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CHESS IN JAPAN

Nagoya Open 2022
Tournament Report

By Tyler Scott

Tyler is a Canadian
English teacher who
currently resides in
Nagoya. Born in 1989,
he learned the rules of
chess from his father at a
young age, later

< developing a passion for

NS the game right before his

18th birthday. His interests outside of chess
include fitness and linguistics.

On November 13th, 26 players
from various parts of Japan
gathered in Nagoya for the annual
Nagoya Open tournament,
including Japan’s two highest rated
players: CM Tran Thanh Tu-san
and IM Kojima Shinya-san.
Although in covid times this
tournament has been reduced to
just four games, it used to be seven
games and span an entire weekend,
making it the largest and most
important tournament in Nagoya.
The winners are as follows:

1st place: Tran Thanh Tu (3.5 pts)
2nd place: Kojima Shinya (3.5 pts)
3rd place: Akai Kiyotaka (3 pts)
Class A prize: Akai Kiyotaka (3 pts)
Class B prize: Reza Diba (2 pts)

In this article, I briefly analyze
some interesting positions that
occurred in several games before
analyzing the high-level encounter
between Kojima-san and Tu-san.

A missed opportunity

Sometimes when playing a much
stronger player, we stumble upon a
chance to get a serious advantage,
but alas, do not find the best
continuation, thereby allowing our
adversary to get away with dodgy
play. Such a situation characterized
the following encounter:

Takahashi, H - Tran, T
Nagoya Open 2022 Nagoya (2)
English Opening [A10]

1.c4 Nc6 2.g3 d5!? This actually
might not be as bad as it looks.

3.cxd5 Qxd5 4.Nf3 Qh5 5.d4 Bh3?
Allowing White to advance the d-
pawn with tempo here spells
trouble.

6.d5! 0-0-0?

24
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White missed a chance to get a
sizeable advantage here. Can you
see it?

7.Nc3? The best continuation was
7.Bxh3+ Qxh3 8.Qb3! Nb8
(8...Na5? is too dangerous because
of 9.Qb5! b6 10.Nc3 e6 11.Qab6+
Kd7 (11...Kb8? 12.Nb5+-)
12.Bf4+— with what looks like a
winning initiative for White.) 9.Nc3
e6 10.Bf4+ White has a nice lead in
development, and Black's knight
looks goofy on b8.

7...e6 8.Bxh3 8.Qb3 is too late now,
as Black can simply take the d5-
pawn.

8...Qxh3 9.Ng5 Qg2 10.Rf1 Nh6 11.e4?

White goes on to lose quickly from
here, due to his king's position.

11...exd5 12.exd5 Bb4 13.f3 Rhe8+
14.Nge4 f5 15.Bxh6 fxe4 16.f4 Qxb2
17.Bxg7 Bxc3+ 18.Bxc3 Qxc3+
19.Kf2 e3+ 20.Ke2 Nd4+

0-1

Failing to find the win

Sometimes we sense that a position
is objectively winning for us, but
cannot find the way forward. This
happened to me in the following
game:

Scott, T - Makino, M
Nagoya Open 2022 (4)
Vienna Game [C27]
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White to play and win

I eventually ceded a draw to my
opponent, after pressing the entire
game, as I was low on time and did
not want to risk losing another
game. However, White has a
winning shot here. Can you find it?
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30.Qg3 30.Bxh6! Is the winning
move. I wanted to make this move
work, but I didn't see my chance to
do so here! 30...gxh6 31.Qg4! The
key move, threatening Rxh6+,
followed by mate. 31...Rg8 32.Qf5!
The threatened discovery forces
Black to lose an entire rook!
32...Rxg6 (32...Rcd8 33.Rxf6+ Kg7
34.Rf7++-) 33.hxg6+ Kg7
34.Qxc8+-

30...Qf7 31.Qh4 31.Bxh6! also works
here, and is simpler: 31...gxh6
32.Qe3+-

31...Qe7 32.b3 32.Bxh6! Once again,
works. This motif is important to
remember!

32..Bb5 33.Be3 Be8 34.Rg3 Qf7
35.Qg4 Bd7 36.Qh4 Be8 37.Rg6 Qe7
38.Rg3 Qf7 39.Qg4 Bd7 40.Qh4

Yo="V2

The big showdown

Now for the game you’ve been
waiting to see! Kojima-san and Tu-
san have played each other in many
tournaments this year, and it is
always exciting. Let’s see how it
went!

Kojima, S - Tran, T
Nagoya Open 2022 (4)
Nimzowitsch Defence [B0O]

1.e4 Nc6 2.d4 d6!? Although this
line is playable, I can't help but feel
that playing it against an IM is
rather cheeky!

3.d5 Nb8 4.c4 g6 5.h3 Bg7 6.Nf3 e5
7.Nc3 Ne7!? Black has an interesting
version of the KID, some tempi
down, but with the knight on e7
instead of 6, from where it can

support the ...f5 break. Perhaps the
position of this knight is what
provokes White's next move.

8.g4!? 8.Bd3 is probably how I
would continue with White, but
maybe Kojima-san didn't want to
allow 8...f5 However, I think this
move is premature, as White could
continue with 9.exf5 gxf5 (9...Nxf5
10.0-0 0-0 11.Bg5+ the e4—square
is an ongoing problem for Black in
this structure.) 10.Bc2!? when
Black struggles to advance his
central pawns, as doing so would
create weaknesses on e4 or d4.

8...a5 9.Be2 Na6 10.Bg5 Nc5 11.Nd2
The position sort of resembles a
Makagonov King's Indian, but with
the bishop oddly placed on g5 and
the knight oddly placed on e7.

11...h6 12.Be3 g5 Black has a clear
plan of maneuvering his knight to
f4 now, while White may be able to
exploit the weakened f5 and h5
squares.

13.Nf1 Ng6 14.Ng3 Nf4 15.Qd2 Bd7

Kojima Shinya and Tran Thanh Tu

16.0-0-0 Bf6?! 16...a4 looks more
logical to me.

17.Kb1 Qb8?!
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Black's last couple of moves seem a
bit strange, and now I think White
could have exchanged minor pieces
favorably. How would you continue
here?
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18.Nb5 18.Bxc5! dxc5 19.Nh5
trading off Black's strong knights,
and leaving him with the poor
bishops. 19...Nxh5 20.gxh5 Be7
preventing d6 from White 21.Bg4=+
After exchanging the bishops,
White's knight will dominate Black's
dark square bishop.
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18...b6 19.Bf1 a4 20.f3 Qc8 21.Rh2
Kf8 22.Qc2 h5 23.Rdd2?! White,
perhaps low on time, seems to be
playing too slowly and carefully.

He could have won a pawn with
23.Bxf4 exf4 24.Nxh5 Be5 25.Na3!
After this careful move, it is hard to
see how Black will develop his
queenside play, but the bishop on
e5 gives him a degree of
compensation for the pawn deficit.
(25.h4!? is tempting, but might be
a mistake, as the knights becomes
unstable. For instance 25...a3
26.Nxa3 (26.b3 Bxg4! 27.fxg4
Qxg4 looks at least fine for Black.)
26...Ba4! (26...Bxg4!? also looks
interesting) 27.b3? (27.Qe2 is best,
but Black is at least a bit better
after 27...Bxd1 28.0xd1%)
27...Bxb3! 28.axb3 Rxa3—+ when
suddenly White loses the queen or
gets mated, for instance 29.Kc1

Nxb3+
23...h4 24.Ne2 24.Nf5!?

24...Ra5 25.Nec3 Kg7 26.Bxc5 bxcb
27.Nxa4 White managed to grab a
pawn, but in return, Black gets
serious pressure against the white
king's position. From here it seems
tough for either side to make
progress.

27...Qb7 28.Nac3 Be7 29.Rd1 Rha8
30.Rhd2 R8a6 31.b3 Qb8 32.a4 Rb6
33.Qc1 Bf8 34.Qc2 Rb7 35.Qc1 Be7
36.Qc2 Rb6 37.Qc1 Rb7 38.Qc2 Rb6

It isn't easy for either side to break
through anywhere on the board, so

a draw is the logical result.

Yo'tz

The tournament winners

Overall, this was another great
tournament here in Nagoya,
although I, for one, would like to
see it return to a 2-day event, with
a total of six or seven games.
Maybe next year...?
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