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[D39] English Opening,
Symmetrical variation

1. Nf3 Nf6 2. c4 ¢5 3. g3 g6
4. Bg2 Bg7 5. 0-O O-0 6. Nc3
Nc6 7. d4 cxd4 8.Nxd4 a6 9. c5!
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9... Re8 10. Nb3 h6 11. h3 Rb8
12. Bf4 e5 13. Be3 Ne7 14. Qd6!
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14... Ra8 15.g4 g5 16. Rfd1 Ng6
17. ¢c6 bxc6 18. Bxc6 Re6
19. Bxa8 Rxd6 20. Rxd6
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20... Nf4! 21. Bxf4 gxf4 22. Rad1
Bf8 23. R6d2 d6 24. Ne4 Be6
25. Nxfé+ Qxf6 26. Bd5 Qh4
27.Bxeb6 fxe6 28. Rd3 e4 29. Rc3
d5 30. Nd4

30... 3! 31. fxe3 Qg3+!
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32. Kh1 fxe3 33. Rc8 Qxh3+
34. Kg1 Qxg4+ 35. Kh2 Qf4+
36. Kg2 e5 0—1
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STHDEIEZA D5 2T DHHRY
>av TdH, NxddTHR—VH
“H%Z 5 TdHA. Nxdd, Qxd4
(F4) D#EICBbs+A H Y £
9, "Ohmyqueen!" ¥4, |

GE) EEBE D Youtuberz & d
R2EHTLCBT—FRT
Ty 7EAEHRHITTVWED
RELIZESDRIRY 2T
Oty T7Td, HERET
(o)

° Bl
[ I SN

~

:’+r\r9-

I R BEBT
STHRF%R2FET LD

OV N T N T o)

Aoy’

=
~

=N W A N ®

EBbSAF Ty I7HDT, T4
AAN=RKT Ry 7 TlEHRLT
A ADAN—=FFzy 7 ERERZ
EbHEFT, T4 RAANR=FT
Ry &b T4 AAHN=FF
Ty 7 DAN—KIICERIITT
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L. BolFvdneBunExd, |

AlTZDERIZ., XKEOFHTF
TV 7BDT, BFEOFENRES
NEHhHLTYT, 5. 74 —HK
BINTWDHDT, 24—V %5F
2Hh#DTHTEFE, [KRAED
By . [Fxyv o LTEL
EnzER3] . [ 7D 1F3]
DVWITNHhZEWILEIThIERY
FHA, TNHDRABETHNILZ
DRIT A7 RIHILLTWSB E
b ES, |

E [HHF0OBREHOFELRVHIE X
BB EERICFILH D L 5 IR
CondZedthHreEB0ET
M. FzvI7OHBEICIENRYE
MO BATT L4, |

HIVR=RIT4 7R

ElMFzy7ICLTRALHLD
ALZE LT NiEm smn e v
DIIENEELDIF. HARGH
LEATTTIEAE L, HFICH
STHLERIIHRY T, BFH
DY IRLHBHNATY, ]

ATHI>YR—=R7 T4 ATY
HRe BONERIT 47 RERD
B ofznElilveond e
bHYET,

E MRy a v 2RTLLE
W, BEoS M MiFRDOE Y
avSicEvicantesy, &
SICFADR—> THREEZ (T TN
9, |

X5

= N W A U1 ®

AlEVIZENTWVWERE—RAZK
BTN E, EWHE22ED
EE (NCSLAX—5275) TF
ATZRBTT A, T TIERIZL
FHA, Nf34, Fzv o THA
FARIFBZ EnTEET, Al
FryvIICHLT E2RENDH DD
T, Blic3obyr sy FE A —

VTBBZENTEET, |
ElT:5—2fl#RTHBEEL &
D, M6TIEFEDFA b 74— N
RESTVBHEIICRRET, |

X6

= N W A U AN ®

AHEAZFTTWE I —vEIL
—7. EbonhFryvrEHITON
BEEHY FEAN? Z 5. Qbb+
TRIFBZENTEET, |

ETUtnLSIC, FxvoiB
NOXEAEEZ DL LETH, BF
DRE#*#EZZ%5LETHIEFICE
ETY, BELEICF vy I TE
RN WA E D B ICBIET
2E3512LFELES,

ATREEFzy/7OFRTHRDM
Hig (8705 v o] TF, |

XINFxv Y

ETX7 LTy eld—EICT
DO THEXF VI F v I %
HiIs3Fnz e, ZDBA.
SETRBNLIT v 7 DI
ElxESBRLZTLEOIN T

ATERZAAHIGTF Y I %%
T TWw3dnT [BA D% #E
L] crlgTcEEFHA, 7.
O~ LTF v I AERITT
WD T, [FzyoLTELE
#WB] b TEEHA, O
FH, [P EITBR] —R
TY¥ 1, |

ElZ5 I 2 UMEFox 70
TFEEL T EZESHIEOLWDOT, F
DEFENETHRICAEY EFT L.
BRI AP VD TIRRYIC X 7
TATADILLYTWTT, |

[RBICEMZBNL £T D%
HEEIAFRIC—ERTLE
ATWETH? ]

E (2B D FE TN L 7-REti
DT—LTYT, MTORE. BD
ROLIFEHLY ZTH7]

A Bgb+D X 7ILF vy T
T, X7INF v b THFE
FrTEHEKFELLHY FE
Ao WKITBFTIZKeS £ 72 1ZKcT T

E [Ke87%: b IERd8, Kc7h o f
BA8TF zv 7 XA FTY, |

FeH

SEILEMN Z KW E L7255
HWEEZZTF v 7 DEEIC
EFELTCE®RLELE, Fv
JIEHEFOFERET 2&EN
BB, BRI T 47 AERKIL
Lyd LY, BIIEBFOXR
IT 47 A kIS BERICEL
HE9d, BELETOFzvID
AREHICOVWTIEEICTZE S
£OI1ICLFEL LD,

Bhyic

RIATI D, SEITZOMLE
MITEEDOESH RS EICK
V& L7z, 48LUBENCS Newsletter
DK Za—T LA {Thid L
WHZET FMBET7 7L T
WEd, SBLEHOD 7B TP
YouTubeE2fE%®BL T, Fx XIC
BLTRELTWVWSD2HYTTD
T, ALLKBEVWLET,

(fRESBLY) FRAEBDIE
DY DIFLENLRILT Yy T 5
FEIT LR BHEEE, ASALE
TADI—FESRAEHEITAWICIL
ZELLALAPTVEEICMEL
IFCIEE F L7z, 9EICH KISGE
. ImWANABENETLZ, &
DAaES TSN ELE
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Theme

LIEC®IC

SEDEE TIE,
DWTEZXZET,

RITEB (S

FR7AT7LLIZENTIE,
BlED RIS (Tourney) ALIFL
i%ﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬂi? FEREETIE, EF
otfmvatﬁL\%ﬁéﬁ
0707 L LDORIAZFAL T
Ex52 %9, 7O07L LDOFHE
EHHIZ, AIZIERBLEZVARD
FORES F(REBEINLTWLS
M. NELREN LD, BEDDH
VET, RELEZVLWREDBRRIC
RHEINTWRIZERW AT L
LEEINETS,

5z bNBEITIEZRIDMTT o
THY, FF@EDIZH A BIEIC
Prize. Honorable Mention.
Commendation N FEF, &5
12, ZNENOFTHME IS
ZENBY . 1st Prize. 2nd PrizeZs
EEWD LD IBRFIFEnE T,

B E. BEEs R T7O7
LLARZEEL, SEZESN/-707
VACﬁLT%EE# RO D
AT, M Tx?'fné’ﬂf s
T L LD OEROES KD
BRATHHY 9,

HED XA TR, LIE
LIET—<hrEDONET, fHlZ
L BEE ST AFEFIEFRICE
HBEZE VA= EY I T 7
A1 RTEHFEFIEFRICEDS Z
. BRETYT, £, REDHED
CRDON, RIEIFOANILT XA
b, REELHROLENTWNEZ ti)“
—ﬂXE/]’C’g_ LILIET—~5

% (Theme Tourney) &ME(END
ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ%f??o

and Variations (g#&a|)

HIjIS J&

— AT, #FEROTOTL L
i, T—~FICRO NG, %
OMEEICERRBEIN-7TOTL LD
‘:F’ﬁ"o%ﬂé-j)‘f NicboEEN
HLET, FRESFSEOEE L,
LIFLIEBEI D2 ENH Y F
T, 2015F ICHRKKRINE-TOTL
LOEFEN2020FEICRED,. &
WO EHmZeHERYEEEICR
LNET,

BIEBRREEICSMT 52 ik
Q%# WLK7D7VA#t®
SOBRFMEZIT AL EMD &
NTEDH-0, BIfEEBRET S
AIZE-TIEFEYZWVRERERY
9,

2021 F ICRADNI=W L D DA
BRI DWW T, T Tkl
¥,

2. bth Youth Chess Composing
Challenge

FEOEEFF c AEWEF v LY
(bth YCCC) &, SEDF = RT
A7L LAHREREICH - T20214F
DI0AICEEENE LT, WEER
IE23mUT T, 3207 3 vic
SlFeonThESNE L7z BHAED
SldtrsarvA QFEXAAL) &

€72 a>rC (BH) IL&1ENS
L. 28 EBIMLIANICAET S &

WS HREE R LT L7z,

FIC, BEAroRBIN, &
BLI2fmz5IBLET,

FFIEtrs a3 v ADERT
¥, v avADT—<i [T
FBICES 3 v 7THWBIIFED2F X
1+ TL7

Tachioka, H. 3rd Place 5thYCCC
Section A, 2021

2F AL FTT,
Solution:

(1..Bxd5 2. Qxd5#)

1.Sc67? Bxd5 2. Qb4# but 1...Qc3!
1.Bd4! (Threat: 2.Rc5#)
1...Bxd4/Sd3/Bxd5/Q~/Qb3+
2.Qxd4/Sa3/Bxd5/Sa3/axb3#

BIZHFTZAAETNITED
Bxd5(Z¥f L TIEOxd5TA A Ml
DET, mBENLEHZDFHIE
BEEIBHFEEZTNEZW
EZATETN, ZOFEEL T,
LABEDIEFLIOFICHLTHT
RTAAMIBRD LS REDHF
rHYFHA !

EZ11..Bxd5 123 L T2.0xd5%
HhESHDH1BAAITT, 25T 3
&L, SEIEL...Bxdslc L T
2.Bxdb5#TA A MRV ET, &
D & D /8% — > % Changed Mate
EWLWWET,

%"‘LL\’C’{Zﬁ/E /Cf—g’—o L_.-B
SOTF—<IIEEICBERTY,
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Fujiwara, T. 1st Place 5thYCCC
Section C, 2021

5 5+10
H#3.5 (5+10) 2 sols.

35FDOANINT AL FTT,

Solution:

1...Kd8 2.Bb7 axb7 3.b1=B b8=Q
4.Be4 Qc8#

1...Kd7 2.Rg7 hxg7 3.91=R g8=S
4.Rg5 Sh6#

R—=—rhfEEO -2 (27 0%®
—v a3l TWbZ &% THERL
==L, INnZAllumwandlung
(fER. AUWES) &L
T, 61, EOREBA—EH S
V77 ARENTHL7TEE—Y
3 CREOE—ZIPESN, T
DREBICE->TETWSZ EIZH
EBELCIEEW, ELVL2BOA~LY
44 bTT,

3. 19th Romanian Tzuika Tourney

VARVAYN Y N N

BENDd% &Atbf; ZEA
HEA < BIES &A%%Ui¢ ¥a
D LS BRIFGEIF. FOEADOES

@ﬁi@ﬁtfﬁ)\%%/\@%%&
LTEREondZ &ENEEICITHL
. BEREDZFICZOEENL
BN E £ T, IR IL)apanese
Sake Tourney¥>., 77 v ADHE
Champagne Tourney7i &,

SEIOHRASICHE>T, IL—

T T LDOBBETH D
Tzuikah & HI % & - 7=Romanian
Tzuika Tourney & FEIEN 2 B h°
HYET, NISEZOBETEIC
Jt& L. 8th Honorable Mention%
W22 L7,

COBRBEEDT—<IE [Pelle
MoveZ&EHelp Selfmate] & W
s, haEVEKRRT—<T

9, Help Selfmateld. [HR&RFT
BAmEIFCTCAF I E AL FT
L5112, ZOERDFEETH
BEWIHBHT ] EWIHIHRET
T, TNIET7 =T =L
N5, BELIIERRDIRETT,
F7-. Pelle Movekld, [E>v&
NTWBEAE Y DT A VITA->
TECF| oz exELET,

ZDESTIE. Andernach
Chess& M iEN2 7 = 7 U — &4
ERALTWET, g, (5

EMBEMDEAEDD] LD
T

Maeshima, H. 8th HM 19th Tzuika
Tourney, 2021

hs#2.5 7+5

HS#2.5 AndernachChess
Solution:

1...Qg8 2.Qxc3=b Qxb3=w 3.Bd4
Qb2#

1...Qxh3=w 2.Qxf5=b Qb1 3.Qd1
Qc1#

[=b] ® [=w] . ZDBIZE
hHhBEWHIEKRTT, £ L THA
¢ . Andernach ChessDtHFRTlZ
ZOFIEICE T B REDFH AT
FIIl>TWET,

=& 2. BRYDBOREDF
DERNEZD L D HRBERICAE>T
WEY,

Andernach ChessDZ&HTZ D
FETEDFEET &, Qb2Ls L
ITRCEEFTIEHY FHA, &
-@37;15 Qxddetgd&Zzmo A4 —

VB A—VICEDHDDT, E
=F/7 ICF v 7anlfBFIC
STWET, DY, Qxd4tiﬁ/l/
TF v oIl ET,

Inll, ZoRAENHENQb2
YT E. ZTDORIZAEF T IHA
A Rl TWET | BERSE
BROERIZL > TOxb2(=b)H
Bxb2(=b)H TEH VLB TY, =
nic& Y., IEERFEIEGIFTH
¥ EF v IAA T D] F
ICh->TWhWET,

BIEFN, 2B TE HITPelle
MovellZ > TWB DA RA >~ b T
ERS

BHEDELIEEA LN
#’LL;E&E‘E\L\ AREFEHELEL
7=o L LEMEEBRO THI-WNEE
AN ANNNIE, FIHrnsE
IZBNUEFENTT,

2FEHIChHIYIT TEIAE
gHH. SEIPVREREIERY £9,
FrA7O7 L LOHREIZDONT
SLThEAoNTULNIIE, Zh
ICES2ERIEHY FHA, O L
@:Eﬁ\E IHYDESTETW

EJ O

KimEEHs &£

BIEREE X A, Theme and
Variations & 1 (2 hH 7= V)
12[E@EE L TWi=x, &
DAaESZE8WE LA

BT R — > xFNLIC
RSN TUWLWABNCS Letter
DFRT, REFHOFER L
THHFECRBHITL 7=,
ﬁ&?lzTiﬁé )
ROWABCHEOCEZ AR
87u7uA®XmL%n
52 ENTE, RESEL
THERELIRES LT
WieZ2F L7,

R IChl> ThESE,, &
Licso2hrhE Tl
HUNESTENE LA
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XLELEA
~ADTHFL AL HNT~

HEXE

W& $2—> : Prophylactic Thinking
HEFOBEVWZREY ., £EY L TE
TE8ETI=v 7, RVD D HIIHE
FOELFVEWEZERTZ LS
hotho LS, HhEET LA E
TEERTEOYREZ—7FR |

[[2RroFIE -] B1
B, NCS L& —%5 235, p.21]

2021 £ 10 A 23 H., 2HEMWICR
SFERETENHIT. FAFALIYIC
EFEFRY =L OFIEIZSML
Fl7z, FSHZDHE, F6EHES
TEZEEFZICHEDLT, WAEATF
AN TEDLSICHS BV TOLLE
{, MEEhORERIC, B0 IHE
AEBEWEWELELT: (58,

O#AEAE EKN.

[C45]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4
4 Nxd4 Nfé 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.e5
Qe7 7.Qe2 Nd5 8.Nd2 g6 9.c4
Ba6 10.b3 Bg7 11.Bb2 0-0 12.0-0-0
Rfe8 13.Nf3 d6 14.Qd2 Nb6
15.exd6 Bxb2+ 16.Kxb2 cxd6
17.Qxd6 Qb7

L

HAFIBICEAZSIEWT1IHR—>
Ty7ZLELEAN ZoRETAD
MERZISEAFELT, RIFEDS
AbA cbICWBESICEEELT, [X
IZ..Rad8 &EIbNB & dl DIL—7
ERINDESILEI? LB /=y
JIRFEIC o T-DTF, IM4—> %17z
PRATEENML—ILRLITFEDOT
. DESREL, EFFTNIEVLDA?
EMATERIC

EHLELE, 20— ZEE
TEHIEKRTTH., LWHITHIEEFRA
o BEER<HY FHATL
D FEAFEMNLT, ELIBLIZFN
BLWFTh-=HLIEHY £HA,
ZIZTHLEFTY, ROEDF%R
TMXRTBZLICHYFET, EEE
18.Kal(Houdini) ©L 7=,

A?2ENBZD?IRAT?
cAiZliF2mBBABHLTLED
TROLDLTWE LA, 17..Qb7 T
I —vhfte ATy JICBE
EEbEiZ IR IOTEHATL
720 19.Bxcd & ER 1 1E, 19..Nxc4
TEFTE A= OWEY TT,

19.Qf4 Bxd3 20.Rxd3 Re2+7?!

FIEICIV—0 % ER T 2HIFD
FICRRELEA, BHICH, DR
NEH -7, T 1% 20..a5 21.Rel
a4(Houdini) &, IL—ZlF al ICEW
T-EFRDHDEDONRN-T2LDTT,

21.Rd2 Rae8 22.Rc1 R8e4
23.Qf6 Na4+? 24.Ka1 Reb6
25.Rd8+ Re8 26.Rxe8+ Rxe8
27.bxa4 Re6 28.Qc3 Qa6 29.Nd4

Rd6 30.Rb1 h5

L
i
¥

i

[]
A

BERHOAAXA -V TETWER
HAEDOT, FHEEAOKY A1 5<
bW (FZ7Z21F15%) THRE
FChHBAIELEVWTIEEE L.

31.Nf5 [JHW (£ Qg7#] gxf5
32.Rb8+ Kh7 33.Qh8+ Kg6
34.Rg8#
1-0
ZOESITHERITFEVWLELEAN
18..Bxc4 I onBWFehl £
L7z COFZNBEICEEZELE
N BAIEIE/ —RALTELIZON
BCENRICHER->TWET, EBIL, B
NBLEB-TCHEEICHEAZAN, B
BELTHDIETHDTT A, &3>
EIELIZEZAMDHRATEIC, To
ERINDLZDFEF->TWITEWDH
DEHA. TNIEHEHL?
AAYFT—LDOIDOETIE, £
abnEvav A TRweEyay
good bishop| ¢z h . 2 et [E
WE'Y 3y 7 bad bishop| &2 H
N EBEERTE] (x) HDTT,
B KN. TAEE-LTab DEY 3y
TEESTNIEVWLD?] L1 FTE
g eEXBEITTWEDOTLES,
72h o, 18.Bd3 TENAHEEL Ao
1=Z2ERTCIThh>7=DTLED,
* Milos Pavlovic: The Modernized

Scotch Game, Thinkers Publishing,
2019, p.83.

FhD 5 BxlL Prophylactic Thinking
EEnTwizzeTtd, BaniELT
WE (L—2%2KIF3) LrEZT.
HBEIELEZVF @B6oOEYay S
HEWZWL) 2EXLLED 27 B
S—E (2RI LBRNME/Z— ]
T ARL, BEZE->CHBELET!
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;IZ*B InJ

NO.59 ¥ J A bV

20065%2H11~12H

E1E (145:%) D4R 2.5P/4Game

L —3F 4 v 9720652079
SFFMH: USCFH 4 b+ & O

w%i%%tmbﬂ%ﬁ%w
W, N=I =77 LFH
FyU7TiThhiKRKETL
7o 30V FOENLETIZH OIS
FTICIT7=FEAICEFTT | ?
MBIENZAT T — LD ORE
AEEL, 27TV FEMSS
e £d1Ps, Wo2bD L5 ITE
wIZIBEL, BI12BIZZARE
THREZRITT 2 EEF5R
AL, BEB@ALLEANAL —
CVOENEELTHEIITTUNL
s FETHAEL R -T=HD
JICb e AEREIFITHONE
L7z STHT7AXAYHDTYT, 38
BIZ16mNEekXNO.l, #— LT
AYUHhvRKEk, 77V FvR&
— %@Lz bHY, T

DT LoaREDF > 3

FLT 25~ (USCF2312) &2 fam

FEHR— N THEL, BR. AL
BEFHEbH, 2 L TREREBEE
fEE DT 1E R — F(BRIRET
CDT—TIVIZEND Z &I
LIgEBERZETY), HEDO L
v 710l R ERI-ZEHH D
BEZXS S VRTAXALZ—, IR
=7 AdJaan Ehlvest (USCF
2619) &k a & icaY £ L
Fzo MELHROEAZE >THA
vILThbe o2l HY F
ENS %%%Lii%b‘i L= 7>
FYZXZ—ICARE CHIBLE S
LG tﬁAﬁ«gkAf
L7ze ZOBESRADT TV
FxZXx—¢xfELi-ceTL
£2, MEHMEDLSI DT
HEesnTIH, BEo>D122010
FEFTCEO LAY ET,

FGMi&#&K A CLVR LY
FERMLRICIELTER] &
W DOAREETLT, HEY 2
ZTICERE, FIAADWLWLE

"IJ:tJJHi“¥

cFIR - TIATF14NIVKE

-

\

GM Ehlvest & 383 2 E1E

BHEETHEN

AT FIC oo B0
¥, 2N TUSCFIx2079. FIDE
1320908155 &5 T,

U/ FYVEYIZHERTHL
F9, HERATCOEERDABZT
iF. BECEICHRAY 2 =27 T
o BEFEDZEIEBLIED

~NFE L7,
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From Tyler's Desk:

Opening Lessons from
the Online Rapid Grand Prix Final

By Scott, Tyler

he Online Rapid Grand Prix

I Final was, by Japan chess

standards, a very high-level

event in which I was glad to take part.

Thus, I decided to analyze all of the

games to see what I could learn from

them. This month, I discuss some of

the openings that were played in the
tournament.

The first couple of game fragments
below feature the ‘Prins Variation’ of
the Sicilian (1.e4 ¢5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4
cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.f3!?) which Nanjo-
san convincingly used to win two of
his games. While I don’t believe that
this variation is as challenging for
Black as the mainline (5.Nc3), it is
tricky and far less common. Knowing
that he would be up against some
2...d6 Sicilian players, I suspect that
Nanjo-san prepared this line as a
surprise weapon, and it worked out
quite well for him.

A dream position for the
Prins Variation

Nanjo,Ryosuke (2337) -
Aoshima,Mirai (2192) [B55]

Sunday Cup Grand Final 2021 Chess.
com (2.3), 19.12.2021

Sicilian Defence, Prins Variation

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
Nf6 5.f3 e5 6.Bb5+ This is probably
the most critical move, trying to weak-
en the f5-square by exchanging light
square bishops.

6.Nb3 is the alternative, and will not
be examined here.

6...Bd7 based on what happened
in this game, I don't really trust this
move.

6...Nbd7 is probably the best move,
and will be examined in the next
game.

7.Bxd7+ Qxd7 7...Nbxd7 might be
better, with the point that 8.Nf5

d5!? 9.exd5 Nb6 seems to solve
Black's problems. For instance
10.Bg5 (10.Nc3 Nfxd5 11.Nxd5
Qxd5=) 10...Nbxd5 11.Qe2 Qc7
12.c4 h6 13.Bxf6 (13.Bh4 Nf4!+)
13...Nxf6 14.Nc3 g6 15.Ne3 Bb4!
stopping White from establishing an
unopposed knight on d5, looks quite
okay for Black.

8.Nf5 d5 This looks like the only try
to avoid an immediate positional
disaster.

8...g6?! 9.Ne3 = is exactly what White
wants, when the d5-square will be a
problem for Black for the rest of the
game.

How should White continue to press?

9.Bg5 dxe4 9...d4 could be tried,
but after something like 10.Bxf6 gxf6
11.0-0 Nc6 12.Nd2 0-0-0 13.Nc4
Black's bishop will likely always be
inferior to a White knight, even in a
more simplified position, due to the
pawn structure and holes on d5 and
£5.

10.Bxf6! An important move, which
critically weakens the d5 and f5
squares. Black will struggle against
white knights on these squares for the
rest of the game.

10...Qxd1+ Importantly, Black cannot
fight against White's strategy with
10...Qxf5?? because of 11.Qd8#

11.Kxd1 gxf6 12.fxe4 Nc6 13.Nc3

0-0-0+ 14.Nd5 Rg8 15.93 Rg4 This
active rook looks threatening, but
White is in time to defend everything
and maintain his dominating knights
on d5 and f5.

16.Re1 Nb4 Trying to sac an exchange
to break the bind with 16...Rxe4
17.Rxe4 Rxd5+ 18.Ke2=* doesn't give
Black enough compensation because
he struggles to stop White from
grabbing the h7-pawn with Rh4 next
move.

17.h3 Rg5 18.c4 Nd3 It looks like
Black has a lot of activity, but unless
it gives him some sort of advantage,
or removes the knights from their
strong outposts, he will never be able
to equalize.

19.Re2 Nc5 20.g4 h5 21.Kc2 hxg4
22.h4! A nice move. This mobile
outside passer spells trouble for
Black.

22...Rg6 23.Rf1 Ne6 24.Rg2 Rxd5
The fact that Black felt the need to
sac an exchange here speaks volumes
about how unpleasant his position is
to play. His compensation remains
insufficient, and the bishop on f8 has
yet to find a useful role in this game.

25.exd5 Nf4 26.Rg3 Nh5 27.Kd3!?
This wasn't necessary, but perhaps
it is the simplest. White maintains a
pleasant advantage in the endgame.

27.Rb3 is also good according to the
engine, but it allows Black to create
counterplay with 27...g32 when
White will have to be careful.

27...Kd7 28.Ke4 Nxg3+ 29.Nxg3
Bb4 30.h5 Rh6 31.Kf5% and White
went on to win.

1-0
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From Tyler's Desk:
Opening Lessons from the Online Rapid Grand Prix Final

A transposition to a bad
King’s Indian

Nanjo,Ryosuke (2387) -
Yamada,Kohei (2299) [B55]

Sunday Cup Grand Final 2021 Chess.
com (4.1), 19.12.2021

Sicilian Defence, Prins Variation

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
Nf6 5.f3 e5 6.Bb5+ Nbd7 7.Ne2?!
This is the first time I have seen this
move played, and it doesn't look right
to me.

7.Nf5 is the critical try, when Black
should continue with 7...d5! 8.exd5
a6 9.Bxd7+ Qxd7 10.Ne3 b5 11.0-0
Bb7%2 when Black has good chances
of regaining the pawn with a slight
edge, due to his bishop pair.

7...Be7 7...a6!? gaining a tempo on
the bishop with this move is a good
idea if White cannot exploit it, and
here I don't believe that he can. For
instance 8.Bxd7+ (8.Bd3?! d5!F;
8.Ba4 Be7 and Black can play ...b5 at
his convenience, because 9.c4 Qb6!
leaves White very vulnerable on the
dark squares.) 8...Bxd7 9.c4 Rc8
10.Na3 b5! with great play for Black.

8.c4 0-0 8...Qb6! taking control of
the weakened diagonal before White
can play Be3, looks strong. Usually
White would play Qe2 followed by
Be3 against this move, but the knight
is already on e2, making White's
position awkward.

9.Be3 Nb6 10.Nbc3

How should Black continue?

10...Be6?! Black provokes White
to transition into a King's Indian
structure, but I don't think it is a
favorable one for him.

10...a6! 11.Na4 The only move

that doesn't lose material. (11.Ba4?
Nxc4+) 11...Nxa4 12.Bxa4 Qa5+
13.Kf2 Be6 14.Bb3 Rac82 the bishop

is misplaced on b3, and c4 is a target.
Black is at least equal here.

11.Nd5 Nbxd5 12.cxd5 Bd7 13.Bd3
13.Qa4!t Looks like a safe plus for
White. Exchanging the light square
bishops favors him, as do endgames
after a potential queen exchange.

13...Nh5 14.Qd2 g6 15.0-0 f5 Black
begins the typical King's Indian pawn
storm, but with the c-file open and
White well-developed, I am not
convinced by it.

16.Rac1 f4 17.Bf2 Rf7 17...g5 18.h3
and it will take a lot of time for Black
to arrange ...g4.

18.Rc2 Qf8?! Something like
18...Rc8 19.Rxc8 Qxc8 20.Qa5 a6
21.Rcl+ doesn't really help. Black
simply cannot defend against White's
queenside invasion.

19.Rc7% and White went on to win,
as Black's kingside play is too slow to
cause White any trouble.

1-0

A Fianchetto Griinfeld
gone wrong

Aoshima,Mirai (2225) -
Baba,Masahiro (2211) [D78]
Sunday Cup Grand Final 2021 Chess.
com (4.3), 19.12.2021

Grunfeld Defence, Fianchetto Varia-
tion

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.g3 c6 4.Bg2
d5 5.b3 Bg7 6.Nf3 0-0 7.0-0 dxc4
8.bxc4 c5 This is a fashionable line of
the Griinfeld. Black immediately tries
to exploit the weakened diagonal,
and doesn't mind losing a tempo by
taking two moves to play ...c5.

9.Nc3?! I have a hard time
understanding this move. Perhaps
Aoshima-san didn't know the theory
of this variation, or simply wanted
to avoid his opponent's preparation.
It doesn't seem optimal to commit
the knight to this square so early,
especially as Black wants to take on
d4 anyway, when the knight will
be vulnerable on the long diagonal,
along with the rook on al.

9.Bb2 is the main move, and the most
logical.

9...Nc6 I am not sure how I feel
about this move. A part of me likes
the idea of provoking d5, in order to
strengthen the g7-bishop, but at the
same time, things work out well for
White in the game, and Black has to
be quick with his counterplay in order
to avoid being squashed by White's
center.

9...cxd4 10.Nxd4 might be simpler.
Black has no weaknesses, while
White has a potentially weak pawn
on ¢4 On the other hand, White's
bishop has opened up, making it a
little bit difficult for Black to develop
his queenside pieces. My intuition
tells me that Black shouldn't be worse
here, but anything could happen.

10.d5 Na5 11.Ba3 b6 12.Nd2

How can Black pressure the White
position?

12...Nd7?! I think this is already a
step in the wrong direction.

12...Ba6 13.Qa4 Qd7!F looks
annoying for White, due to the
pressure on the c4—pawn.

13.Rc1 Ne5 14.d6 Rb8 15.dxe7
Qxe7 16.Nd5 The engine seems to
think Black is still okay, but with
that knight on d5, the Black position
already looks quite uncomfortable to
me.

16...Qd8 17.Bb2 Re8 18.Rc2 Bf57?!
Sometimes in the fianchetto Griinfeld,
it is a good idea to provoke White
into playing e2—e4. This is not one of
those instances, and White is much
better after his next move.

18...Bb7 looks safer, but I would still
prefer White after 19.e4

19.e4 Bg4 20.Qa1! f6 This is the
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kind of move that Black really doesn't
want to play, but unfortunately, it
was the best choice here.

20...Nac6?! bringing the knight back
into the game, looks dubious because
of 21.f4 when Black will struggle for
compensation after 21...Nd4 22.Bxd4
cxd4 23.fxe5 d3 24.Rccl Bxe5+ With
some care, White's extra piece should
tell here, and the pawn on d3 doesn't
compensate for it.

21.f4 Nd7 22.h3 Be6 23.Rd1 Nc6
24.Nb3% This has quickly become a
nightmare Griinfeld for Black, and
White went on to win easily.

1-0

A Risky Line of the Two
Knights Defence

Yamada,Kohei (2328) -

Scott,Tyler (1849) [C55]

Sunday Cup Grand Final 2021 Chess.
com (3.3), 18.12.2021

Two Knights Defence, 4.d3 h6

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.d3
h6 5.0-0 d6!? This is an interesting
and aggressive way of playing. Black
pushes ...g5 early to create kingside
attacking chances. White is probably
better objectively, assuming he is
ready for it, and my opponent seemed
to be up to the task this game.

6.a4 g5 7.Nc3 Bg7 8.a5 a6 9.Be3
Bg4 10.h3 Be6 11.Bxeb fxe6 12.d4
exd4 13.Nxd4 Qd7 14.Qe2 0-0-0
14...Nxe4?! 15.0h5+ Qf7 16.Nxe6!t
is highly unappealing for Black.

15.Rfd1

Both sides have been following theory
so far. How should Black continue?

15...94?

15...d5, striking back in the center,
is best, according to theory.

Unfortunately, despite preparing
this variation for this game, I did not
remember what to do here! I suppose
that playing this move, with White's
rook eyeing the queen on d7, is not
the most obvious decision for Black,
but there are not really any good
alternatives. White has a number of
moves here, with the most direct and
ambitious being 16.b4!? when Black
will have to tread carefully to avoid
falling victim to a strong attack on his
king's position.

16.h4 16.hxg4!? is probably better
for White as well, though Black gets
some play after 16...h5 17.g5 Ng4;
16.b4 gxh3 17.b5! is also playable
and strong.

16...Rhg8 17.b4 despite having
studied this variation, I didn't
remember how to respond to this
thematic pawn sac.

17...Nxb4? This didn't work out
well in the game, and White quickly
developed a strong attack.

17...g31? 18.b5 Nxd4 19.Bxd4 Ng4e
gives Black interesting counterplay,
though I would be very worried about
my king safety as Black here.

18.Rab1 c¢5 This is not a pleasant
move to have to play, but it might be
the only viable one here.

18...Nc6? 19.Rxb7!+- is crushing.
For instance 19...Kxb7 (19...Nxd4
20.Qxa6!) 20.Rb1+ with a mating
attack.

19.Qc4! Kb8 Black's position is so
bad that the engine is recommending
that he give up a piece with 19...Nfd5

20.Nxe6 Qf7 21.Nd5!? The start of
a nice combination, though it wasn't
necessary to win the game.

21.Bf4! was even stronger, when d6
cannot be defended. For instance
21...Bf8 22.Qxc5 Qxe6 23.Qxb4+—
with an extra pawn and an ongoing
initiative for White.

21...Qxe6 22.Rxb4 Nxd5 22...cxb4??
23.Qc7+ Ka8 24.Nb6+ Ka7 25.Nd7+
Ka8 26.Qb6 with mate next move.

23.exd5 Qd7 24.Rb6 Ka7?
25.Rxd6+- and White went on to
convert his advantage.

1-0

Passive pieces and
an Unclear Plan

Baba,Masahiro (2250) -
Nanjo,Ryosuke (2362) [B15]
Sunday Cup Grand Final 2021 Chess.
com (3.2), 18.12.2021

Caro-Kann, Classical Variation

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 dxe4 4.Nxe4
Nf6 5.Nxf6+ exf6!? This line has
been trendy recently among strong
players. One could argue that it
is more combative than the more
traditional 4...Bf5 variation, and thus,
a better choice to play for a win as
Black.

6.c3 Bd6 7.Bd3 0-0 8.Qc2 Re8+
9.Ne2 h5!? I don't play this line with
either colour, but as far as I know,
this is the modern move that has
breathed new life into this variation.
Black wants to use this pawn and
his bishops to pressure the white
kingside.

10.0-0 h4 11.h3 Nd7 12.Bd2 Nf8
13.Rae1 Bc7 14.f4!? I am not sure
if this is a good idea, as it shuts in
White's dark square bishop, especially
if Black succeeds in playing ...f5.

14...g67!
14...Qd6!? discouraging White from
playing 5, looks a bit safer.

-1 A4 T
F Y A

This looks kind of risky. Can White
exploit it?

15.Kh1?!

15.f5! should be played, opening
up the bishop on d2 and restricting
Black's pieces. Allowing Black
to play ...f5 himself is a grave
positional error. 15...g5 is the logical
continuation, when White has to
figure out what to do with his knight.
16.Ncl (16.c4 Qd6 17.Rf3 Qh2+
18.Kf1 looks rather inconvenient for
White, though the queenside majority
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is starting to roll. If Black cannot
generate strong counterplay against
the White king or the d4—pawn, he
should be worse, as his pawn majority
is crippled and immobile.) 16...Rxel
17.Rxel Qd6 looks a bit inconvenient
for White, though after 18.Kf1 Qh2
19.Ne2 Bd7 20.Ng1 his king is not in
danger, though I am not sure how he
should continue. Maybe he needs to
push his queenside majority, which is
his main advantage in this position.
White might not be better here, but
this seems better than the game
continuation.

15...f5! Now it just seems like White
is suffering because of his bad bishop
on d2, and lack of a clear plan. Black
has the e6-square for his knight, but
the ideal location of White's knight
is unclear because the e5 and g5
squares can easily be guarded by ...f6.

16.Ng1 Ne6 17.Bc4 b5 18.Bb3
a5 19.a3 b4 20.Nf3 20.axb4 axb4+
opens the a-file in Black's favor, as
the threat of ...Ba6 is annoying for
White to meet.

20...bxa3 21.Ne5 21.bxa3 Bab!
22 Rf2 Nxf4+

21...axb2 22.Qxb2 22.Nxc6 Qd6
23.d5 a4 24.Bxa4 Bd7! 25.dxe6 fxe6
26.Ne5 Rxa4¥ is a weird engine line
that seems to maintain a slight pull
for Black.

22...a4 23.Ba2 a3 24.Qc1 Baé6
25.Rg1 Bxe5 26.Rxe5 Bd3!F The
bishop is heading to e4, from where it
will dominate. Black went on to win.

0-1

Trying to Exploit a
Wayward Queen

Baba,Masahiro (2222) -
Tran,Thanh Tu (2333) [B42]

Sunday Cup Grand Final 2021 Chess.
com (5.2), 19.12.2021

Sicilian Defence, Kan Variation

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
a6 5.Bd3 Bc5 6.Nb3 Ba7 7.0-0
Qh4?! This might be a novelty, and
probably not a good one. I did not
manage to refute it in my analysis, as
you will see below, but that does not
mean it is a good move!

I suppose after his game with Nanjo-

san, Tu-san wanted to avoid the white
queen coming to g4 after something
like 7...Nc6 8.Qg4 The difference here
is that White has already castled, so
Black gets interesting compensation
for the pawn after 8...Nf6 9.Qxg7
Rg82

8.N1d2 Nc6

ElelelaE
-

Can White exploit the position of the
black queen?

Maybe...

9.Nc4! The absence of the queen on
d8 highlights the weakness of the
d6-square, as Black cannot play ...d6
here.

9...Nf6! Realizing there is no
convenient way to stop Nd6+, Black
just gets on with his development.

9...Qe7?! 10.e5! Clamps down
on the d6 and f6 squares, and is
inconvenient for Black. It isn't easy
for Black to solve his development
problems. For instance 10...f6
(10...Bb8? 11.Nb6+-) 11.Qh5+ =
displaces the black king.; 9...Bb8
covering d6 and threatening mate on
h2, looks like a logical try. 10.g3 Qd8
(10...Qe7? 11.Nb6+— wins material.)
11.Be3! aiming at the vulnerable b6-
square. 11...Bc7 12.Qg4=+ White's
queen gets to the g4-square anyway,
with a pleasant position for White.

10.h37?! This is definitely not the
logical follow-up to White's previous
move.

Why not 10.Nd6+ =+ ? It looks like
Black doesn't have any compensation
for his misplaced king here, though
things might not be so simple...
10...Ke7 tries to kick the knight out of
d6, but runs into problems after the
concrete 11.g3 Qh3 12.Be2!? with
the idea of playing Bg5 followed by
Bg4, trapping the queen! Optically,
this looks unappealing for Black,

and at first the engine gives White
a clear advantage. I decided to look
deeper, however, and it turns out
that things are not so clear... (12.
Bg5 right away, might be better,
with the point that 12...Kxd6 13.e5+
Ke7 14.Rel gives White a dangerous
attack against the Black king,
though breaking down Black's pawn
structure won't be easy. The engine
thinks this position is more-or-less
equal.) 12...Ne5! (12...h5 13.Bg5
looks annoying, as the bishop cannot
be kicked with ...h6, though White
can transpose to the mainline with
13...Ne5!) 13.Bg5 The engine gives
13...h5! as Black's only move not to
be worse, but it turns out to be quite
a good move! The idea is to maintain
control over the g4-square in case of
Kgl or Nd4, followed by f4, which
would kick the knight. There might
also be counterplay against the White
king in some lines with ...h4. All in
all, it looks like Black has to walk a
tightrope to survive, but if he finds
the right moves, he will have strong
counterplay. The line continues
14.Nd4 Neg4 15.Nf3 Nxh2! A bolt
from the blue! White must be careful
here. 16.Bh4! (16.Nxh2? Qxg3+!-+)
16...Nxf3+ 17.Bxf3 g5 18.Bg2 (18.
Bxg5? Qxg3+-+) 18...0g4 19.Bf3=
is a forced draw that White has
to take, according to the engine.
Maybe Black's kingside counterplay
is sufficient after all! (19.Qxg4? Nxg4
20.Nxc8+ Raxc8 21.Bxg5+ f6—+ and
the c2—-pawn drops, with a technically
winning endgame for Black.)

10...0-0 Now, apart from the
misplaced queen on h4, Black is more
or less okay.

11.e5?! This is mistimed.

11.Ncd2 heading to f3, was probably
best.

11...Nd5?! 11...b5! looks to refute
White's previous move, though some
calculation is required. 12.Nd6 Nxe5%
is perhaps White's best try, but I don't
think he has enough for a pawn here.
Black went on to gain the upper hand
soon anyway, and after mutual errors,
the game was eventually drawn.

Vo=t

I hope you found these opening anal-
yses to be interesting and instructive!
See you next month!
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