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From Tyler's Desk:

Tyler’s Review #4
By Scott, Tyler

Mastering Positional Sacrifices:
A Practical Guide to a Vital Skill in Chess

By Merijn van Delft
New in Chess, 2020

ceive this book last year as a

Christmas gift, seeing how it is
about a topic I have always been inter-
ested in. In this review, I will not only
discuss the strengths and weaknesses
of this book, but also analyze some of
the positional sacrifices I have played
and seen in Japan.

I was pleasantly surprised to re-

First, what is a positional sacrifice and
how does it differ from other types
of sacrifices? I will illustrate the dif-
ference with some examples from my
own games:

Scott, Tyler - Saito, Hiromasa [B12]
Tokyo Championship 2019 Round 6

White has a nice combinational
sacrifice here. Can you find it?

16.Nxe6! Nxd2 16...fxe6?! accepting
the sacrifice is even worse. 17.Qg6+
Kf8 18.Qxe6 Qa3 19.Nf3! leads to an
eventual mate, as the threat of Ng5
cannot be parried effectively.

17.Nxg7+ Kf8 18.Bxd2 Bxh4 19.Nf5
Bd8 20.Nd6 Nc7 21.Qf5 f6 22.Qg6
Black resigns.

1-0

I referred to the knight sacrifice in the
game above as ‘combinational’ because

it led to a position that was immedi-
ately winning for White in a concrete,
tactical sense. This kind of sacrifice is
NOT the subject of this book. Instead,
this book examines sacrifices where the
side making the sacrifice doesn’t regain
the sacrificed material right away, or at
all, in the foreseeable future, but gains
some kind of long-lasting advantage or
compensation instead.

For instance:

Scott, Tyler (2267) - Nakahara, Kan
(2233) [C11]
NCS Rapid Online 2020 - 3

Black lacks space here, and conse-
quently, struggles to find meaning-
ful counterplay.

22...Kc7 23.h5!? Not the only move,
but I found a nice way to sac a pawn to
limit my opponent’s counterplay.

23.Rb2, doubling on the b-file, was
probably best, as the b-pawn is weak
and the Black king has moved to the
queenside.

23...gxh5 24.f5 Qg8 Black manages to
trade queens, but even without them,
his position will still be cramped.

25.Qxg8 Rhxg8 26.f6 Bf8t As com-
pensation for the pawn, White has
more space and better pieces. His
c-pawn is passed, which might be use-

@ Merijn van Delft

MASTERING
POSITIONAL
SACRIFICES

A Practical Guide
to a Vital Skill in Chess

W L Cess.

ful in the endgame, and his f-pawn is
already very far advanced. Black, on
the other hand, has an extra pawn,
though it is a doubled h-pawn, and
suffers from a lack of space and dis-
connected rooks. White is much better.

27.Kf2 Rb7 28.Rb2 28.Bd1! discour-
aging ...Rg4, is probably best.

28...Rg4 29.Rab1? After this move,
Black gets good counterplay.

29.Nh2! chases the annoying rook
away. 29...Rg8 30.Bd1!+ taking back
the pawn, and aiming at the weak f7-
pawn, looks good for White.

29...b4! Black secured enough coun-
terplay, and after some further inaccu-
racies from both sides, the game was
eventually drawn.

Yo=Yz

Now that we’ve differentiated position-
al sacrifices from combinational ones,
let’s discuss this book. The author,
Merijn van Delft, is an international
master from the Netherlands who has
a strong interest in this topic, and thus,
decided to write a book on it. It is his
first book, although he has worked as
a chess trainer and columnist for many
years.

The body of the book consists of the
following sections and sub-sections,
according to the type of positional
sacrifice featured:

Part 1: Fundamental themes
Chapter 1: Piece play
Chapter 2: Pawn structure
Chapter 3: Colour complex
Chapter 4: Domination

Part 2: Typical positional sacrifices
Chapter 5: Typical pawn sacrifices
Chapter 6: Typical exchange sacri-
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By Merijn van Delft

fices

Part 3: Testing the limits
Chapter 7: Extreme sports
Chapter 8: Heroes
Chapter 9: Superhuman

Part 4: Training material
Chapter 10: Exercises

Each of the chapters is broken up into
related subsections. For instance, the
chapter on typical exchange sacrifices
consists of the Russian exchange sacri-
fice (more on that below), the French
exchange sacrifice (RxNf3), the Sicil-
ian exchange sacrifice (RxNc3), and a
couple other types. Furthermore, when
presenting a concept, the author usu-
ally starts with some very old games
and moves through time to very recent
games. This helps the reader see and
appreciate how the understanding of
certain kinds of positional sacrifices
has evolved over time. For instance,
I was surprised that even top players
100 years ago were hesitant to make
certain exchange sacrifices that would
be obvious and nearly automatic to an
1800+ rated player today!

The third section of the book, ‘Testing
the limits,” features many wild and
outrageous positional sacrifices, such
as the double exchange sac (sacrific-
ing two rooks for two bishops, for in-
stance). These games are particularly
fun to play through, though the types
of sacrifices featured here are usually
rare and difficult to implement in one’s
own games.

The final chapter contains 45 puzzles
to test the reader’s knowledge of po-
sitional sacrifices. These range from
fairly easy to very difficult, and are a
good source of material because they
are often not about finding a winning
continuation. Rather, the author sim-
ply asks you to explain what you would
play, and why, which makes these ex-
ercises more simulative of real chess
games because you don’t know if there
is a winning move in each position. De-
tailed answers are given for each puz-
zle, and you can learn a lot by playing
through them after attempting to solve
them first by yourself.

One of my favorite chapters was actu-
ally in the first part of the book: domi-
nation. There are some really beautiful
games here, and one has to admire the
finesse required to sacrifice material
and paralyze a strong opponent for
the rest of the game, not allowing him

any counterplay whatsoever. I was on
the receiving end of such a sacrifice a
couple of years ago:

Scott,Tyler - Nanjo,Ryosuke [C27]
Japan Championship 2019, Round 3

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.Bc4 Nxe4 4.Qh5
The Frankenstein-Dracula variation:
one of the best opening names in all
of chess! This line can quickly get wild
if both sides play the right moves.

4...Nd6 5.Bb3 Nc6 5...Be7 is much saf-
er, but also much more boring.

6.Nb5 g6 7.Qf3 f5 8.Qd5 Of course,
seeing as Black is forced to lose an ex-
change, the computer prefers White
here. In human chess, however, things
are not so simple, and Black’s practical
compensation is quite good.

8...Qf6 9.Nxc7+ Kd8 10.Nxa8 Right
out of the opening, an interesting im-
balance has arisen on the board. Black
has sacrificed an exchange (he will
retake the knight on a8) and will re-
main down material for the foreseea-
ble future. What does he get in return?
Well, he has a lead in development and
much better control of the centre. Fur-
thermore, White may find it difficult to
develop his pieces before Black’s initia-
tive allows him to take over.

10...b6 11.d3 Bb7 12.Nxb6? This
move wastes precious time, and leaves
White with a very difficult position.

12.h4? has been played before, but it is
a mistake. 12...Ne7 13.Bg5 (13.Nxb6)
13...Nxd5 14.Bxd5 Qxg5 15.hxg5 Bxd5
16.Nxb6 axb6—+ Black’s bishop pair
is much stronger than White’s rook.;
12.Nf3! might be good, with the point
that 12...Nd4 13.Qxd4! exd4 14.Bg5!+
simplifies things in White’s favor.

12...axb6 13.Qf3 Nd4 14.Qh3 f4!2

Let’s stop and take stock here, as the
opening phase is more or less over.
White is up a pawn and an exchange,
but his pieces can barely move and
Black dominates the centre with his
pawns and pieces. Furthermore, the
queen on h3 can be hassled by ...Nf7-
g5, which is not so easy to deal with.
To sum up, Black completely domi-
nates the position, and in human chess
with the clock ticking, White would be
very lucky to consolidate here without
major concessions and/or material
losses, despite whatever the computer
thinks of the position.

15.Bd2 Nf7! Only now did I realize the
severity of ...Ng5, and reluctantly trad-
ed off my only active piece.

15...g5 followed by ...h5, harassing the
misplaced queen on h3, may be even
stronger. White’s position is very diffi-
cult to play.

16.Bxf7 16.0-0-0? Ng5 17.Qh4 Bxg2—
+ is awful for White.

16...Qxf7

Here I couldn’t figure out how to com-
plete my development, and played a
losing move.

17.0-0-0?? 17.Rcl Qxa2 18.Bc3 Bc5
19.Nf3 might be an option, but it still
looks awkward to me.; 17.Kd1 f3 18.g3
also looks playable, but White’s awful
piece coordination makes his position
very difficult to play. How will he de-
velop the kingside? (18.gxf3 might be
better, but solving White’s develop-
ment issues is not trivial in any case.)

17...Qxa2 18.Bc3 Qa4 I underestimat-
ed this move. Black’s attack is unstop-
pable.

19.Bxd4 19.b3? Qa2—+

19...exd4 20.Kb1 Bd5 21.Qh4+ 21.b3
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Bxb3! with mate coming soon.

21...Be7 22.Qg4 Qa2+ 23.Kc1 Bb4
24.c3 dxc3 25.Qe2 Qa1+ White re-
signs.

0-1

To give you a taste of the book, I have
made some of the games from the free
excerpt into puzzles. While solving
them, think of how to best sacrifice
material. The answers are given at the
end of this book review.

1. Lilienthal - Ragozin
Moscow, 1935

How should Black fight back?

2. Topalov - Aronian
Wijk ann Zee 2006, 14.07.2021

How can White make progress
here?

I was surprised to learn that many of
the types of sacrifices presented in this
book actually have established names.
Two of them, which were new to me,
were the ‘Russian exchange sacrifice’
and ‘The bishop snatcher.” These ex-
change sacrifices happen more often
than one might expect, and I illustrate
both of them below with tournament
games I remember seeing played here
in Japan.

The Russian exchange sacrifice

Besides illustrating a strong Russian
exchange sacrifice, the following game
serves as a warning of what can hap-
pen when an exchange sacrifice is not
followed up accurately. Sometimes all
it takes is one bad move:

Kitagami,S - Kojima,S [D78]
Chubu Rapid Open Nagoya (3),
03.09.2017

To where should Black retreat his
rook?

17...Rd3! A strong exchange sac, and
one that White shouldn’t necessarily
accept, as it will result in Black having
a monstrous pawn on d3, supported by
the knight on b4. This type of exchange
sacrifice - leaving a rook where it can
be taken, but doing so will result in
the creation of a strong passed pawn
- is called a Russian exchange sacrifice,
according to van Delft. Before read-
ing this book, I was familiar with the
concept, but had no idea that it had
a name!

18.f4 Qc7 19.Nxd3 White accepts the
sac to avoid Black doubling rooks on
the d-file and because he has no ac-
tive plan otherwise. From a practical
standpoint, if he is going to suffer, he
might as well get some material for it.

19.Rfd1 Rad8 20.Nxd3 cxd3 21.Qf2
Nd7+ is similar to the game.

19...cxd3 20.Qf2 Nd7 21.e5 Bc4
22.Rad1 Rd8 23.Rd2 b6 24.Ne4 c5
25.Rc1 Up until this point, Black has
played well to maintain his advantage.
Now, probably in time trouble, he goes
terribly wrong, and quickly loses his
compensation.

25...Nc2? 25...Bb3! maintains Black’s
grip on the position. The bishop can go
to c2 if needed, to secure the d-pawn
further, and the d7-knight can reroute

to d4 in a few moves. One possible
continuation is 26.Nc3 Nb8 27.Be4
N8c6+ with an ironclad grip on the
position. White struggles to find coun-
terplay and a meaningful plan.

26.Bf1! This threatens Rxc2, forcing
Black to trade off the knight, which
was an important defender of the
d-pawn.

26...Nxe3 27.Qxe3* Bb3 28.Bxd3
Bxa4 29.Bc4 Nb8 30.Ng5 Be8
31.Rcd1 Rxd2+?! 32.Qxd2+- Nc6
33.Qd5 h6? 34.Nxf7 e6 35.Qxe6 Bxf7
36.Qe8+ Bf8 37.Rd7

1-0

The bishop snatcher

This is a rather funny name, and al-
though I had seen it played multiple
times, I didn’t know what it referred to
prior to reading the exchange sacrifice
chapter of this book!

Asaka,S - Shiomi,S [D34]
Japan Championship 2019, Round 8,
25.09.2021

How can Black create counterplay
here?

12...Rxe3! The bishop snatcher! When
a rook sacrifices itself for a bishop on
e3 (or e6), it is referred to as a ‘bishop
snatcher.” This term was coined by a
previous author, IM Van de Oudeweet-
ering, according to van Delft.

13.fxe3 Ng4 14.Qxd5 Anticipating
Black’s counterplay against the e3—
square, White gives back the exchange.

Trying to hold the pawn with a move
like 14.Qb3 was the critical try. Black
will win it anyway, though, and re-
tain good compensation for the ex-
change after something like 14...Qe7
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From Tyler’s Desk:

Tyler’s Review #4

Mastering Positional Sacrifices: A Practical Guide to a Vital Skill in Chess
By Merijn van Delft

15.e4 (15.Rc3 Bb4 16.Rd3 Bf52 looks
very awkward for White.) 15...dxe4
16.Ng5!? Nd4! 17.Qc4 (17.Qxf7+?
Qxf7 18.Nxf7 Nxe2+ 19.Kh1 Bxg3!+
is a nice tactical shot.) 17...Nxe2+
18.Qxe2 Qxg52

14...Nxe3 15.Qg5 Nxf1 15...Qe8! may
even give Black the advantage. For in-
stance 16.Rfel Nb4! 17.a3 Nbc2+ with
an annoying bind that will probably
force White to give back the exchange
on c2.

16.Qxd8+ Nxd8 17.Kxf1 Bd7 18.Rd1
Bxa4 19.Rxd6 Kf8 20.Ne5 f6 21.Rd4
Bb5 22.Nd7+ Ke7 23.Nc5 Rc8
24.Nxb7 Nxb7 25.Bxb7 Rc2 Draw
agreed.

Y2="2

I really enjoyed reading this book, in
part because the author’s explanations
of the sacrifices and their accompany-
ing compensation is generally quite
good. He also rarely bogs down his
readers with reams of analysis and
‘what ifs,” instead explaining the po-
sitions and the sacrifices in particu-
lar with words, rather than concrete
lines, when possible. I like this style
of writing for this type of book, as the
games are to be understood conceptu-
ally, rather than memorized. It is also
nice because you can play out several
games, or even a whole chapter, on a
real board in one study session without
getting exhausted or annoyed by pages
of concrete analysis. Players with good
visualization skills may also be able to
read much of this book without the
assistance of a chessboard, seeing as
there are not many variations to divert
their attention in any given game.

On the other hand, sometimes van
Delft includes comments that are not
especially useful, and even obvious,
such as writing ‘The Ruy Lopez’ af-
ter 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 has been
played in a game. Sometimes these
comments appear to serve merely as
a way to break up the notation into
more easily readable chunks, and I
suppose they also help make the book
more beginner-friendly. On the oth-
er hand, there were plenty of times
when I asked myself ‘What if White
(or Black) does this?’ while reading
through a game, only to find no an-
swer in the comments or sub-variations
given. Perhaps the answer is obvious

and doesn’t need any explanation, but
surely it can’t be more obvious than
the first three opening moves of the
Ruy Lopez!

Additionally, stronger players might
want a deeper and more concrete
analysis of the games. Fortunately
for them, many of the games here are
well-known, and have been analyzed
in greater depth elsewhere. That being
said, there are also many lesser-known
games, some played by amateur play-
ers, that serve to broaden the knowl-
edge of even well-read chess enthusi-
asts and titled players. This book does
a great job of fitting a large number of
games and themes into a single book
of barely 300 pages, and as a result,
the depth of analysis had to be com-
promised a little bit.

Highly recommended for players of
all levels, though I expect that players
between 1500 and 2300 strength will
get the most out of this book. Some of
the exercises are very challenging, so
even titled players might find them to
be good training material.

4.5/5 stars!

Axaa4q

Solutions to the puzzles:

1.

27...Rxe3! 28.Bxe3 Rxe3 29.Nxh5?
White carelessly passes the initiative
to Black.

29...Nxh5 30.Qxh5 Bc6 31.Qg5 Rxc3
32.Qd2

White thought he had tricked
Black by trapping the rook on c3,
but this idea backfired on him.

32...Rxc2! 33.Rxc2 Ne62 Black went
on to win with his connected passed
pawns, which offer good practical com-
pensation for two exchanges.

0-1

2

36.Rxe4! Sacrificing a second ex-
change (the first was a prepared ex-
change sac in the opening). This bril-
liant move kills off Black’s counterplay,
and despite his material advantage, he
quickly ends up helpless.

36...Rxe4 37.d5 The white bishops
defend the pawns and protect White’s
king simultaneously. Meanwhile, what
are Black’s pieces doing to stop White’s
pawns from queening?

37...Rce8 38.d6 Re1+ 39.Kh2 Qf5
40.Qg3 g6 41.Qg5

Black cannot avoid the queen ex-
change because of the combined
threats of queening the central
pawns and mate on g7.

41...Qxg5 42.Bxg5 Rd1 43.Bc6 Re2+
44.Kg3

1-0
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Theme and Variations (9)
FILERES 7

LiFLC®IC

707 L LAOHRIZE, OTBD
HALFEILC LD LGM, IM, FM&
WoZeZA bAHY EF, Ih
51ZWFCC (World Federation of
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NTH Y, Chess Compositiond &
A kL, Judged & A kL, Solver
DA FILEFHNTWET,
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K%&%&iéﬂ%ﬂ%}vbf
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mtéaéﬁt_ﬁiUii i
7=. Solver® & A bl 7B 7L
LOBERFEORE( —L) &
BEL—TA Y7 TREVET,

FLOWREIIUATZ ZSRE
XL, https://www.wfcc.ch/
1999-2012/statutes201le/
#annex3
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2.Pal Benko (1928-2019)
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BIZ & L. Polgarfiithk & Lekom O
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BIEWELF T, OTBF L —V—
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Benko, P., HM Sakkelet, 1994

#4 (11+7)
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3.Jan Timman (1951-)
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»25GM Jan Timmanlx, T> K4
—LARTAEREWVSELFE -
TWET,

Timman, J. H., Special Com.
Schakend Nederland, 1974
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4. John Nunn (1955-)
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Theme and Variations (9)

Nunn, J. 1st Prize the Problemist,
1991
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2...h2 3.Bh1 h4 4.Ba8 h3 5.Bh1 h5
6.Ba8 h4 7.Bh1 h6 8.Ba8 h1=Q
9.Bxh1 h2 10.Ba8 h1=Q 11.Bxh1
h3 12.Ba8 h2 13.Bh1 h5 14.Ba8
h1=Q 15.Bxh1 h4 16.Ba8 h3
17.Bh1 h2 18.Ba8
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ANWXA N Ty THE=EY FT,

19.Bxb7 h1=Q 20.Bxh1
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INTHERTEEXY,
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Corner-to-Corner (4B & ZH D
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