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series, Harmon-Borgov, was chosen by Kasparov
himself, and is based on Ivanchuk-Wolff (Biel IZ, 1993).
Each episode is titled in a chess-related manner, which
is a charming touch, starting with ‘Openings’ moving
through the seven episodes to, inevitably, ‘End Game’.

Lead actor Anya Taylor-Joy (who is, by the way,
captivating in the role of Beth) tells in interviews how
she learned to play moves in a realistic ‘chessic’ way
partly thanks to her training as a classical dancer - she
remembers the chess moves as a series of learned body
movements. Not just the moves, but how the moves are
played is realistic throughout. Games are real games,
and we can follow the moves. One sees real chess
variations on the board (I noted a McCutcheon French
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Bb4, for example) and
should you be so keen, you can go to YouTube to see
some of the chess problems and positions used in the
series.

It must have been a difficult balance to portray chess-
related discussion and make this accessible for the
regular audience while also keeping it realistic, and this
was done well. A particular highlight, chesswise, of the
show is how the Russian public’s love of chess is evoked
as Beth plays, and succeeds, in the Moscow Invitational
tournament. How popular this young American chess
talent is among the hordes!

(Image: Netflix)

This is certainly a recent Netflix highlight and the show is highly recommended. Personally, I enjoyed
watching, and sandwiched the binged viewing in just a few days either side of the Japan Championship this
year. And in talking with non-chess friends here, they loved it too, speeding through the episodes. Chess
players and non-chess players can watch and enjoy together, so you can watch with your families. And
maybe this can help them to at least partly understand why you spend so much time playing this particular
board game! (FM Simon Bibby)

(Image: Netflix)
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TYLER’S REVIEW

(hess Calculation Training

Volume 1 : Middlegames

Chess Calculation Training
Volume 1: Middlegames

by Romain Edouard
Thinkers Publishing, 2017

Thinkers Publishing has come
onboard as a major chess pub-
lisher in the last several years,
with an amalgam of interesting
and instructive chess books.
Grandmaster Romain Edouard
is one of the founders of this
company, as well as the author

of several books. Chess Calcula-
tion Training Volume 1: Mid-

dlegames is the first of his books
that I have read, and I am
pleased to say that it is both ex-
cellent and highly instructive.

This book differs from many
puzzle books in that it is much
more than simply a compilation
of “White to play and win” or
“find the mate in 4”exercises.
Rather, the exercises - all from
recent games - are categorized
into various thematic sections,
which are likely to occur in
one’s own games. | will briefly
outline these sections below
and give some sample problems
from the book and my own
practice.

Chapter 1: Warm up

As the chapter title indicates,
this section is easier than the
others. Many of the problems
can be solved without much cal-
culation once the key move or
idea is found, while others take
a little bit of calculation to work
through. Before tackling other
sections, the author recom-
mends that the readers warm-
up by solving 4-8 problems
from this section at the start of
every session.

Chapter 2: Punish bad coordi-
nation!

This section is very instructive
because the idea of punishing
the poor coordination of your
opponent’s pieces is rarely dis-
cussed in chess books, yet it oc-
curs very often in practice.
Games can be won or lost en-
tirely because of coordination
problems, such as disconnected
rooks, undefended pieces, two
pieces trying to occupy the
same square, or a piece that has
few retreat squares, and learn-
ing to recognize these problems
and how to exploit them is es-
sential for becoming a strong
tactician.

Chapter 3: Find the unex-
pected blow!

This chapter is all about finding
the hidden killer blow. Sacri-
fices, intermediate moves, and
unusual looking moves are all
on the menu, and the problems
can be very entertaining, albeit
difficult.

Guerrero, Richard Sanmarti
(2258) - Raimbault, Pierre
(1931) [B32]

Barcelona - 14" Sants Open A
ESP (1.98),2012.08.17

White to play and win:

Chapter 4: Play the right move
under pressure!

This is one of my favorite chap-
ters, though also one of the most
difficult in my opinion. In this
chapter, we must find the best,
and often only, way to defend
when under pressure during a
game. The goal is often to equal-
ize or draw, which is certainly
nice when the position seems to
be losing for us! In addition, it is
realistic, because we commonly
find ourselves in this situation
in actual games. Finding tactical
solutions is not always about
finding a way to win. Sometimes
it is simply about surviving.

Some of the problems in this
chapter are quite pleasing aes-
thetically. For instance, can you
save Black’s position in the dia-
gram below? Negi, a 2600+
grandmaster, was unable to do
so during the game:
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Korobov, Anton (2702) - Negi,
Parimarjan (2641) [B90]
New Delhi-AICF-AAI Cup IND
(9.1),2012.12.29

Black to play and draw:

Chapter 5: A devastating at-
tacking move!

This chapter is all about finding
an incisive move to crush your
opponent’s defence and check-
mate their king. Sometimes
multiple moves look good, so it
is important to calculate care-
fully and find the very best one,
as your opponent may be able
to defend against the others.

Chapter 6: Find the stunning
winning move!

The theme of this chapter is
finding a spectacular or unusual
winning move in a variety of dif-
ferent situations. Sometimes, a
preparatory move is made first.

Chapter 7: Play the Killer po-
sitional move!

This chapter requires the
reader to find strong positional
moves, which are justified by
concrete tactics. So far I have
found it quite difficult because
the moves are not necessarily
winning, but rather, increase
one’s advantage slowly. The au-
thor gives the final evaluation of
the positions to help the reader
know what kind of move is ex-
pected from them (e.g. winning
vs. clearly better).

Chapter 8: Find the missed
move!

This is one of my favorite sec-
tions, as it is particularly in-
structive and not often seen in
tactics books. For every prob-
lem, a series of moves was
played and you must find where
the missed opportunity oc-
curred within that series of
moves. This is a useful skill to
have because during our own
games, we often discard a possi-
bility because we see that it
does not work, without fully
looking at all our options on
each move of the combination.

Scott, Tyler - Matsuda, Ryu
Japan Chess Championship,
2020, Round 5

1l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4
4.Nxd4 Nc6 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.Be3
a6 7.Qf3 Nf6 8.0-0-0 Ne5
9.Qg3 b5 10.a3 Bb7 11.Bxb5
Rc8 12.Ba4 Nxe4 13.Nxe4
Bxe4 14.Bf4 Bd6? 15.Nxe6?!
(15.Qxg7 or 15.Kb1 were ob-
jectively stronger)

Find the missed opportunity
for Black to defend in the
game continuation: 15...fxe6
16.Rxd6 Bxc2 17.Rxe6+ +-

Chapter 9: Evaluate the op-
portunity!

In this section, the author sug-
gests a possible move, and you
must assess the resulting posi-
tion and evaluate whether it is
winning, losing, or unclear. This
nicely imitates game situations,
where we often have to analyze
and assess candidate moves be-
fore making them.

Chapter 10: Make the right
choice!

In this chapter, the author gives
two moves, but one is a blunder.
The reader must decide which
move is the right one, and why
the other is an error. I particu-
larly like this chapter because
choosing the right move among
several tempting continuations
is something I have struggled
with in my own games, often
losing as a result. For instance:

Pitra, Andika (2274) - Scott,
Tyler (2065) [B30]

Malaysia Open, 2018, Round
5

1.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6
4.Nc3 g6 5.0-0 Bg7 6.e5 Ng4
7.Bxc6 dxc6 8.Rel 0-0 9.d3
Nh6 10.Ne4 b6 11.h3 Nf5
12.Bg5 h6 13.Bf4 Nd4 14.Nh2
Ne6 15.Bg3 a5 16.a4 Bab
17.b3 Nd4 18.Qd2 f5 19.exf6
exf6 20.Bd6 Rf7 21.Ng4

o
i

Should Black play 21..f5 or
21...Nf5?

Chapter 11: Special section

This section is for exercises that
do not fit anywhere else in the
book. They contain a short in-
troduction to help readers
know what they are looking for.

Another chapter that might
have been considered could
have been titled “exploiting
pieces that are out of play’
though one could argue that
problems of this type might fit
into other sections, such as
chapter two. For example:
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Kitagami, Show - Scott, Tyler
Nagoya Open, 2019, Round 7

1.g3 d5 2.Bg2 Nf6 3.Nf3 c5
4.0-0 Nc6 5.d3 g6 6.Nc3 Bg7
7.Na4 Qd6 8.c4 d4 9.e4

Nd710.a3 a5 11.Qb3?! 0-0
12.Nel e5 13.f4 f5 14.exf5
gxf5 15.fxe5 Ncxe5 16.Bf4
Bh6 17.Bxh6? Qxh6 18.h3?
Qe3+ 19.Kh2

X el E&
lxlml Ix

@l&lp

AT A N ﬂa
A B Ja®
g B Bzl
How can Black exploit the fact
that White’s queen is out of

play?

This is my favorite tactics/cal-
culation book so far. Not only
are the problems sufficiently
challenging for players of most
levels (even titled players will
find many of these problems
difficult), but they are also very
instructive.

My only criticism of this book is
that the solutions given to the
problems are sometimes a little
short or incomplete. Occasion-
ally, what clearly looks like a
candidate move or defense to
the correct move is not men-
tioned at all, despite being a
very human-looking move. This
is a minor qualm, however, as
readers can plug the positions
into an engine and figure out
why the moves are not good if
they are unable to work them
out on their own.

I highly recommend this book,
but be warned, some of the
problems are very difficult to
solve. Many of them I cannot
even begin to solve, while oth-
ers [ often solved incorrectly,

overlooking some defensive re-
source or stronger candidate
moves. That being said, players
of any level will certainly im-
prove their calculation skills if
they put in the time and effort
required to solve these prob-
lems. Players looking for some-

thing easier might try Chess Cal-
culation Training for Kids and

Club  Players, by Romain
Edouard.

I recommend working out the
problems entirely in one’s head
before moving any of the pieces
around on a board, but for really
difficult problems, sometimes it
helps to move the pieces to see
deeper into the position. If you
really have no idea where to
start with a problem, looking at
the first move of the solution
and then trying to work out the
rest of it might also be a useful
strategy.

Highly recommended, espe-
cially for ambitious players who
are willing to work hard. 5/5
stars.

Answers to the problems:
1.Guerrero - Raimbault:

18.Qxf8+! Kxf8 19.Ng6+ fxg6
(19...Kg8 20.Re8+ Kh7 21.Nf8+
Kg8 22.Ne6+) 20.Ba3+ Ne7
21.Rxe7 axb3  (21..Qxe7
22.Rd8#)  22.Rxc7+ Kg8
(22..Rxa3 23.Rd8#) 23.Rd8+
Kh7 24.Bb2! 1-0 Black re-
signed due to 24...h5 25.Rxg7+
Kh6 26.Rd6+-

2.Korobov - Negi: 23...Qh4!
Only this beautiful move draws
for Black. 24.Qxh4 (24.Bxe57?

Qe4+-+) 24..Nf3+ 25.Kf1
Nh2+=.

3.Scott - Matsuda: 15...fxe6
16.Rxd6 Qxd6 17.Bxe5 my op-
ponent probably thought that I
would play 18.Qxg7 next, with a
crushing dark-square attack,

but Black has a move which pre-
vents both of White’s threats
17...Qd3! Leading to a roughly
balanced position after the ex-
change of queens.

4.Pitra - Scott: 21...Nf5 22.Bf4
g5 23.Bh2 is safe enough for
Black. Instead, I got greedy and
played 21..f5? Allowing the
strong 22.Nxh6! Bxh6 23.Qxh6
fxe4 24.Be5! (the move I over-
looked) which gave my oppo-
nent a winning attack.

5.Kitagami - Scott: the solu-
tion here is not forcing, but after
19...Raé6! Followed by swinging
the rook to the kingside, I
quickly developed an irre-
sistible attack against the White
king. The queen on b3 simple
cannot get back in time to help
with the defence, and several of
White’s other pieces are not
ideally placed either.

(Scott, Tyler)
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https://japanchess.org/
2020/11/ncs_course/
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@aChess_Society

NCS OFFICIAL
CHANNEL
REACHING 500
SUBSCRIBERS!!
SUBSCRIBE US
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