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Griinfeld, Russian System [D81]
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqY5KLipFk01FtsxPb3yM6g
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Colle System [D04]
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Sicilian Najdorf, Main Line [B99]
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Van't Krijs Opening [B99]
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Sicilian Defence Najdorf Main
Line [B99]
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Mikenas, Montevideo Defence
[A40]
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Giuoco Piano Game, Center
Attack [C53]
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Championship Chess.com (3),
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Pirc Defence, 3...e5 [B07]
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Sicilian Defence [B50]
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Tran Thanh Tu 1 - 0 &35 M
FRERE - 1 HIE Rk
(W BASF 1 - 0 KZA 5]

F245 YV F

o Aoshima, Mirai

m Yamada, Kohei Japan Online
Rapid Championship
Chess.com (4), 24.01.2021
QGD, Three knights, Harrwitz
Attack [B07]

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 €6 3. Nf3 d5 4.
Nc3 Be7 5. Bf4 [[X]
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Championship Chess.com (4),
24.01.2021

Reti Opening [A04]
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Championship Chess.com (4),
24.01.2021

Ruy Lopez, Morphy, Breyer
Variation [C95]
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Championship Chess.com (5),
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Sicilian Defence, Najdorf,
Browne Variation [B98]
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Japan Online Rapid
Championship Chess.com (5),
24.01.2021

Dutch Defence, Leningrad
[A04]
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Japan Online Rapid
Championship Chess.com (5),
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Sicilian Defence, Westerinen
Attack [B98]
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DT —LIFHFICTA DA
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o
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36...Bxg3 37. Rxe7 (+- A5
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Maen, EEBEEAY EL
7=

5 6
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o Aoshima, Mirai

m Yamada, Kohei

Japan Online Rapid
Championship Chess.com (4),
24.01.2021

QGD, Three knights, Harrwitz
Attack [B07]

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 d5 4. Nc3
Be7 5. Bf4 O-0 6. e3 c5 7. dxc5
Bxc5 8. cxd5 Nxd5 9. Nxd5 exd5
10. a3 Nc6 11. Bd3 Bb6 12. 0O-0O

[X]
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12... Qf6

PR L WET, 12..d4 13. e4
Bgdh'Z (g nTWE T,

13.Qc2 ?! h6 14. Bg3 Bg4 15.
Ne1 Rac8

13. Qc2lEb2%5F4) D Dh7ICH
THFTETD. c774ANITIIL—7
ZRloN3 & F-EITE2HENH
TLBDTRLHEWFETL, 13
bANBRIE >/ EBWET,

16. Qa4 Bd7 17. Rb1 Rfd8 [[X]

17.Rfd8 & T

adlcklF =4 —>HdTn LY
ERVAVAIE = o¥ (- Sl adl) -
LWEHTY,

18. Qh4 Qe6

18... Qxh4 19. Bxh4 f6& 71 —
URBENTHNELWVWEE ST
WX L7, eloF A F&hdn
a3y TOEBEHAEL, d5-ddHH
5D TEOIIR— v IERICHY
FthA,

457> KD 18..0e6? (£, ¥
A TEFRICIEA 72 d s i e —
FTLEy BWETHWNI &
Ehnr>TWELED Kb
ZFLELE/-HF. SOED
ICE Y TWARWESS A BEREIC
H7=ZRFS->7-E8B0WE
¥, —LHA
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19. Nf3 Re8 20. Rfe1 Bd8 21. Qh5
Bf6 22. b4 Ne5 23. Nxe5 Bxe5 24.
Qxe5 Qxe5 25. Bxe5 Rxe5 26.
Rec1 Ree8 [[X]]

26.Ree8 £ T

eSTRE LA IThNE L
=-h., BldFM41bEeEE~YIEY
3y TERK-SZ Tk Yd5-d4
NTERHY, DBAEZEERY
PIWELOT, Bty T
AT E,

=72, 2ZhBEBIEDITS
2HICESTEIND DAY EL
<, BEEFEWE LT,

27.Rc5

2O W I5ETIE27. Kf1& L
TEF Iy 2—IIBEFIES
DHBEF Y —=TTH. Fohe2
ICENK &ddE INTAR—V %R
BINTLESENLHY £,
F7-. BHn27... Rxel 28. Rxcl
Rc8 29. Rxc8 Bxc8 & /L— 7 % 2 %8
XRITHFNHY £9, d5DFH R
DARITAPRWTT A, FFas
— DT TIEENEODIFEL W
ERWET, £oT. ZZikBESY
NOEENTARENH B EE R,
B> T27.Rebe L L7

IW— 0 B L FBRICh 7 7 AL
#E,. BDa, biR—>%&%—4
v MZFBIHNTT A, cR—rA
Mz 574Uy bEHY FT,

27... Rxc5 28. bxc5 Bc6

b7TOSFY IZEE L £9 AN cblZ
EYay 7HANWEELASHDGD
Ebhhic<WEERY £,

29. a4 a6 30. a5

12

allk—>vEMIFEL, Ly
v—ZMTET, BEOHEWIEA
WTT A, fFkEabR—rEE-
ToBRICRAR—v & LTRE
BeL x4,

30... Kf8 31. Kf1 Re6 32. Rb4 Ke7
33. Ke2 Kd8 34. Kd2 Kc7 35. Kc3

BEWFV T HE VA=Y AR
ICENET, BIE32.Rb4EIL—7
EARBICH DB Z EICLY,
BEods-ddEHULTWET,

35... Re5 36. Rg4 g5 37. Kd4 [[X]

37.Kd4 £ T

KddDFEIZEDERICEDINS Z
&AW EIZd5-d4 % B < HeiF o
fMBERY FY, ADOIL—71Zb7
FANICETHEICTFLONTWLS
DT, FHEICHEST=FI7PA4F
BlCEILTES OARWTY, &
NTHOERE IZEE LAY, K
DICFRTEDRERY £ L1

37...f6 38. Rg3 Kd8 39. Rh3

INThR—=2Bh 5 W
ERY, BRBRERY F LT,
RE->7T38.. hb& LTH, 39. Rf3
Re6 40. Bf5 Re8 41. Bg6¢f6A°hb
DR—=VEERNET,

39... Bb5 40. Rxh6 Bxd3 41. Kxd3
Rf5 42. f3 Kc7 43. Ke2 Kc6 44. g4
Re5 45. Rxf6+ Kxc5 46. Rf5 Re6
47. Rxg5 b5 48. axb6 a5 49. e4
Kxb6 50. Rxd5 1-0

FoOYA RDR—vELTE
S>1t=DT, HElFR—vEMIL
TWHEAa BT RERY, B
IFUHYA > LEL,

AREFETRBL, H-o5Y
EELLmo>TLEVWR LA
ITT4TICELTIRAESDR
WL BB Y ISR e e R
WET,

FE<BREPEA L, bEeBTE
BIszzerTcEEz LI, BHLWL
HELH oD TIH—BORKES
ST EBWET,

hoSEOBRIE BazRL

LRFbETNG W] T, BHK
BERBEELOORAICED-D
NEWERAZLEALDILEBWE
—a_o

IO 5B TOTBTHE I 1
SMBY . BhrRhRAELTHTF
TRIIHITBEFR—TarvE
ROZEZE L o7-TTH. 5
By RF>r 74 vHKRE
BREzeRhYFELRZ, EEDE
A BFOEIA, HYDLE
STENWE LA



FMV (L 3LF

SElDTZ7 R 774 FL
¥, NCSLZ—FI5TEE L@
Do Ay FD EEFE L THkAE
L7z TRIIBED /L —V —IC
HMER->T-EHETHEFIFE
AERWDTE A, BREEDE S
AT L/SL—2 3 v OERITE| &=
MELELATWEIZZS EWD
FEEREL BN AL LNEYE
A.l (’é&"_) o

EROICIE, BlIFE-REDED
FORAELFHEIIEDOR—XT
EHONImEB->TWET, 2D
BEETIE. /79 R7 7450
ICA =D —iRE RN TE
NIFEBWET,

F9. 77A4FURIEDE
WMDREHEDELERT, BEDO70
DTT7HEEZES, EFEOERM
[FRBENTWBD T, L=k
—HEELTVTHENLITRT
WFEES A, BIBHESAZESIMIC
WERT B EITHRDE LTz, FFIC
FTROBEREEZDEFRES AL
BNCD-TEBETIZELHY
Bi-0, &It i-WEFET
—g—o

EEEaTIEREN RE>TULR
hoTTfz, BEIZRD LS 1
BEETERFE LTI EIZL
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Sicilian Najdorf :
VSHDFEZ A, vsHEDEHZIA

Delayed Evans gambit :
VSEDFEI A, vSEDOKRZINEA

QGD Bf4 variation :
VSHDFIE X A

Sicilian Classical :
VSEDFIE X A

eb Sicilian :
VSEDKRZHME A, vsSEDTUZ A

TuZ AR D WD [ ZEHEIC
A ZXP>TL Bhohbiah -7
7= T9 (%) , Delayed Evans
gambitiZFeE A2 BH L /-8 L
AT, BLFEZA, KEMX

AMIEAEATHEZSR LS BRI EN
HilL, £HB5H T Ruy Lopez
Byl

ZWLDOFELISHAND T — L
THY FEATLIZA. FEICK
WEMMEIE SN A L, LT
BLTWBRERFTEEICHIGL &
SEEZTWE LT

HEBm1IAMaIC A Y BAE
bErERXRINE LA, BID
1. 2BBEHIFEIA. BHEIAIC
BELAREFSTZOTRAEZ— IRy
v aAnEETT,

o Hirao, Satoshi

= Yamada, Kohei

Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (1), 24.01.2021

Sicilian Najdorf, Main Line [B99]

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4.

Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. Bg5 €6 7. f4
Be7 8. Qf3 Qc7 9. 0-0-0 Nbd7

(]

9..Nbd7 ¥ T

SHATF T AEFELY

SREDEBIZHITDEAA T
—<XTY,

10. f5!? 5 11. Nde2 b5 12. Bxf6
Nxf6 13. Nd5 Nxd5 14. exd5

ZZETIE. FEOFEE - B
HEREUETTY, 20T —L4lF
14... Bb7 15. Ng3 Rc8 16. Bd3 Qcb
17. Be4 0-0?7 18. f6! Bxf6 19. Qf5
+/- (BER) [Z1H] LEXED
FRIALWELE LT,

kX 19.Qf5 £ T

F¥o LSk ->TLZESD

LES7D, X4 FDBHEISL
BRoTLEWET, by a v/
DEIZLHEICHY FHA, £V
ZET, WEREERET,

14. b4!

CIDTAEBENLENS 7 —
YA RZEHIELET, c8DEY
3y JEDBICAIEAFFICLT
BLZEDNRA Y bT, 5%F-
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TWhIEF YR Y 7 LTHREE
HY)FEFTA, BIFXRIC Ng3 &L F
TH. ZDFA bHgR—vDERE
EMWELTNDBH, WHAWIE
2877TY,

15.Ng3 0-0 16.Bd3 a5 17. Be4?!

(17. Ne4) 17... a4 18. Kb1 Bd7 19.
Nh5 16 20. h4 Bb5 21. Rh3 Rf7 22.

Qg4 Bf8 23. Re3 Qa7 24. Qf3 Bc4
25.94 Rb7 - + (22 [X]

25..Rb7 £ T

BAW IR 5 &Y kIS, BN

WEEAZEZF L1z, L. 26

gh? 7 E 26... Bxa2+! 27. Kxa2

b3+ 28. Kbl a3! 29. Rxb3 axb2 30.

Kxb2 Rxb3+! 31. Qxb3 Rb8 TEE
Bcd, P BEICIELTET
ZZTREYBENLISE-T-D
TIAH, 26..Bxa2 #FHETETW
D TESTITEAE LT,

DT —LEHEREY IZEET
X2 ETRRLIICN, BAD
25> KTY,

o Baba, Masahiro

m Yamada, Kohei

Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (2), 24.01.2021

Sicilian Defence Najdorf Main Line
[B99]

1.e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4

Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. Bg5 e6 7. f4 Be7 8.

Qf3 Qc7 9. 0-0-0 Nbd7

CZETIEHELIZUYFERLE
779,

10. g4!

ESIAIXFRBY, EFE Y
7GMBITARDFEEEATE S
L7ce DbLEBIAICHTY -
548, B ZDFEETOL
VT l7, m/NROEEA H 32N

14

BUOHEINDZR—V X b—LIFE
NeEFrEd, FEHIIRITBEE
NRETY, EHIADHREZ N
LooARFicanhWE S HFE%E
ZEL, RO oo FIET
TO

10... h6 11. Bxf6 Bxf6 12. h4 Nb6!?

Najdorf TlEdH £ ) B WL F A
fDAIETT | GM Anish Girid
YoutubeF ¥ >~ L TN S N7-
F ¢, Girio¥ZE L 7-Chessable
DNajdorfREEE (*) (CHUNEFKS
nNTtwWwfd, Bdihruo o4 —r4
A R~NFv XY TTEEEE
BLI-FTTHA. BDOWFRET
EXVOMNBEEZEZZ BN LD
ZEHTED 7L FUTILIIEE
T7,

* https://www.chessable.com/
lifetime-repertoires-najdorf-

sicilian/course/56567/

B, XA Z4iE 10... bb
11. Bxf6 Nxf6 12. g5 Nd7 13. f5
T, 2HLIEIEBITHL WELLIC
mY £,

13. g5 Bxd4 14. Rxd4 Qc5!

Rhdl&dgET 2 &EATERWT
DEAIVTT, TYREBWT
BEET,

15. Qd3?!

=7 % FIF D 2d6% S
HORWFETIN X774 HIL
HRERILL FLWEFTH
Ao 15. Rd2 E5|WTHLIFH A
B -7=TL &I,

15... hxg5!

BAERIZFZDR—VEEY IR
TEITEEEA, 16.hxgh?
Rxhl <9 L. 16. fxgh (ZIL 16...
Rxh4! 17.Rxh4 Qxgb+ H'H V) *
I, COHEEITA-H,. BIZE
DX TEFGHTCLED Z&IC
AN B

16. b4 Qc7 17. fxg5

M EVWEER-TWE LT
M. CORBEHEFHED D BT
ER

17... KeT7!?

xS E L R—ICEN S
Td6z=lTEd, FETEYRLE
ayTEXBLI-ZE, AL
fxgbZmEI Lz &ick Y, AN
HelTDF > THZIDHIHWLNDHR
A4 b9, StockfishizZ DF%
HATES, 17... BA7!I? o L5
ICA6EBTHFAHESTL20DTY
M. ABICIEF 7% ENDZFED
F5Nhhr)PTuneBULEL
726

Az x<T, WEBEIZ
StockfishiZ & % & AR HER] T
THA., BlEcT7 7AIILHKELRT
BICHE>TWT, EbbhEWni
EZTEICES I3 2585 VWEE
TYd, Z2OANREZ & HhrY
P, FEOBREE LTIE+H
GER

18. Qe3?! Bd7 19. Rh2 Rac8 20.
Rd3 Bb5!?

7Lz 20... Nad h e 7 7
ANIZT Ly v =TT
FOANREL-T-L D TT,

21. Nxb5 axb5 22. Rdd2 Nc4 23.
Bxc4 Qxc4 24. Qb6 Rhd8! [[X]]

24..Rhd8 £ T

b7AE /=) [T > TULWET A
BOERIERE CENTEY ., b7
ZE->TWBRBIEH Y A,

25. Qd4 Qxd4?!

FR—LlEIdREEERBWE L
M ZZREEHIADLYRIZEERD
NZEfE-27=rH L NFEFHA, 25..
e5! 26. Qd5 Qc3 m LS IcHF >
T~DT Ly v =MD
FAHY F LI, 27. Rdf2 [Z1L
M] L5774 b RES
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NBFENF T DEMBECYYIET
TLEWE LA, T, S IE
WRFEIDH Y T,

YK 27.Rdf2 £ T

27... Qal+ 28. Kd2 Rxc2+!! 29.

Kxc2 Rc8+ T, BIZEI L TH
AAbEGENDIEIFTEEY
ho ZOZALIFECRZTVWEE
ATLT=,

26. Rxd4 g6 27. Kb2 Rc6 28. h5
gxh5 29. Rxh5 Rdc8 30. Rh2 Rc4
31. Rhd2 R8c6 32. a3 Rc3 33. Rg2
R3c4 34. Rxc4 Rxc4 35. g6 fxg6

36. Rxg6 Rxe4 37. Rg7+ Kf6 38.

Rxb7 Re5

Sl — 71/7‘—“4/7"
JKLiLt L ZOFIE R —T
¥, BEWVWEBISEHDNTWERLS
niE. Tt

39. c4!? bxc4 40. a4 d5 41. a5 d4
42. a6 Re2+ 43. Kc1 d3 [X]]

43..d3 ¥ T

BAEICI X 144.Re7 &c7 7
ANVDR—vHEIEHTHITIE B
FUTADAA SR Ly FHFEE
—tj-—g’\: P A _T\\-g—o

44..¢c3! (RICR1T A A FTT!)

45. Kb1 Re1+??

DHLNTIHbLHET T E—,
Z9K 45..
Rd7 c2! -+ TL 7=

46. Ka2 c2 47. a8Q c1Q 48. Qh8+
Kf5 49. Rf7+ Ke4

R, WA= %=1EY &
2T &I EL, ENVE D —
DNRAR—=2%ZH>TWBTZD
EI/J‘\/\’\T:LJ /l/TI % 7’( [Ny

50. Qa8+?

COFNrBEBEEHEY FL
7=o 50. Qh4+! Kd5 51. Qd8+! »A*
ELWFzyvosTEEIRO—D5
‘Jbtf\@ﬂiﬁ/\, - TADTF
TV IHH BrfEYa T, IEL

WFJE] i1’37‘ T BIELPT W
xfff:?ﬁ‘}ﬁllof BEICK 7= & (F
ZvF—TLT7,

50... Ke3 51. Rf3+ Kd2! (R0 &%
#b3) 52. Rf2+ Re2 53. Qf3 Kd1+

54. Rxe2 dxe2 55. Kb3 Qc2+ 56.

Ka3 Kd2 57. Qf4+ Kd1 58. Qf3
Kc1 59. Qf4+ Kb1 0-1

22 7> FNajdorf 5 LULVEL
WERZTBEBUN-Z LT, B¥
DHAEBLBVWLIET LA TE
L7,

6EIZE 5 F#E, Youtube T
A TS RBEOZ U FAE
i SETRRERELI-CEDAEN
HAEFERATLIZD . RA—X1E
BEIIADEHIX Y FETE
WEENTTRELL I L—952
ENTEE LS,

OTBORKEA WS, 7= L

Rb2+! 46. Kal d2 47.

VErNs
£9. ¥F
TT0EL

W74 AT
FRULWEREBSTW
. BREEH YA E D
7=

SEMGE

ZDOKREDEPGNIZNCSEE (IS
FEHTTREFLTWET, 77
Y R7 7 A FILDEEEL Chess-
results.com (CHIFEL F L 7=,

TpTHES L 7=Dubov - Karjakin
DT —L%ESELETIZTBNALT
BEET,

Dubov, Daniil

Karjakin, Sergey
05.12.2020, Moscow

Giuoco Piano Game, Center
Attack [C54]

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Bc5h 4.
c3 Nf6 5. d4 exd4 6. b4 Bb6 7. e5
Ne4 8. Bd5 Nxc3 9. Nxc3 dxc3 10.
Bg5 Ne7 11. 0-0 h6 12. Bh4 O-O
13. Re1 Qe8 14. Bb3 a5 15. Bf6 a4
16. Bc4 Ng6 17. Qd3 d5 18. exd6
Be6

18...Be6 £ T

19. Qxg6 fxg6 20. Rxe6 Qf7
21. Bxc3 Kh8 22. Re4 Qf5 23. Re7
Rg8 24. Bxg8 Rxg8 25. dxc7 Qc2
26. Be5 Bxf2+ 27. Kh1 Bb6 28. h3
Kh7 29. Re1 a3 30. Kh2 g5
31.Nd4 Qc4 32. Nf5 Qxb4 33. Rc1
Kg6 34. Rxg7+ Kxf5 35. Rxg8
Bxc7 36. Bxc7 Qb2 37. Rc5+ Ke4
38.Rd8 1-0
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n Sunday, January 24th, an
Oepic battle took place

between Japan’s top six
online rapid finalists. The games
featured fierce, take-no-prisoners
style chess, as evidenced by the fact
that in fifteen games, there was not
a single draw! In this article, I will
analyze three of these interesting
games in depth, and give highlights
from the other games in the form of
puzzles for you to solve. I hope you
find them both enjoyable and
instructive!

Let’s whet our appetites by starting
with a sharp and exciting battle in
the Griinfeld:

o Aoshima,Mirai

m Baba,Masahiro

Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (1), 24.01.2021
Griinfeld, Russian System [D81]

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Qb3
dxc4 5.Qxc4 Bg7 6.e4 0-0 7.Be2
a6 8.Be3!?

With this unusual move, White
refuses to enter well-trodden
theoretical paths. That being said,
the bishop seems like it would be
happier on f4, aiming at the c7-
pawn.

8.Nf3 transposes to the mainline,
which has been analyzed quite
deeply.

16

8...b5 9.Qb3 ¢5 10.dxc5 Beb

11.Qa3 11.Qc2 keeping the queen
more centralized, could also be
considered, though Black probably
has good play after 11...Qa5

11..Nc6 12.Rd1 Qb8 13.Nd5
Nxe4 13..Qb7 might be safer,
making way for the rook to occupy
the d-file 14.Nxf6+ Bxf6 15.Nf3 b4
16.Qa4 Bxb2 17.0-0 is one possible
continuation, which leads to a
complex position with chances for
both sides.

14.Nb6 Ra7 This rook feels
awkwardly placed to me, and is
one of the reasons I recommended
13...0Qb7.

Black could consider sacrificing the
exchange with 14...b4 15.Qa4 Qb7
16.Nxa8 Rxa8 17.Bf3 f5 18.Nh3
Rc8 19.Nf4 Bf7 when his active
pieces and pressure on White's
queenside pawns give him some
compensation, but objectively I don't
think it's enough.

15.Bf3 Qe5 15...f5 could also be
considered.

16...b4?! It is tempting to harass
the queen like this, but it just leads
to the loss of a pawn for Black.

16..f5 gaining space, and
reinforcing the knight on e4, looks
like a better way to play. The game
might continue 17.Nf4 Bf7!?
(17...a5 18.0-0 Nb4 is wild and
unclear.) Getting greedy looks very
risky for White in this position
18.Nd7?! Rxd7 19.Rxd7 Bc4! This
precise move stops White from
castling, leading to a position where
Black has all the fun. White can try
20.Be2 but Black's initiative
continues to grow after 20...g5!
21.Bxc4+ bxc4 22.Ne2 f4 23.Bcl
Nxc5 24.Rd1 Nd3+; 16...g5!? is a
quirky idea given by the engine,
which looks to exploit the position
of the bishop on f3. For instance
17.0-0 g4 18.Bxe4 Qxe4 winning
the bishop pair. It doesn't solve the



..an interesting and contemporary opening,

which | am not even sure what to call

problem of the awkwardly placed
rook on a7, however.

17.Qa4 The knight on c6 can't be
defended, due to the strong knight
on b6. Thus, the b4-pawn loses its
defender.

17..Nb8 17..Nxc5 18.Bxc5 Qxc5
19.0xc6 Qxc6 20.Bxc6 Bxa2
21.Rd2 probably doesn't give Black
enough for a whole piece.

18.Qxb4 Ng5 18...f5!?

19.Bxg5 Qxg5 20.0-0 Rc7 21.Nd5
Nc6 21..Bxd5 22.Rxd5 Qf6
23.Nc3=

22.0f4 Qxf4 23.Nexf4 Bxd5
24.Nxd5 Rce8 25.b4 e6 26.Nb6

26...Rc7 Black's position is starting
to look desperate here, and sacking
the exchange with 26...Nxb4 might
be the best practical try, though it
still looks lost for Black, for instance
27.Nxc8 Rxc8 28.c6 Nxc6 29.Rcl
Ne7 30.Rxc84+ Nxc8 31.Rbl Be5
32.Bb7 Nd6 33.Bxab+-—

27Rd7 Rxd7 28.Nxd7 Rc8
29.Nb6 Rc7 30.Bxc6 Rxc6 31.Rcl
Bd4 32.Nd7 £5? This loses the a-
pawn, but the writing was already
on the wall.

32...Rc7 33.c6 Kg7 34.a4+- and it's
a matter of time before White's
pawns run Black over.

33.Nb8 Black resigned. 1-0

This next game featured an
interesting and  contemporary
opening, which I am not even sure
what to call. I think the name
‘Delayed Evan’s Gambit’ sounds
appropriate.

o Yamada,Kohei

m Otawa,Yuto

Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (3), 24.01.2021
Delayed Evans Gambit [C54]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Be5 4.¢3
Nf6 5.d4 exd4 6.b4

Yamada-san was no doubt inspired
by the recent game, Dubov-
Karjakin, from the Russian
Championship Superfinal  in
December last year. In that game,
Dubov crushed Karjakin with a
spectacular queen sacrifice. It is a
game worth checking out if you
haven't done so already!

6...Bb6 7.e5

7...Ne4 This move didn't work out
well for Karjakin either.

Breaking in the center with 7...d5
might be safer. The game could go
in several different directions, for
instance 8.exf6 (8.Bb5 Ne4 9.cxd4
0-0 10.0-0 Bg4 looks at least fine
for Black.) 8...dxc4 9.fxg7 Rg8
10.Bg5 Qd5 11.0-0 with wild, Max-
Lange style play, where anything
could happen.

8.Bd5 Nxf2? This is tempting, but

it's a little too optimistic, as Black
can't easily bring his pieces in to
attack the exposed king.

8...Nxc3 was Karjakin's move. The
game continued 9.Nxc3 dxc3
10.Bg5 Ne7 11.0-0 h6 12.Bh4 0-0
13.Rel and White managed to
maintain a dangerous initiative.
Despite the materialistic engine
preferring Black, this kind of
position is difficult to defend in
practice, even for elite players.

9.Kxf2 dxc3+ 10.Kg3 The king is
actually quite safe here.

10...0-0 11.Bg5 Qe8 12.Rel h6

13.Bf4 13.Be3!? might be a slight
improvement, trading off Black's
most dangerous piece.; 13.Nxc3!?
hxg5 14.Nxg5 returning the piece
for a dangerous attack, is a funny
engine line. The game might
continue 14..g6 15.Qg4 Kg7
16.Qh4 (16.Qf4 Qe7 17.Qf6+ Qxf6
18.exf6+ Kxf6 19.Nh7+« is
probably fine for Black, who has
two pawns for the exchange.)
16...Rh8 17.Qf4 Qe7 18.Nxf7 Rh5«
when I don't know what is going on,
but the engine likes White. I
wouldn't expect most humans to
play this way, but it is interesting to
analyze.

13...Nxb4 14.Nxc3 Kh8 15.Bb3 f5
16.h4 Qh5 16...Qg6+ looks slightly
more accurate, as it forces the king
to h2. 17.Kh2 Qh5.
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17.Kh2?! Intuitively, the king might
look safer here, but I think it is
actually worse than on g3 because it
allows Black's next move.

17.Qd2?! allows Black to escape
with a perpetual after 17...g5
18.hxg5 Qg4+ 19.Kh2 Qh5+=;
Blocking the dangerous bishop with
17.Nd4! might be best. The game
could continue 17...Qg6+ 18.Kh2=+
when the White queen covers the
g4 and h5-squares.

17...g5 18.Nxg5 White returns the
piece, but it was not so easy to hang
on to.

18.Bg3? f4 wins the bishop, while
maintaining Black's initiative.;
18.Be3 g4! 19.Bxb6 axb6 20.Nd4
Qxh4+ 21.Kg1 f4 looks like it gives
Black a dangerous attack, but
maybe White can hold on and even
maintain an edge with precise play.
His task looks unpleasant in
practice, though.

18...Qxd1 19.Raxd1 hxg5 20.Bxg5+
White's lead in development gives him
the edge here, as Black's queenside is
still asleep.

computer assistance!

29...Bxf5 30.e8Q Rxe8 31.Nxe8
Bxa3 This ending features an
interesting imbalance of material,
and the engine rates White's
chances as only slightly better. That
being said, with the central files
wide open, and the exposed Black
king, it looks easier to play with the
rooks than the bishops. I assume
both players were in time trouble by
this point, as there were many
inaccuracies by both sides.

32.Ng7 Bc2 33.Rd5+ Kf6
34.Nh5+ Kf7 35.Rxa5 Bb4
36.Rf1+ Ke6 37.Ra2 Bb3

38.Re2+ 38.Rxab! bxab 39.Rb1=+

Who would see this in a rapid game?/

20...a5 21.a3 Na6 22.Nd5 Bc5
23.Bf6+ Kh7 24.Bc2 d6?! Black
tries desperately to complete his
development, but this move lands
him in big trouble.

25.e6! Kgb6 26.h5+! This strong
move puts the Black king in a
precarious position.

26...Kxh5 27.Bxf5 27.e7 Re8 leads
to an eventual mate after 28.Nf4+
Kg4 29.Rd3!4- but who would see
this in a rapid game?

27..Rxf6 28.Nxf6+ Kg5? 29.e7
29.Nh7+! Kxf5 30.Rd5+ +- again,
is mating the Black king. It is
amazing what you can find with
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38...Kd7 39.Nf6+ Kc6 40.Rcl+
Nc5? 41.g¢4 41.Rb2!+- wins
material, due to the pin on the c-file.

41...b5 42.g5 Bc4?? Here White
missed another chance to make use
of his rook on c1.

43.Re7? 43.Rxc4! bxc4 44.g6 Bc3
45.g7 Bxf6 46.g8Q+-

43..Bd2 44.Rgl Bf4+ 45.Kh3
Ne6 46.Ne4 d5?? 47.Rxe6+ Kd7
48.Nc5+ Black resigned. 1-0

This final game is very interesting,
and the more time I spent analyzing

it, the more its complexity
fascinated me. I eventually had to
stop my analysis somewhere

though, or this article would have
turned into a book! Here it is:

o Aoshima,Mirai

m Tran,Thanh Tu

Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (2), 23.01.2021
Nimzowitsch Defence [A40]

1.d4 Nc6 2.d5 Nb8!? At first it looks
like Black has simply wasted time, but
we should keep in mind that since the
d-pawn cannot move backwards, the
al-h8 diagonal will stay open for
Black's King's Indian bishop on g7,
and the d5-pawn can be easily
attacked via ...c6 and/or ...e6.

3.c4 Knowing that Black is likely to
fianchetto his king's bishop, White
could consider holding back his c-
pawn for now, with the idea of
playing c¢3 to blunt the bishop on
g7. For instance 3.e4 d6 4.Nf3 g6
5.c¢3 The drawback here is that the
d5-pawn has less support, as the c-
pawn is not on c4, and thus, can be
more easily undermined.

3...d6 4.Nc3 g6 5.e4 Bg7 6.Be3 e5
By closing the long diagonal early
like this, Black reverts to a King's
Indian style set-up. The difference
here is that he has not yet played
...Nf6, meaning that an ...f5 break
could come earlier than in a regular
King's Indian.

7.Bd3 Ne7 preparing for ...0-0 and
..f5.

7..£5? is premature. 8.exf5 gxf5
9.Qh5+ Kf8 10.Bxf5+—; 7..Nf6 is
also possible, transposing to some
sort of King's Indian Defence where
White's light square bishop may be
slightly misplaced on d3.



8.Nge2 by playing his knight here,
as opposed to the f3—square, White
keeps open the option of playing

f2-f4 to counter Black's ...f5 break.

8.h4!? is an interesting idea, taking
advantage of the knight on e7,
which, unlike a knight on f6, doesn't
defend the h5 square. 8...h5
(Countering in the center with 8...f5
looks kind of risky with the Black
king on e8. For instance 9.exf5 Nxf5
(9...gxf5 keeps control of e4, but
allows White to exploit Black's king
position with 10.Qh5+ Kf8 11.0-0-
0=+; 9...Bxf5 10.Nf3+ with the idea
of Bxf5 followed by Ng5-€6, gives
Black problems.) 10.Bg5 Bf6
11.Ne4= is pleasant for White, due
to his strong knight on e4.) 9.Nf3t
should give White a long term pull,
due to Black's weak g5-square.
9..Bg4?! doesn't solve Black's
problems either. For instance
10.Qa4+! Nd7 (10...Bd7 11.Qa3=
with c4—c5 coming soon, and the
weak g5-square still a problem for
Black.; 10...Qd7 11.Qb3 and the
threat of Qxb7 doesn't give Black
time for ...Bxf3. 11...Bxf3 12.Qxb7
Bxg2 13.Rgl 0-0 14.Qxa8 c5
15.Nb5 Nbc6 16.dxc6 Nxc6
17.Qxf8+ Bxf8 18.Rxg2+- is one
possible continuation, when White
should be winning, though Black
can fight for a while yet.) 11.Ng5 0-
0 12.f3 Nc5 13.Bxc5 Bd7 14.Qa3
dxc5 15.Qxc5+ is one possible
continuation, when Black has some
compensation for the pawn, due to
White's weak dark-squares and the
absence of his dark-square bishop.
With the Black pawn on e5,
blocking the bishop on g7, I don't
think his compensation is sufficient

for an entire pawn, however.

8...0-0 9.Qd2 9.h4!? is still possible,
though with the knight on €2, it
doesn't look as dangerous for Black.

9..f5 10.f4 10.f3!? f4 11.Bf2
followed by long-castling seems like
a reasonable plan for White. Black's
kingside expansion isn't dangerous
if the White king is on the other side
of the board.; 10.exf5!? gxf5
appears to give Black what he

aiming for play on the kingside,
though intuitively I feel that White's
strong center and potential d6
break give him the easier game.

12.Nxe4 Nf5 13.Rael?! giving up
the strong dark-square bishops
seems like a mistake.

13.Bf2 exf4 14.Nxf4 Ne5 is quite
complex, with all four knights next
to each other in the center of the
board. I think anything could

[ eventually had to stop my analysis

somewhere though, or this article would

have turmed into a book!

wants, but with the White king
uncastled, it isn't so easy for Black to
start an attack, and White can take
the sting out of Black's pawn center
with 11.£3!

10...Nd7 with the center about to
open, I don't know if the knight is
well-placed here, as it hinders the
development of Black's queenside
pieces.

10...Nab keeps the knight out of the
way, and it might go after White's
light square bishop from b4 or c5.
Regardless of where the queen's
knight develops to, the engine isn't
thrilled by Black's position, but in
these King's Indian type positions it
is normal for the engine to
overestimate White's chances due to
his space advantage.

11.0-0 fxe4 11..Nc5 12.Bc2 Nxe4
13.Nxe4 fxe4 14.fxe5 Bxe5
15.Bxe4+ looks pleasant for White,
due to his space and centralized
pieces.; 11...Nf6 12.fxe5 dxe5 13.c5
is an interesting continuation. Black
could continue with 13..f4
(13...fxe4 14.Bc4 Nf5 15.Bg5 Kh8
16.Bxf6 Qxf6 17.Nxe4 is messy, and
rather unclear.) 14.Bf2 Ng4 15.Bc4
Kh8 16.Radl Nxf2 17.Rxf2 Ng8

happen from here, as it is quite easy
to make inaccuracies in such a
position. White could try to play for
centralization at the expense of his
light square bishop, for instance
15.Rael Nxd3 16.Nxd3 Bd7 when I
am not sure what is going on. If
White can successfully plant a
knight on the e6-square, he should
have a nice position.

13..Nxe3 14.Qxe3 exf4 15.Nxf4
Ne5 16.b3 Qh4 Black is starting to
generate some serious counterplay
now.

17.Bb1?! 17.g3 kicking the queen
out, might be the safest.

17..Ng4! 18.Qg3

18...0xg3 18...Bd4+! 19.Kh1 Qho! is
very strong for Black, according to the
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[his move wins a pawn, but it might not be best,

as it pushes the white rook to where it wants to go.

the seventh rank.

engine, but it is not so easy to
understand. For instance 20.Ne6?!
(20.Nd3 might be best. 20...Rxfl1+
21.Rxfl Bf5+ Black has a strong
initiative, but it is quite complicated.)
20..Bxe6 21.dxe6 Rxfl+ 22.Rxfl
Rf8 tries to exploit White's back-rank
weakness. 23.Rxf8+ Kxf8! most
human players would probably
recapture with the queen without
thinking, but this move is stronger, as
it maintains the nasty threat of
...Qcl+, which is not easy to meet,
because the white queen has to keep
an eye on h2. Black is winning
according to the engine. For instance
24.0f3+ (What else?) 24..Bf6!
25.Kgl the only move to avoid
getting mated, besides giving up the
queen for the bishop on f6.
25..Qxh2+ 26Kfl Qhl+ 27.Ke2
Qxb1 28.Qxg4 Qxa2+ 29.Nd2 Ke7-
+ is one continuation, when Black
should be technically winning, as his
king is safe and he has no exploitable
weaknesses.

19.hxg3 Bf5 20.Ng5 White's
knights are heading for e6, which
could spell trouble for Black.

20...Bd4+ 21.Kh1 Bf2!? This move
wins a pawn, but it might not be
best, as it pushes the white rook to
where it wants to go: the seventh
rank.

21...Rae8?! is also problematic after

22.Bxf5 gxf5 23.Nge6=*; 21...c6!?
anticipates a white knight landing
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on e6, and also attacks the strong
d5-point. Il leave the reader to
investigate this variation further if
s/he wishes.

22.Re7 Bxg3 23.Nh5

23...Be5?! After this move, which
looks logical enough, White gets the
upper hand.

23..Nf2+ 24.Rxf2 Bxf2 25.Rg7+
Kh8 26.Rxh7+= is a perpetual.
(26.Bxf5 Rxf5 27.Rxh7+ Kg8
28.Rg7+= is also a draw, as the
king cannot escape via f8 without
costing Black material: 28...Kf8??
29.Nh7+ Ke8 30.N5f6+ Kd8
31.Rg8+ Ke7 32.Rxa8+-) 26...Kg8
27.Rg7+

24.Bxf5 Rxf5 25.Rxf5 gxf5
26.Rxc7 h6 27.Ne6+ The knight
on e6 and the rook on ¢7 dominate
Black's position.

27..b6 28.g3 a5 29.Nhf4 Bxf4
30.gxf4 a4 31.b4 a3 32.Rc6 Nf2+
33.Kg2 Ne4 34.Nc7 Ra4 35.Rxb6
Nc3?? This move is a serious
mistake because the knight is no
longer guarding the c5-square.

Going after the a2-pawn was
understandable, however, because
if Black does nothing, White's
queenside pawns should eventually
tell.

36.c5 dxc5+- 37.d6 Kf7 38.d7
Ke7 39.Rd6! A nice deflection
tactic to wrap things up.

39...Kxd6 40.d8Q+ Kc6 41.Neb
cxb4 42.Nd4+ Kc5 43.Nb3+ Kc6
44Kf3 Ra7 45.Qf6+ Kb5
46.Qxf5+ Ka4 47.Nc5+ Ka5b
48.Ne4 + Black resigned.1-0

I hope you enjoyed analyzing these
three games as much as I did! The
following section features puzzles
from the other games, many of
which were not solved by the
players during the games, and are
improvements over what was
played in the games themselves.
Most are tactical puzzles, but some
are of a positional nature to test
your understanding of certain
position types. Try your best to
solve them. The answers are on the
final page of this article.



4. It looks like Black is about to 8. How can Black win a pawn?
lose a piece here. Can you find a
way to save his position?

9. Can you spot a funny tactic
which leads to a good ending for

1. White to play and win Black?

6. Should White go ahead with 10. How can Black take the
the desired e4 break? initiative?

3. How should White approach

this position? 7. Black wants to play ...f4 and 11. Should Black release the
create some play on the kingside. tension in the center, or move

1l.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 e5 4.dxe5  How can White effectively counter ~ his queen off the c-file?

dxe5 5.0xd8+ Kxd8 6.Bc4 Be6 this plan?

7.Bxe6 fxeb
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Solutions

to the Puzzles

1. Tran,Thanh Tu - Otawa,Yuto
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (1), 23.01.2021
Colle-Zukertort System [DO5]

32.Rxd7!

The game continued 32.Qc3+7?!
after which Black blundered
horribly with 32..Kg8?? (32...Qg7
33.0xg7+ Kxg7 34.Bf32 would
have kept Black in the game. White
is Dbetter, but converting this
position into a win isn't trivial.)
33.Rxd7 Rxd7 34.Ra8++-

32...Rxd7 33.Qc3+ Qg7 33..Kg8
34.Ra8++-

34.Ra8+ Ng8 35.Rxg8+ Kxg8
36.Qc8+ OQf8 37.Q0xd7 fxed
38.Qxe6+ Qf7 39.Qxb6+- with a
winning queen ending.

2. Otawa,Yuto - Hirao,Satoshi
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (2), 23.01.2021

Vant Kruijs Opening [A34]

37...Nd5! allows Black to hold the
balance because White is forced to
exchange rooks, giving up his only
advantage: control of the c-file.

37...Nc4?! was played in the game,
and White went on to win after
38.a4 Nb2 39.axb5 axb5 40.Nxb5+

38.Rc6 38.Rcl Nxf4+7 is the point.

38..Rxc6 38..Nxf4+? doesn't
work because the rook on dé6 is
pinned to the black king.

39.Nxc6 Nc3+ 40.Kf2 Nbl
41.Nb8 Nxa3 42.Nxab6 This should
eventually lead to a draw with some
care from both sides.

3. Hirao,Satoshi - Aoshima,Mirai
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (3), 24.01.2021
Philidor Defence [B07]

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 e5 4.dxe5
dxe5 5.Qxd8+ Kxd8 6.Bc4 Be6
7.Bxe6 fxeb

22

White's chances to be better are
based on two factors: Black's
uncastled king, and his doubled
isolated pawns. The king is not such
a problem for Black, as it can escape
the d-file quite easily, and may be
useful on c¢7 or e7. Thus, White
should try to capitalize on his
superior pawn structure. Black, on
the other hand, has potential
pressure on the e4-pawn and
chances to double White's c-pawns
with Bb4xc3. Thus, White should
take measures to prevent Black's
plan to ruin his structure.

The game continued 8.f4?! Nbd7
(8...Bb4! immediately puts pressure
on the weak e4—pawn.) 9.Nf3 exf4
10.Bxf4 Bb4 11.0-0-0 Bxc3
12.bxc3 and Black later won after
White hung an exchange.

Instead, White should play 8.Nge2
This move takes the sting out of
...Bb4. The game could continue

8..Bc5 8..Bb4?! 9.f3f With the
knight on e2, Black's bishop has no
real purpose on b4.

9.Bg5 Nc6 10.0-0-0+ Ke7 11.f3
when Black should be fine, but
White has chances of becoming
better if the position becomes
simplified and the doubled-pawns
become easy to target.

4. Tran,Thanh Tu - Hirao,Satoshi
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (4), 24.01.2021

Der Linksspringer [D00]

10...d4! is the only way out of
trouble.

The game continued 10..Nd7?
11.h5 Be4 12.f3 d4 13.Nxe4 Bb4+
14.c3 dxc3 15.bxc3+- when Black
was simply a piece down, with a
worse position to boot.

1l.exd4 11.Qxd4 Qxd4 12.exd4
Nxg4 13.f3 Nh6 14.0-0-0 looks fine
for Black, because he has the f5 and
h5 squares for his minor pieces.

11...Nd5! gains an important
tempo on the bishop on f4, giving
Black time to save his bishop from
being trapped. If 12.Nxd5 Qxd5
gains a further tempo on the rook
on hl. White remains up a pawn,
but Black's faster development and
the holes in White's position give
Black some compensation.

5. Hirao,Satoshi - Baba,Masahiro

Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (5), 24.01.2021
Najdorf, 6.Bg5 variation [B98]

18...Bxd4! 19.Rxd4 Nb3+ won an
exchange for insufficient
compensation. White went
downhill quickly after this tactical
blow.

20.cxb3 Qxd4 21.e7 Rfe8 22.Qd7
Rab8 23.Rd1 Qe5 24.Rxd6??
24.Qxd6 was forced, but White
ends up in a lost endgame after the
queen exchange.

24...Rxe7
0-1

6. Otawa,Yuto - Aoshima,Mirai
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (5), 24.01.2021
Leningrad Dutch [A87]

13.e4?! may be possible, but it gives
Black a lot of counterplay because
of the pressure on the b2-bishop.
For instance 13..bxc4 14.bxc4
(14.Nxc4 fxe4 leaves the d5—pawn
hanging, though White will get
some play for it) 14..fxe4
15.Ndxe4 Nxe4 16.Bxe4 Bh3
17.Rfbl e6 gives Black good play
against ~White's center and
weakened kingside.

Instead, White took measures to
prepare e4 under safer conditions,
which I believe was the correct
approach: 13.Rael Bd7 14.Bal
Nce8 15.e4 with a complex game
ahead.

7. Otawa,Yuto - Aoshima,Mirai
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (5), 24.01.2021
Leningrad Dutch [A87]

18.Qb2!

18.f4 was the game continuation,
but I don't find it as convincing.

18...f4?! 18...fxe4 19.Nxe4t also
looks nice for White, as Black's
kingside attack appears to be going
nowhere, while White has play on
the weakened kingside dark
squares, pressure on the e6 and e7
squares, and the potential to open
up the queenside with a3 whenever
he likes.

19.e5! threatening e6, is strong.
Either Black's pieces will be shut
down by e6, or he will be forced to



open the center in White's favour
after 19...dxe5 20.Qxe5

8. Otawa,Yuto - Aoshima,Mirai
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (5), 24.01.2021
Leningrad Dutch [A87]

29...Ne2+ exploits the loose rook
on h3, which is only defended by
the white Queen. Black went on to
win after 30.Kh1 Nxf4

9. Yamada,Kohei - Tran,Thanh Tu
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (5), 24.01.2021

Sicilian Defence [B50]

31...Nxf4! The game continued
31..Nb6 32.Nd6 Rxd6?! when
Black did not really have enough
compensation for the exchange.

32.Qxf4 Qxh3+ 33.Qh2 Bxg2+
34.Kg1 Qxh2+ 35.Kxh2 Bd57

The e5-pawn will fall soon, giving
Black four pawns for a piece.

10. Yamada,Kohei - Tran,Thanh
Tu

Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (5), 24.01.2021
Sicilian Defence [B50]

35...Qe2! This strong move
immediately exploits the poor
coordination of the White pieces,
and gives Black the advantage,
despite his material deficit.

The game continued 35...Be5?! and
White went on to win the endgame
after 36.Rel! Bxg3 37.Rxe7+-

36.Rcl 36.Rel? doesn't work, as
the Black king is safe enough after
36...0xc2 37.fxgb fxgb 38.Re8+
Kh7-+;  36.fxg6?! is  also
insufficient, for instance 36...Qxc2
37.gxf7+ Kxf7 38.Rf1+ Bf6 39.Bcl
Qg6 40.Qc7+ Kg8+

36...g5! with the threat of ...Be5,
gives Black a winning advantage
according to the engine. White's
queen is tied to the defense of the
g2-pawn and his queenside pieces
are terribly placed. It is impossible
for him to escape from this without
losing material.

36...Be5 immediately, is not as
strong,  because = White s
threatening to take on g6. For
instance 37.Rel Qxc2 38.Rxe5
Qxb2?? 39.Re8+ Kh7 40.fxgb+

fxgb 41.Qc7+ is mating.

It is hard to choose a decent move
for White, because the threat of
...Be5 is unstoppable. For instance:
37.Kgl 37.Rel? Qxc2 38.Re8+
Kh7-+ is nothing, because White
no longer has a bishop on c2.

37..Be5 38.Rel Qxc2 39.Rxe5
Qxb2 40.h4 Kh7 41.hxg5 Qcl+
42.Kh2 Qxg5 43.Rxc5 d3! when
the minor pieces, combined with
the strong pawn on d3, versus a
rook give Black an overwhelming
position. The point is that the d-
pawn cannot be taken because of
mate on g2.

11. Baba,Masahiro - Otawa,Yuto
Japan Online Rapid Championship
Chess.com (4), 24.01.2021

Ruy Lopez, Breyer Variation [C95]

15...Qb8 keeping the tension, and
keeping an eye on €5, seems like the
best continuation. Black doesn't
want to release the tension in the
center too quickly, as doing so will
activate White's pieces. The game
could continue in a variety of ways,
and Black should wait for the right
moment before committing with a
move like ...exd4 or ...c5.

15..exd4?! was the game
continuation, which continued
16.Nxd4?! bxc4?! Releasing the
tension in the center has only
activated White's pieces, and left
Black with some weak squares and
a passive position. Black soon
blundered and lost quickly, but he
was struggling in any case.
(16..Nc5 17.Ba2 Qd7+ looks
preferable to the game, but I still
prefer White due to his space and
more active pieces.) 17.Bxc4 Ne5
18.Ba2 Qb6 19.Nf5  Nfg4??
20.Nxe7+ Rxe7 21.hxg4 Rd7
22.Qe2 and Black resigned.;

15...Qb6?! is slightly problematic
due to 16.c¢5! when 16...dxc5? loses
to 17.dxe5+—;

15..Qa5!? might be playable,
though White can try to exploit the
weakened e5-pawn.  16.dxe5
dxe5?! (16...Nxe5!? looks
positionally undesirable, but maybe
it is fine for Black. For instance
17.c5 Rad8 18.cxd6+) 17.cxb5 axb5
18.Bxf6 Nxf6 19.Nxe5= This looks
like a fairly safe pawn grab, and
comes with the threat of Bxf7+.

16.Qd2 h6 17.Be3 exd4 18.Nxd4

Nc5 is one possible continuation,
when in exchange for ceding central
space, Black has counterplay
against the e4—pawn.

I had a lot of fun playing in and
analyzing games from the NCS
Online Rapid Series, and hope that
there is another tournament series
like this one in the near future. A big
thank-you to the staff at NCS for
hosting these tournaments and
letting me write these articles, to
Shinoda-san and Nanjo-san for their
live YouTube commentary, and to
the players for their continued
participation month after month!

-Tyler
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