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‘Kroegloper’
Bar-crawling

Tournament in Del

By Kinoshita, Kanako

Kanako is from Japan and has been living in the
Netherlands for 11 years. She works mainly as a

freelance translator but also teaches chess to

children. She learned how to play chess on her

21st birthday in 2010, which was one of the

best birthday presents ever and has changed her

life completely...

Hi, 'm Kanako Kinoshita from the
NCS Editorial team. During the first
weekend of June, some of you were
participating in the Japan Rapid
Chess Championship in Japan,
having an exciting weekend for
sure, as well as many chess fans all
over Japan had a great time
watching the event on streaming.

As for me, I was in Delft, the
Netherlands, participating in a
unique rapid chess tournament.
The event is called "Kroegloper," -
bar crawling in English - and to put
it simply, it is a tournament where
pairs of players play seven rounds
of rapid games while touring
around cafes in the town. The Delft
Kroegloper has probably the
longest history in the Netherlands,
and since it was first held in 2004,
it has become an annual event on
Pinksterzondag (Pentecostal
Sunday). Thanks to the popularity
of the open, casual, and, as the
Dutch love to say, ‘gezellig’
(roughly, "cosy and fun")
atmosphere, several Kroegloper
competitions have been held in
other cities in the last decade as
well. Nine years ago, I participated
in a Kroegloper in Leiden (famous

for the Siebold Museum and the
University of Leiden).

This was the first time in three
years that this tournament was held
in Delft due to the situation with
COVID, and many chess fans were
looking forward to playing chess
under the most pleasant Dutch
weather after the long winter, with
clear blue skies and beautiful sites
to stroll around. Unfortunately, the
weather was not really great, but
188 players in 94 pairs took part in
the event to enjoy the historic city
of Delft and play chess.

Delft is known as the home of the
painter Johannes Vermeer, Delft
Blue, and the Delft University of
Technology, but its most attractive
feature is the beauty of the city
with old cobblestone streets and
architecture, canals running
alongside the sidewalks. A typical
Dutch townscape.

Let me introduce the rules and
format of the tournament. Entries
are made in pairs, and standings
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are determined based on the total
rating of the two players (or
approximate strength if one has no
rating). The time control is 20
minutes per player, the players of
each pair (board 1 and board 2)
play against each other based on
Swiss format, and the board points
are used as the result. The venues
are fourteen cafes throughout the
city. As soon as the pairings are
announced, the players are
assigned a cafe to play at, and they
go to the designated place by
themselves.

You may be wondering; With
fourteen venues scattered
throughout the city, how much
work does it take to enter the
results of the matches, figure out
the pairings and next venues, and
tell the participants where to go?
Well, when I participated in the
Kroegloper in Leiden, there was
one staff member stationed at each
venue, who input the results into
the system and informed the
participants of the next pairings

Photo: Harry Gielen

and venues.

However, at this time, the number
of staff was enough to be counted
on one hand (as far as I could see)
and apart from the players, no one
was present at any venue. There
was almost no time to wait for the
next round, and the proceedings
were stress-free, with players
allowed to start as soon as each
other's players were ready. How?
Appartently, in this decade,
someone decided to create this
software "StickChess" designed
specifically for Kroegloper!

Pairings and destinations are
displayed, players check them
themselves, move to each venue,
and enter the results after each
match. Just as simple is that!
Everything was done with a few
taps on the screen, and even eldery
participants who had little
knowledge of these high-tech
programs seemed to have no
problem handling it. Not only is it
easy to use, it even includes a
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search function for participants’
names and a map to the next cafe
so that you can quickly find your
pairing and destination. It also has
a function to set the maximum
distance to the next venue when
setting up the tournament. Thanks
to that, our travel was always
within a 10-minute walk.

What is most surprising is that this
software is open source and free of
charge. On the website, they say
“please consider buying us a beer
by donating.” How Dutch!

I said it was Swiss format, but until
the first four rounds, the next
pairings were available before all
the games were finished. It seems
that the games that last longer have
a provisional result based on a
certain expected value, and the
next pairing is set based on that
value. Of course the last three
rounds had a significant impact on
the results, so pairings were out
after all the results were entered.
There was some waiting time
between these rounds as a result,
but by that time, we’ve all become
a little tipsy and appreciated having

Photo: Harry Gielen

time to talk
with our
opponents.

We played
most of the
games with old
analog clocks,
and oh what
the tension!
Both flags
tilted as high
as they would
go but not
knowing how
many seconds
were left on
each other's
clock... It was unbearable. My
partner had not played OTB in
several years, but he was able to
notch some points off against
strong opponents and finished
5/7P! 1, on the other hand, had a
disappointing start, losing three
games in a row, but I managed to
get 3 points in the second half
(probably because I started
drinking beer instead of coffee after
the second round). We finished in
34th place with 8BP in total. The
winners of the tournament were IM
Stefan Kuipers and IM Jan-Willem
de Jong (12 BP).

All in all, it was a great event, and
as a chess player, I could not wish
for a better way to spend one
Sunday afternoon.

You can see more of atmospheric
pictures from here, taken by a
photographer Harry Gielen.
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01 1.Bd6+

02 1.Rd7+

03 1.Re8+

04 1.Qg4+

05 1.Bxf7+

06 1...Rd3+

07 1...Qd1+

08 1...Bc5+

09 1...Qh5+

10 1...Kf2

FEBRIEL 1.Nxc6 bxc6 2.Bxc6+
HERITE2  1.Rxe6 Rxe6 2.Bxf5+
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(—h&4tEiZA National Chess Society of Japan)
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