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The Japan Chess Championship
this year was placed in Golden
Week, and we were celebrating
the new king — Nanjo Ryosuke.
Full credit to his consistent play
and good health management.
Both he and I finished with 8.0/9,
but he edged me on the tie-break
with the close gap of 0.5 point
which was interestingly and

dramatically decided by the very

last game of the tournament.

Buchholz tie-break is like a lottery.
In a good day, you win, in a bad
day, you lose. I was both on the
happy side and bitter side of this
kind of tie-break many times
before, so I knew that one
shouldn’t rely on his tie-break
advantage, and it is always too
soon to celebrate before the last
game finishes. That's why the
thing I regret is not the tie-break
(which is out of hand), but the
only game I lost. I would like to
share some insights about that
game, and hopefully we will get

some ideas out of it.

1.d4 €6 2.c4 c5

In the recent years, I was playing
The Tango Knights (Nf6, Nc6) a
lot and perhaps people are getting
bored of it. Linked to the opening
I was choosing, somehow most of
my games was about maneuvering
the knights in a closed or semi-
closed position. As a result, my
knights seem to be very
dangerous. But in order to become
stronger in chess, one should not
label himself to a specific tag, such
as tactician, positional player,
strong endgame player, strong
1.d4 or 1.e4 player, wild attacking
player, or even player who uses a
particular piece effectively. By
doing that, he will limit himself
other

and cannot discover

potentials. Long story short, for

this game, I decided to spice things
up a little bit, so I chose the Benoni

Defense (or Benoni Attack?).

3.d5 exd5 4.cxd5 d6
BenonildEN T, #MIH TR
HLNFEA

5.Nc3 g6 6.g3 Bg7 7.Bg2 Nf6
8.Nf3 0-0 9.0-0 Re8
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This is a typical position in
Fianchetto Variation. Black brings
the rook to the semi-open file and
controls e4 square. Nf6-e4 is
already in the menu, which will
open the al-h8 diagonal for
Black's fianchetto bishop. b8-
knight will go to e5 or b6 via d7 in
order to challenge White knight if
he arrives c4. White's plan is to
build up the position slowly and
take the advantage of space. His
plan includes Rel, h3, Nf3-d2—c4,
Bf4, a4, e4.

10.Bf4
3RTIENd2E5|I<FEZHAL £
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10...a6



I already decided to play h6-g5 to
expand the kingside, but to
include a6 a4 or not was
something to consider. In this
particular position, it seems better
not to include a6.

10..h6 11.Qcl g5 12.Be3 Nbd7

13.h4 Ng4 14.Bd2 f6 15.a4

Here Black is more flexible than in
the game and more importantly
can avoid White's idea of fixing the
queenside with a5. Black can play
b6 here, or Nde5 and exchange
one pair of knights. The position is

dynamically equal.]

11.a4 h6 12.Qc1 g5 13.Be3

13.Bd2 Bf5 14.h4 g4 15.Nel Kh7
16.Nc2 Bg6 17.Ne3 Nbd7 18.h5
Nxh5 19.Nxg4 5 20.Nh2
(20.Nxh6 f4 21.g4 Bxh6 22.gxh5
Black's

response here

is very

inhuman. 22...Rg8!

(not this natural move 22...Bxh5?
23.Bxf4 Bxf4 24.Qxf4+- White
had enough time to bring their
force to the kingside and in the
meanwhile Black king is very
exposed.) 23.Bxf4 (23.hxg6+
Rxg6 24.Bxf4 Qh4 25.Bg3
(25.Bxh6 Rag8-+ and the open
files decide the game) 25...Rxg3
26.fxg3 Qd4+ 27.Kh2 Bxcl
28.Raxcl) ) 20...c4 21.Nf3 Nc5
such a hot pot on the board, both
have sweet and

sides sour

ingredients but it is nearly equal.

13...Nbd7 14.h4 Ng4 15.Bd2 f6
HiZgsDR—>% AL BidR—
VEEHTFD 9, Ridgiok
3w IHELNICCL. BYRD
FFEOBHTIH. ghzEH 5N
3. HOE—XBHLHEDHICEWR
BCAH>THESYT. NTVIH
BNTWEY,

16.a5

A very nice move and typical idea

in this kind of position. Black can
play b5 but he will end up having
a weak pawn on a6 after trading
pawns en passant. But Black

should play it anyway.

i 4 E-]
i A 4 i
A AA i
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A RAA/RL
2 W pagis=
16...Nf8

16...b5 17.axb6 Nxb6 18.Nd1
avoid Nc4 18...Qe7 (18...Rxe2
19.Ba5 Bf5 20.Ra3 Rb8 21.Rb3
with enough compensation thanks
to the uncomfortable pin.) 19.e4
Qf7 20.Rel Bd7 and Black would

have enough space to breathe.

17.Qc2
17.Na4 the outpost on b6 is very
juicy for the knight and White is




dominating the queenside.
17...Rxe2 18.b4 cxb4 19.Nb6 Rb8
20.Rb1 Bf5 21.Rxb4+- e2-pawn
is irrelevant so one pawn up
doesn't help Black in this position.
Black is too passive here and very

hard to make a plan.

17...Bd7
Again, Black should have played
b5 here at all costs. White also

missed Na4 the next move.

= W X 4) ¢
A 2 -
4 4 42 1
A A& F 3
A A
&) AV
AWRAAR
p=4 B
18.Rfe1

e2Zz AN—LTHh 5NadZzHo 7o
FTIH PPERFTY, HIC18.
NadHhER <. 18...Rxe2(¥19.Nb6
Rb8 20. Rael&gnide7 7L
ZI—UTHIETETZDTHLS H
DFEH A

18...b5 19.axb6 Qxb6 20.Na4
20.Nd1 The knight is better placed

here where he can defend b2 and

f2, and free the ¢3 square for the
bishop.

20...Qa7 21.e3 Rab8

b7 71 IILZHDONT, BRLLE
MRS aVICH>TEFL
Too BHREBWVETIFHRVWEE ST
WELED. TS5V l3dh
LA ZEREZX. BLWEICEST
WBDTT,

22.Nc3 Bc8 23.Bf1

Ef EAL
Wy -
F 3 4 2 1
F YA F 3
A A

ARANAVL

AWR A

p=4 BEad

FIRMablC Ly S v —% T
£9, EZavTdgICBETHAE
DRAMER B VR DT, B
Bh 27T

23...Ne5
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24 Nxe5 Rxe5 25.hxg5 fxg5
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Thanks to White's inaccurate plan,
Black now has a very good chance
to equalize and even launch some
counter attack. The most important
point is that Black has already
solved the problem in the kingside
and the bishop on g7 can now see
the blue sky again. White doesn't
have the knight on f3 so it suggests
that Black can attack White king in

some situation.

C CTRICZEIEEIFRLAEL
DO FLEATLI, HOHDHS
IRED FL7=H\ Nbl~Na3~Nc4
EWSIX—NUITHHBL5T
T f77 1D RHRE. BENE2T
YA RDESDTEESBRAARD
T, FHEHEFTRERVODE
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26.Nbl This kind of backward
move is usually difficult to find.
During the game, I was also
struggling to find a plan for White
here, so I was very confident about
my position. White's plan is to
reroute the knight to c4 via ¢3-b1-
d2-c4, where he can put pressure
on d6-pawn, b2-bishop will go to
c3 and challenge Black's g7-bishop.
26...Re8 27.Bc3 Bxc3 28.bxc3 Qf7
29.Nd2 Ngb6 30.Nc4 Qf6

26.Bc4
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This is the critical moment in the
game where I lost control and
made my position worse. I did not
expect Bc4, because this move
looks very harmless, and besides,
this only weakened the light
squares around White king. So I
decided to go all-in and started
shifting my queen to the king side.
There are so many interesting
plans here, which made me kind of

over-optimistic. Bh3-Qf3 or Bg4-

Bf3—Qh5 with the threat of Qg2#
and Qh1# respectively. Ng6-Rf5—
Ne5 where knight can jump to f3
while f2-pawn is under big
pressure. h5-h4 is also on the
menu. You name it. I knew that
ab—pawn is for sacrificing because
it is irrelevant to the kingside
attack. Problem is when a6-pawn
goes down, White will be suddenly
able to activate his pieces and get
into Black's camp. That's why
Black should wait for the right
time to sacrifice his pawn and

make other useful moves instead.

26...Qf7

26...Re8 another backward move,
frees the e5 square for the knight
and opens the diagonal. 27.Ra4
Qf7 28.Bxab Bd7 29.Ra2 Ngb6

27.Bxa6 Ng6

kept following the all-in spirit. But
White's counter attack in the
queenside turned out very
dangerous. 27...Bg4 28.Be2 Bxe2
29.Rxe2 g4

BRoTWerF oA bZzfESFTY
MBI —CDFEICADEB
ICBEDZESBDT. THEHHRL
BRIFvUARRERLF LT,

28.Bxc8 Rxc8 29.Nb5 Rd8
30.Bc3

30.Ra6 is much stronger, though
White has reasons to be cautious
here, for example 30...Rf8 31.Bc3
Qf3

Black simply ignores all the
hanging pieces and goes for White
king. Although here White can
neutralize that with Qe2 and gain
a big advantage. 32.Qe2 Qxe2
(32...Qxd5 33.Rd1 Qf7
34.Rdxd6+-)  33.Rxe2  Rxd5
34.Rxd6 Rxd6 35.Nxd6 Bxc3
36.bxc3 with winning endgame
for White.

30...Re7 31.Bxg7 Qxg7 32.Ra6
Ne5

Black's hope relives again.

33.Rea1 Qf6 34.Ra8

p=4 = &
X
A W 2
AY WiX. Y

5 A
AW &)
p=4 &

34....Rf7
I tried to maximize the winning

chance but I missed his 4 idea.

34...Rxa8 35.Rxa8+ Kg7 and the
position is still complex, White

cannot play f4 here because Black



king is safer than in the game so

knight can jump to g4, hitting the
e3—-pawn with help of e7-rook.
36.f4 Ng4.

35.Rxd8+ Qxd8 36.f4+-

65 A
A Y
p=4 &

I totally missed this move.
Honestly, with all of Black force
aiming to White king like this, who
dares to open the shield of his
king? But this move is very logical.
Black knight has to abandon the
very nice e5 square and doesn't
have a good square to go. In the
White

invade g6 and do a lot of damage.

meantime, queen can

36.Ra6 Qc8 37.Rxd6 Qh3 38.Rd8+
Kg7 this is what I was hoping for,
but even in this line White could
save the game with 39.Qc3 Qf5
40.f4 Rf6 41.Qxe5 Qbl+ 42.Kf2

Qc2+ 43.Kf3 Qd1+=

F4 FEBSFEHNEFAT. 36...
Ng4 37. QgbIFEBSZ T, FRRIC
EBLTWAERWE LA

36...gxf4 37.exf4 Rg7
Black has no way but gamble.

Scramble gamble.

FTARERETUL— O I1—
VTAA MEHWIEKELT B
BHNELWVWEETHISVoTFR
THEICHSATFZARLTL
B2ONTUSADBITLEBVE
ER

38.fxe5
R=>7v7HLTHE0EEZ)
—RLTWBBRELTIE. +1 bk
ZENRITNEEN LWVWERB ST
DT, FLEZTED XL

38...Rxg3+ 39.Kf2 Rg4

Wy &
F 3 F 3
AY Wiyi
=
AW &

Both sides were very low on time.
In a good day, this could easily
turn into a win for Black. But it
was not that day, because White
played very accurately until the

end.

EnEWVNIQh4+T. TNEAY
DA MINEFT, EMIZZIT
THQ+DIEWVWHHBZDTENE
ZRIFICKLK R DEDFL
Too 1090%EH o IR BRI Z L)
TIDZS5SHBBVTHELE LT

40.Kf3

* U ZRESEZDIMHNTY
M BO2ODBEWNVEHSDIFTD
—FLBDET

40...Qg57?
BL WK T, Rg3+&Qf4+d 2
DDALy bR BHZ7H. BICE
IFEHD FHA. TITH. KFED
IEAH B DT, BRICTUSADS
40.. RgS!\ziEfENE LT 1EA
POLEFICRZAETH. Qfs+h
5DOXA +FZH>TWLWET, 41.
Ra4 Qe8! 42. Rg4l(42. Nxd6
Qh5+)42... Qh5 43. Qg2 dxe5 44.
Nd6+- TEHBEZETIH. MDFIF
£THEITLGZDT. HE TR
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40...Rg5 I was choosing between
this move and Qg5. I thought Qg5
would secure a draw at least.
Because Black's threat was very
dangerous, White had nothing to
do but give perpetual check with
the rook on a7 and a8. I also knew
that after Rg5, I would lose if
White
defending move. And then I

successfully found the

stopped gambling and played the
more "solid" move Qg5, which
sadly led to a painful loss. In poker
terms, what if I had raised? Would
have he called or folded? Who

knows &

41.Ra4 +- this is the only move to
maintain the advantage (41.Nxd6
Qf8+ 42.Ke4 Rg4+ 43.Kd3 Qf3+-
+; 41.Ke3 Qf8 42.Qh2 Rxe5+
43.Kd2 Rxd5+ 44.Kc2 Qf5+
45.Kb3 ¢4+ 46.Ka2 Rxb5—+;
41.Qe4 Qf8+ 42.Ke2 Rxe5—+;
41.Qh2= this move surprisingly
leads to a draw 41...Qf8+ 42.Ke4
Rxe5+ 43.Qxe5 dxe5 44.d6 Qf4+
45.Kd5 this king is so strong in the
endgame, he just keeps marching
forward and support the d-passer.
45...Qf3+ 46.Kxc5 White is so
strong that Black needs to give
check to escape.)
41...dxe5 42.Qe4 Qf8+ 43.Ke2

and White king is safe now.

perpetual

41.Ra8+ Kg7 42.Ra7+ Kf8

AW

Only after playing this move, I
realized what would come. I saw
the excitement in the face of my
opponent, so I knew that he also
realized. He checked carefully and
then played the killer move. What
did he play? Can you find out?

C CC43.Ra8+Kg744.Ra7+& g
nFrO—TY, FxvozHIT
BT BREBELRHZDT. ARV
MEBoTWEL, LA LERE
ZHS5—ERTHD L. WF=H
RLFELT

43.Rf7+!
CDFNMILY B L FHish 1B
FEELELT

43...Kxf7 44.Qh7+
Once the queen invades, it is just

hopeless.

04 —=2DhTICAB DD EFR
T, FzyvIhHi<H TS, HE
LT FzvoITOA XM
ISR S TZEHgADIL— T ZEN
BDNKREIVTT,

44..Kf8
44... QgTIZ45. Qf5+TIL— 2 % ER
nxd,

45.Qh8+ Ke7
45... Qg8H46. Qfe+hiEr L < BB
5TY,

46.Qf6+ Qxf6+ 47.exf6+ Kxf6
48.Kxg4

A & &
AY Wi

&5
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Teo T2 R—2%WARS NS
crO—ib%xd, BF>JIZh
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BULWODT, BEAEBCWVWS DI
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48...Ke5 49.Nc7 Kd4 50.Kh5 Kc4
51.Kxh6 Kb3
CCETIEF—HRETY,

52.Kg5 Kxb2 53.Nb5
CCToR=>zfidcnTd

1 L TLEFRBFIEE LoD DHEER

TETC BsZzsistInE L7

53...c4 54.Nxd6 c3 55.Nc4+
1-0
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ZW<CDOMELTLFEVWELE
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