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Divine Chess Gurukul held the
Japan Chess Championship
Qualifying Tournament, in
Seishincho, Edogawa ku.

We are a new born club in Tokyo,
but within 6 months of our incep-
tion, we have generated GIIS
Open Chess winners and play-
ers who have qualified for the
National Championship. This
club is seeded in Divine Gurukul

Tournament Report

and innovative educational phi-
losophy in which we discover the
joy of learning.

We had players from 5 years old
to 2150+ rated players !

Ambient was relaxed and friendly
and default language was En-
glish, unlike other tournaments
in Japan. Some even commented
that it feels so different, as if it’s a

foreign tournament! (Praveen
Bhatia)
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CHESS IN JAPAN

Aichi Championship
2022

Tournament Report
By Scott, Tyler

Tyler is a Canadian English teacher who currently resides in
Nagoya. Born in 1989, he learned the rules of chess from his father
at a young age, later developing a passion for the game right
before his 18th birthday. His interests outside of chess include

fitness and linguistics.

The Aichi Championship, which is
held in Nagoya every February or
March, has been my best
tournament in Japan over the
years. With a total of four first-
place finishes, and two second-
place finishes, I feel justified in
calling myself the ‘Aichi Champion.
Whether or not I will be able to
retain the title next year, however,
is unclear, as several up-and-
coming players are making this
tournament more difficult every
year. Both this year and last year I
had several narrow escapes,
making blunders that could have
cost me first place, but somehow
not being punished for them...
Here’s to more good luck next year!

’

A brief history of the Nagoya
Chess Club

The Nagoya Chess Club has existed
for far longer than I would have
guessed. Its predecessor, the
Chunichi Chess Federation, began
in 1968, and was later replaced by
the current Nagoya Chess Club in
1979. The first president of the
Nagoya Chess Club was the late
Matsura Koji, who may be
remembered by some of Japan’s
senior chess players.

I first visited the Nagoya Chess
Club on a sunny winter morning
more than five years ago, in 2017. I

was a student at the time,
studying Japanese at the Nagoya
University of Foreign Studies. After
several years of barely playing
chess at all, my interest in our
beloved game was quickly
rekindled, and I have played in
nearly every Nagoya tournament
since the 2017 Aichi Championship!

Nagoya tournaments are among the
best in Japan. There are always
good prizes, and the tournament
director, Horie-san, works hard to
make sure that the tournaments are
well organized and fair. Without
him, there would probably not be a
Nagoya Chess Club, so we owe him
our gratitude for his dedication to
keeping the Nagoya Chess Club and
Nagoya tournaments running every
year.

Some highlights and lowlights
from the 2022 Aichi
Championship

Here are some interesting highs
and lows from the 2022 Aichi
Championship. As a training
exercise, try to find the best move
in each diagram before scrolling
down.

Okabe,Y - Scott, T
Aichi Championship Nagoya (1)
Sicilian Defence, Azeri Variation [B30]

A

Tyler Scott (2nd place) and Satoshi Hirao (1st place)
at the 2017 Aichi Championship

E E &
F 3
A 1

F 3

F 3

& p=¢

& AWAY A
)= =

29...Qf6?? Up on material, low on
time, and thinking my opponent
would not trade queens, I somehow
forgot about how dangerous a rook
on the 7th rank could be, even
without queens on the board.

il
& [E

29...Rb8-+ is obvious and good.

30.Qxf6+! Rxf6 31.Rb7 Only now,
with little time on the clock, did I
realize how much trouble I was in.
The white rooks coordinate very
nicely on the h7 square!

31...Re6?! This is probably not best,
but Black does not have a way out
of trouble here. At the most, he can
hope to simplify into an equal rook
ending.

31...Rf7 32.Bxg6 Rg7 33.Bxh7
Rxh7 34.Rxh7+ Kxh7 35.Rxe7+
Kgb is equal, according to the
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Black has played well to secure a
large advantage here, but can he
get away with 38...Rxf2?

38...Rxf2! 39.Be3 What should Black
e | do now? There is only one good
. move.

Me in the first round, realizing how badly I had messed up a good position against Okabe-san
39...d27 This move throws away

Black's advantage.

engine. However, with such an 37.Rf8+ Kg5 38.f3?? short on time,
imbal truct it coul t bout it th .. .
imba anced.s ruc gre, it could go my opponen goes‘ about i : e 39..Rc2! exploiting the pinned
wrong for either side.; 31...Re8 wrong way, allowing my king to . . . .

, . bishop on €3, is a nice tactic that
doesn't help, and is similar to the escape.

wins the game for Black. The d-
pawn will queen after 40.Bxb6
(40.Rd1 Bd4 41.Rxd3 Bxe3+
42.Qxe3 g3! again exploits the
weak back rank. 43.Kf1 Rf8+

44 Nf3 Rcl+ 45.Ke2 Qc6+ with a
large material advantage and a
winning attack for Black.)
40...Rxc1+ 41.Kh2 d2 42.Qxg4
Re8! stopping Qe6+ 43.Qd7 Re5
44.Qd8+ Bf8 45.0Qf6 Rxg5 46.0Qxg5
d1Q when White does not have a
perpetual. For instance 47.Qxg6+
Bg7 48.Qe6+ Kf8 49.Bc5+ Rxc5
50.Qd6+ Kf7 51.Qxc5F

game continuation after 32.Bc6+

After 38.h4+ Kg4 39.Kh2! Black is
32.Bd5 Nxd5 33.Rbxh7+ Kg8 34.Rh8+ helpless against the threat of {3
Kg7 35.R3h7+ Kf6 36.Rxd8% mate.

38...Rf6 39.h4+ Kf5 40.g4+ Keb
41.Rxf6+ Kxf6 42.h5 gxh5 0-1
Here my opponent lost on time.
Anything could happen in this
endgame, but with the Black king
close to White's h-pawn, and the
c4-pawn only three squares away
from queening, I would say that
Black's chances are at least slightly
better. I felt a bit bad for my
opponent, as he missed a chance to
Black certainly has some win the game and lost on time

compensation for the exchange, shortly afterwards. Such is the

especially with the central pawn nature of our unforgiving game!
mass, but it seems easier to play for

White. After my next move, [

40.Rd1 Rf3? After this, White is
winning.

The weird looking 40...Rf1+! saves
Black, according to the engine. For
instance 41.Kxf1 (41.Rxf1 Bd4!

al'lowed White to cons:truct a sElzu.kl, M- I\{Iakmc.), M 42.Bxd4 Qxd4+ 43 Kh2 Re87 is
mating net around my king. What  Aichi Championship Nagoya (1), better for Black. apparently. The
should Black play here? Ruy Lopez, Chigorin Defence [C97] » 4P Y-

pawn on d2 is more dangerous
than White's potential attack on the

?? i
36...Nxc3?? 36...e4 making a square black king.) 41...Rf8+ 42.Ke2 Re8

on e5 for the king, was necessary.
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43.Qf4 Qf6! 44.Qxf6 Bxf6 when the
knight on g5 is trapped and will be
lost!

41.Qxf3 gxf3 42.Bxb6t 1-0

Matsumoto,K — Ohara,A
Aichi Championship Nagoya (2),
Slav Defence [D11]

X WY oo X
44
F 3 F 3
4 1
L
&3
AV A AL iy -E
B 2 B &

Should Black, a piece down, force a
repetition here, or is there
something better?

In the game, Black saw nothing
better than 17...Be5+ 18.Kg1 Bh2+
19.Kh1 Be5+ 20.Kg1 drawing the
game.

However, 17...Bd6+ 18.Kg1 Rh4!
would have won the queen, giving
Black a material advantage and
good attacking chances. If White
tries to save the queen with 19.Qf3
he loses to the spectacular
19...Bh2+ 20.Kh1 Bg3+! cutting
off the queen's access to the h3
square, which results in mate after
21.Kg1 Rh1+ 22.Kxh1l Qh4+ *%-%

Makino,M - Okabe,Y
Aichi Championship Nagoya (4),
Ruy Lopez, Chigorin Defence [C99]

pu¢ WE &

Black to move. How should he
continue?

21...Ncxe4?! This is tempting, but
perhaps a bit risky.

21...g6 22.Rcl b4!¥ stopping White
from playing b4, looks nice for
Black. He has space and play on the
queenside, while it is not clear
what the white knights are doing
on the kingside.

22.Nxe4?! This natural response is
not best.

22.Rcl! is a strong move, which is
easy to overlook. 22...Qb8 23.Nxe4
Nxe4 24.Bxe4 Rxcl (Keeping the
rooks on favors White after

24...Bxh4 25.Qh5 f5 26.Bxf5 Bxf5
27.Qxf5+) 25.Bxc1 Bxh4 26.Qh5 5
27 .Bxf5 Bxf5 28.0Qxf5 was
probably the best continuation for
both sides. The engine has a very
slight preference for White, but I
would say it is roughly equal.

22...Qxc2 23.Nxd6 Qxd1 24.Raxd1
Rc2 The position is complex, but if
Black can stabilize, his bishop pair
should confer a slight advantage
long term.

25.Nf3 Be7 25...Bc7! 26.Nb7 e4*
was probably Black's best way to
continue.

26.Nb7 Nxd5? Black miscalculated
here. This move just loses material.
27.Rxd5 Bc6 28.Rxe5 Bf6 29.Rc5!
Unfortunately for Black, he has no
time to take the knight on b7, due
to the hanging rook on c2!

29...Rxc5 30.Nxc5 Bxb2 31.Nd4 Be8
32.Nxb5 Bxb5 33.Rb1 Bxa3 34.Rxb5+-
and White went on to win. 1-0
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The tournament winners, from left to right: Suzuki (2nd), Scott (1st), Tsogt-Ochir (3rd)

Scott,T — Suzuki,M [C43]

Aichi Championship Nagoya (4),
13.02.2022

Petrov Defence

E WES&
F Y 4 1
a4 & aY
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& £ 163
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How should White continue the
attack?

18.Qf4?! 18.fxe6! is the move I
wanted to play, and it is by far the
strongest continuation, but I did
not have the confidence in my
calculation at the time. Let's take a
look. 18...Bxh6 (18...f6 is the
engine's choice, and might be the
best try, but White is still winning
after 19.Qh3 Qxd4+ (19...fxe5?
20.Rf7! Bg7 21.Bh6 Qxd4+
22.Kh1=+) 20.Kh1 Qxe5 21.Bf4 Qh5
22.Qxh5 gxh5 23.Bxb8 Rxb8

24 Rxf6+) 19.exf7+ Kg7
(19...Kh8? 20.fxe8Q+ Qxe8
21.Bxh6= is obviously winning for
White, and did not worry me
during the game.) 20.fxe8N+!
Qxe8 21.Rf7+ Qxf7 (21...Kg8
22.Bxh6=+ is dreadful for Black,
who will have to give up the queen
to survive the attack.) I calculated
to around here, and was not sure
who was better because I was not
seeing the variations clearly in my
head. I needed to see a bit deeper
to realize that after 22.Bxh6+ Kxh6
23.Nxf7+ =+ White is simply up a
piece.

The game continued, with several
inaccuracies on both sides.

18...gxf5 19.Qg3+ Kh8 20.Bxf5 Bg7
21.Bb2?! Qd5 22.Bxe6 fxe6 23.Rf7?
23.Nf7+!1+

23...Bxe5 24.dxe5 Rg8 25.Qf27?
25.Qf3 Qxf3 26.Rxf3=

WA A
p=¢ &

How can Black strike back here?

[ was very relieved, when after a
couple minutes of thinking, my
opponent decided to play 25...Rg6?

I was very worried about
25...Rxg2+! 26.Qxg2 Rg8
27.Q0xg8+ Kxg8 28.Rbfl which
should be at least fine for Black, as
the white king is exposed.

26.93 h5? 27.Rf1 Rbg8 28.Rf8%
White is still better here, but my
opponent, under pressure, made it
easy for me by making a game
losing blunder.

28...Rxf8?? 29.Qxf8+ Kh7 30.Rf7+
Rg7 31.Qxg7# 1-0

Overall, another great tournament
at the Nagoya Chess Club! I hope
that after reading this article, you
are inspired to come and play in
some Nagoya tournaments!

See you there!

If you find yourself in Aichi
Prefecture, stop by the Nagoya
Chess Club for a game or two. More
information about the club and its
tournaments can be found at http:/
/www?7b.biglobe.ne.jp/
~nagoyachessclub/index.html



http://www7b.biglobe.ne.jp/~nagoyachessclub/index.html

NCS(HEXF T RXEE) ChFEFTODHH

ADLEIZHIFE RELSVNSBLRDREZVEDTDIVT L NI TIvIZRBRLABDSHRLTEZLESD
B DD DTNCS, EABNCSZSE T —RL TS E—N—FAEFIAICL. CNETOHHESEDER

FICOWTEEBEWVWTHT,

2019#28 n=.

20194375 NCSKB>THDTOARERF T 2EF

M % BEfEE, twitter 7 H7 > REEER,

2020%28 90th FIDE Congress in Abu Dhabi £,
2020548 WoAYSIUARR

OO+ 71 )L AEERA
IED =8, OTBAEND
BfETEARVIRTIC. ..

v

3857 J 1410 |

g

NIBFDOFEFSFR
INCSHAYSAY h—F AU b ST 1B,
2020558 NcsaztYouTube F v > 3L TORMZEILA,

202158 8 NCSF OPENREC F v > = JLBIER,

20215118 oManishGiiroA> 51 > EESE.

IBERE P (ICEEE S AN
2022%18 sasci-snmasE,

GM Anish Giri & D

#>51 YRR *

X4

NCSIEFHE.3F=&ET...

E—/N\— FHEZ%EF Founder & Executive Adviser

NCSERIIH 5 BEIC 3. F DS
FICZMM<KIRDIRD EAH
ICRVWERFDBE /K SICREALE T,

ToNDBEEICHR->TLEST:
MDEDEZRZETVRAES
L7coh R EREEFIHELD -
CeHLDESICHD FLTF
I ABEHCBEODHBZ L —V—
DEICENMTESHETP>TE
FLIENBEZRDSTHTF
ADEBS LTICKEFTZ5F5
IEEHD EE Ao

HEAOF T ARIFEHARFET
RS ERBIT/NE L FEENE
WHATITANETVWEBRSHZ
DHFADHRIFEMNELF IR %E
BIBIANLCBENSEFELTVE
TNCSH R 2 ERNICEDIRD
feha . cwWs>KREICOIOF A
IWZAHNEN SETEBEECR-T

WIEEENEBL»RCARDEL
TR FABFRTHREDERRICE
ZAONNCSIFESTHRZ N TE
zELiEs
HARDHE—DF = XAFFEE LT
FTRIL—V—ICTEB LI
ABRONMNEZEHEDLS B TE
SNERIZ RD B DD EEABZ D
HEARVWVEEEPDDDIZETE
TWLWET,
1BICHIDEEZEXNRE LTE
EEITWFICERESALES
CLTMHODELIHAMDFIEDT
ROHTET Iz SEIRIRD
hrim-TTHICEEDL-HD
L7fE@icLTuw-o T3k
EELAICLTWVWETD,
JOFHAERET Za0ldEAICW
2EICHADI S TICHASE. &
A THEE> TVWSARICEES

ad®
20WTBZFELTVWELT,
KRBHSENAKRTTEAD
feleldeTHBRENT T L
HICINCSZRSFDF|Io5E > TV
T<NTWBILERBLTACHFHL
WHEOEHIAE THIADAE AL
EDENDZBHTULLTIELL
BREBLTVWET,
BLITEEDARVEONZVE
FCETTHLIAASETER
TE KT EBDERRICIE
IDHVS R L TOWE T IBEIIMED
T=HDD. ZNH5HNCSDEDIF
FELTHEFcLIETWVWERESE
FT.NDHHT o EITAL—
BICARADF T AR EFOTCVE
TEWEB o> TWE T CNETHAE
KERCLTEBLTWREEHD
HeSTEVWELEES7EIND
55 LB LLBEBOLET,



RIT1VR L BE
01 1.Ne6

02 1.Nf8+

03 1.Nxg5+

04 1.Nf5

05 1.Ne7+

06 1.Ng6

07 1.NeT7+

08 1.Nh6+

09 1.Nf6+

10 1.Nfe+

11 1.Nc6+

HERIE 1.Rxe6! fxe6 2.Nd7+
HEElE 28 R—Y

RS
AFEF
HEAE
_F®
BIREE
LLIPRSEND
DACIZEST
FRET
FEHH
BifgE
|LIEHBASA
EADLILSUN
(EENE),

1T
BEFx XER
(—h&4tEiZA National Chess Society of Japan)

FICHEHETNICEER, 15X b iLH. HEOREHFICOWT, EITEH
BIUEMERZRLELE T, EFERLENZNDOI ) I -2—ICHD ET,

CER - TRAELCF japanchess.editor@gmail.com £ THEFE LT L,



mailto:japanchess.editor%40gmail.com?subject=

