WHRK FzABOBVTCHIMELZEMLC, ZOHA~LTAT
PEATHL , BARAICETHRICER L7 LT, IFAIT—ALBEEL >IN0, Ly X v FADSKED
ToZ Y LRAELTVZE W) DRFHELIDOED/NE BETH 5,
Ly ZAVAEIE, RAEMBETLE 5728, AEGHREEL 2L, MALIERFHL TV X 5 b o7, HlziEFaLo
JElf, SteinitzXDEFLRIZTH ., TMEBHESEFH ST, HTEeF o2 LTzt nw) Ty —F
CHOELBRRERDED., WIEE 2 CHMIALFLZT 22D L.,

[BRoTibELHRAT, b rolFIckLE L]

L TholHEN, HEDL LWEALE LTz,

Z AIRATHBN DR, T2 AONEATCELZT7T 7V 2 Xy vya—FL, TH
TV FRERLEC EZBICEHETEE Tk, LedbbrAbflizdnh
BT LEARNFERI N, Ly R Y HICGMAENREE T 2 2 A CTEWL
ZlhwZeBuhanbd, RETLT A FCEHET 2440 X 5 a5y
T ICIE > THTAHEEN S D ZFE 5 72,

Wilhelm Steinitz DWICHFEDHE N, REDBE S ez DER. MK O HEN A —5,
Curt von Bardeleben
1985F RRBEK 3

Ter & (b2 A LHREDIHED TP oT VbR, LLHEHELLe>TVE, |

-

\

SEHELL L IATTR, EVIDERL 2P o72L>TEIT
FThI oV S 2 HTEFTICEM CEoEFDZ L 2L -TE -
TREADBTEIAETE, LEYEY L AR OAELEET IR L V%
70 v 7, T®AIRPanda2000, TH ZDOEHDODHEVDR Y FLp—
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THE QUEEN'S GAMBIT v

‘The Queen’s Gambit’ is a seven-part mini-series on Netflix, about a young orphan girl who becomes a
chess prodigy. The show is firmly affixed at the top of not just the US viewing rankings, but of 27 countries
in all. There have been suggestions that this series may be a contender for academy awards. A drama about
chess, a cerebral pursuit and one that is not particularly visual, is not an obvious critical streaming hit, and
this is an unconventional success. And this is a welcome success for chess players such as ourselves, as this
can help to bring the game to a wider audience.

~

The, .
The series is closely based on the novel ‘The Queen’s Gambit’ by Walter Que\gy:}s (r}&mlbit
alter Tevis

Tevis, published in 1993. Three of the author’s other novels have been
filmed, starting with the Hustler (1961), The Man who Fell to Earth (1976)
and The Color of Money (1986), featuring Paul Newman, David Bowie and
Tom Cruise respectively.

Here the show’s protagonist is Beth, and we see her growth and her
struggles from childhood into young adulthood. This is a story of family
(and the lack of), of abandonment, of loneliness, of the ebbs and flows of
friendships and relationships, of addictions, and of Beth'’s prodigious
development when introduced to a board game, chess.

We are chess players here, and this is a chess newsletter rather than a movie magazine so it befits us to
discuss the chess aspect, and how well this is portrayed on screen. Firstly, it is worth noting that author
Tevis was an amateur chess player himself, and the novel itself received plaudits for its accuracy in this
regard.

On screen, chess has so often been portrayed stereotypically and clumsily. Chess has too often been used
as shorthand in film and in television dramas for obsession, for psychosis, and as an obvious metaphor for
the careful planning of a clever, criminal mind. Here though, the game of chess is portrayed largely
accurately, and with considerable warmth. Word is that Garry Kasparov and US chess expert Bruce
Pandolfini were consultants for the show, and such relevant input shows. Indeed the final game of the
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series, Harmon-Borgov, was chosen by Kasparov
himself, and is based on Ivanchuk-Wolff (Biel IZ, 1993).
Each episode is titled in a chess-related manner, which
is a charming touch, starting with ‘Openings’ moving
through the seven episodes to, inevitably, ‘End Game’.

Lead actor Anya Taylor-Joy (who is, by the way,
captivating in the role of Beth) tells in interviews how
she learned to play moves in a realistic ‘chessic’ way
partly thanks to her training as a classical dancer - she
remembers the chess moves as a series of learned body
movements. Not just the moves, but how the moves are
played is realistic throughout. Games are real games,
and we can follow the moves. One sees real chess
variations on the board (I noted a McCutcheon French
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Bb4, for example) and
should you be so keen, you can go to YouTube to see
some of the chess problems and positions used in the
series.

It must have been a difficult balance to portray chess-
related discussion and make this accessible for the
regular audience while also keeping it realistic, and this
was done well. A particular highlight, chesswise, of the
show is how the Russian public’s love of chess is evoked
as Beth plays, and succeeds, in the Moscow Invitational
tournament. How popular this young American chess
talent is among the hordes!

(Image: Netflix)

This is certainly a recent Netflix highlight and the show is highly recommended. Personally, I enjoyed
watching, and sandwiched the binged viewing in just a few days either side of the Japan Championship this
year. And in talking with non-chess friends here, they loved it too, speeding through the episodes. Chess
players and non-chess players can watch and enjoy together, so you can watch with your families. And
maybe this can help them to at least partly understand why you spend so much time playing this particular
board game! (FM Simon Bibby)

(Image: Netflix)
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TYLER’S REVIEW

(hess Calculation Training

Volume 1 : Middlegames

Chess Calculation Training
Volume 1: Middlegames

by Romain Edouard
Thinkers Publishing, 2017

Thinkers Publishing has come
onboard as a major chess pub-
lisher in the last several years,
with an amalgam of interesting
and instructive chess books.
Grandmaster Romain Edouard
is one of the founders of this
company, as well as the author

of several books. Chess Calcula-
tion Training Volume 1: Mid-

dlegames is the first of his books
that I have read, and I am
pleased to say that it is both ex-
cellent and highly instructive.

This book differs from many
puzzle books in that it is much
more than simply a compilation
of “White to play and win” or
“find the mate in 4”exercises.
Rather, the exercises - all from
recent games - are categorized
into various thematic sections,
which are likely to occur in
one’s own games. | will briefly
outline these sections below
and give some sample problems
from the book and my own
practice.

Chapter 1: Warm up

As the chapter title indicates,
this section is easier than the
others. Many of the problems
can be solved without much cal-
culation once the key move or
idea is found, while others take
a little bit of calculation to work
through. Before tackling other
sections, the author recom-
mends that the readers warm-
up by solving 4-8 problems
from this section at the start of
every session.

Chapter 2: Punish bad coordi-
nation!

This section is very instructive
because the idea of punishing
the poor coordination of your
opponent’s pieces is rarely dis-
cussed in chess books, yet it oc-
curs very often in practice.
Games can be won or lost en-
tirely because of coordination
problems, such as disconnected
rooks, undefended pieces, two
pieces trying to occupy the
same square, or a piece that has
few retreat squares, and learn-
ing to recognize these problems
and how to exploit them is es-
sential for becoming a strong
tactician.

Chapter 3: Find the unex-
pected blow!

This chapter is all about finding
the hidden killer blow. Sacri-
fices, intermediate moves, and
unusual looking moves are all
on the menu, and the problems
can be very entertaining, albeit
difficult.

Guerrero, Richard Sanmarti
(2258) - Raimbault, Pierre
(1931) [B32]

Barcelona - 14" Sants Open A
ESP (1.98),2012.08.17

White to play and win:

Chapter 4: Play the right move
under pressure!

This is one of my favorite chap-
ters, though also one of the most
difficult in my opinion. In this
chapter, we must find the best,
and often only, way to defend
when under pressure during a
game. The goal is often to equal-
ize or draw, which is certainly
nice when the position seems to
be losing for us! In addition, it is
realistic, because we commonly
find ourselves in this situation
in actual games. Finding tactical
solutions is not always about
finding a way to win. Sometimes
it is simply about surviving.

Some of the problems in this
chapter are quite pleasing aes-
thetically. For instance, can you
save Black’s position in the dia-
gram below? Negi, a 2600+
grandmaster, was unable to do
so during the game:
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Korobov, Anton (2702) - Negi,
Parimarjan (2641) [B90]
New Delhi-AICF-AAI Cup IND
(9.1),2012.12.29

Black to play and draw:

Chapter 5: A devastating at-
tacking move!

This chapter is all about finding
an incisive move to crush your
opponent’s defence and check-
mate their king. Sometimes
multiple moves look good, so it
is important to calculate care-
fully and find the very best one,
as your opponent may be able
to defend against the others.

Chapter 6: Find the stunning
winning move!

The theme of this chapter is
finding a spectacular or unusual
winning move in a variety of dif-
ferent situations. Sometimes, a
preparatory move is made first.

Chapter 7: Play the Killer po-
sitional move!

This chapter requires the
reader to find strong positional
moves, which are justified by
concrete tactics. So far I have
found it quite difficult because
the moves are not necessarily
winning, but rather, increase
one’s advantage slowly. The au-
thor gives the final evaluation of
the positions to help the reader
know what kind of move is ex-
pected from them (e.g. winning
vs. clearly better).

Chapter 8: Find the missed
move!

This is one of my favorite sec-
tions, as it is particularly in-
structive and not often seen in
tactics books. For every prob-
lem, a series of moves was
played and you must find where
the missed opportunity oc-
curred within that series of
moves. This is a useful skill to
have because during our own
games, we often discard a possi-
bility because we see that it
does not work, without fully
looking at all our options on
each move of the combination.

Scott, Tyler - Matsuda, Ryu
Japan Chess Championship,
2020, Round 5

1l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4
4.Nxd4 Nc6 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.Be3
a6 7.Qf3 Nf6 8.0-0-0 Ne5
9.Qg3 b5 10.a3 Bb7 11.Bxb5
Rc8 12.Ba4 Nxe4 13.Nxe4
Bxe4 14.Bf4 Bd6? 15.Nxe6?!
(15.Qxg7 or 15.Kb1 were ob-
jectively stronger)

Find the missed opportunity
for Black to defend in the
game continuation: 15...fxe6
16.Rxd6 Bxc2 17.Rxe6+ +-

Chapter 9: Evaluate the op-
portunity!

In this section, the author sug-
gests a possible move, and you
must assess the resulting posi-
tion and evaluate whether it is
winning, losing, or unclear. This
nicely imitates game situations,
where we often have to analyze
and assess candidate moves be-
fore making them.

Chapter 10: Make the right
choice!

In this chapter, the author gives
two moves, but one is a blunder.
The reader must decide which
move is the right one, and why
the other is an error. I particu-
larly like this chapter because
choosing the right move among
several tempting continuations
is something I have struggled
with in my own games, often
losing as a result. For instance:

Pitra, Andika (2274) - Scott,
Tyler (2065) [B30]

Malaysia Open, 2018, Round
5

1.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6
4.Nc3 g6 5.0-0 Bg7 6.e5 Ng4
7.Bxc6 dxc6 8.Rel 0-0 9.d3
Nh6 10.Ne4 b6 11.h3 Nf5
12.Bg5 h6 13.Bf4 Nd4 14.Nh2
Ne6 15.Bg3 a5 16.a4 Bab
17.b3 Nd4 18.Qd2 f5 19.exf6
exf6 20.Bd6 Rf7 21.Ng4

o
i

Should Black play 21..f5 or
21...Nf5?

Chapter 11: Special section

This section is for exercises that
do not fit anywhere else in the
book. They contain a short in-
troduction to help readers
know what they are looking for.

Another chapter that might
have been considered could
have been titled “exploiting
pieces that are out of play’
though one could argue that
problems of this type might fit
into other sections, such as
chapter two. For example:
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Kitagami, Show - Scott, Tyler
Nagoya Open, 2019, Round 7

1.g3 d5 2.Bg2 Nf6 3.Nf3 c5
4.0-0 Nc6 5.d3 g6 6.Nc3 Bg7
7.Na4 Qd6 8.c4 d4 9.e4

Nd710.a3 a5 11.Qb3?! 0-0
12.Nel e5 13.f4 f5 14.exf5
gxf5 15.fxe5 Ncxe5 16.Bf4
Bh6 17.Bxh6? Qxh6 18.h3?
Qe3+ 19.Kh2

X el E&
lxlml Ix

@l&lp

AT A N ﬂa
A B Ja®
g B Bzl
How can Black exploit the fact
that White’s queen is out of

play?

This is my favorite tactics/cal-
culation book so far. Not only
are the problems sufficiently
challenging for players of most
levels (even titled players will
find many of these problems
difficult), but they are also very
instructive.

My only criticism of this book is
that the solutions given to the
problems are sometimes a little
short or incomplete. Occasion-
ally, what clearly looks like a
candidate move or defense to
the correct move is not men-
tioned at all, despite being a
very human-looking move. This
is a minor qualm, however, as
readers can plug the positions
into an engine and figure out
why the moves are not good if
they are unable to work them
out on their own.

I highly recommend this book,
but be warned, some of the
problems are very difficult to
solve. Many of them I cannot
even begin to solve, while oth-
ers [ often solved incorrectly,

overlooking some defensive re-
source or stronger candidate
moves. That being said, players
of any level will certainly im-
prove their calculation skills if
they put in the time and effort
required to solve these prob-
lems. Players looking for some-

thing easier might try Chess Cal-
culation Training for Kids and

Club  Players, by Romain
Edouard.

I recommend working out the
problems entirely in one’s head
before moving any of the pieces
around on a board, but for really
difficult problems, sometimes it
helps to move the pieces to see
deeper into the position. If you
really have no idea where to
start with a problem, looking at
the first move of the solution
and then trying to work out the
rest of it might also be a useful
strategy.

Highly recommended, espe-
cially for ambitious players who
are willing to work hard. 5/5
stars.

Answers to the problems:
1.Guerrero - Raimbault:

18.Qxf8+! Kxf8 19.Ng6+ fxg6
(19...Kg8 20.Re8+ Kh7 21.Nf8+
Kg8 22.Ne6+) 20.Ba3+ Ne7
21.Rxe7 axb3  (21..Qxe7
22.Rd8#)  22.Rxc7+ Kg8
(22..Rxa3 23.Rd8#) 23.Rd8+
Kh7 24.Bb2! 1-0 Black re-
signed due to 24...h5 25.Rxg7+
Kh6 26.Rd6+-

2.Korobov - Negi: 23...Qh4!
Only this beautiful move draws
for Black. 24.Qxh4 (24.Bxe57?

Qe4+-+) 24..Nf3+ 25.Kf1
Nh2+=.

3.Scott - Matsuda: 15...fxe6
16.Rxd6 Qxd6 17.Bxe5 my op-
ponent probably thought that I
would play 18.Qxg7 next, with a
crushing dark-square attack,

but Black has a move which pre-
vents both of White’s threats
17...Qd3! Leading to a roughly
balanced position after the ex-
change of queens.

4.Pitra - Scott: 21...Nf5 22.Bf4
g5 23.Bh2 is safe enough for
Black. Instead, I got greedy and
played 21..f5? Allowing the
strong 22.Nxh6! Bxh6 23.Qxh6
fxe4 24.Be5! (the move I over-
looked) which gave my oppo-
nent a winning attack.

5.Kitagami - Scott: the solu-
tion here is not forcing, but after
19...Raé6! Followed by swinging
the rook to the kingside, I
quickly developed an irre-
sistible attack against the White
king. The queen on b3 simple
cannot get back in time to help
with the defence, and several of
White’s other pieces are not
ideally placed either.

(Scott, Tyler)
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Kyurian in Tokyo, 3R Swiss,
Rapid 15m+30s/move, NCS
rated. Registration starts from
12/9, Beginners (U-1200) only!
(Details on our website)
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