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Hokkaido Chess Championship 2025 (31st) Announcement

1. Schedule March 22, 2025 (Saturday) & March 23, 2025 (Sunday)

2. Time Schedule

March 22 (Saturday)

8:50: Venue opens, venue setup
9:00: Registration begins

9:15: Pairings begin

9:30: Round 1 begins



13:30: Round 2 begins
16:30: Round 3 begins

March 23 (Sunday)

8:50: Venue opens

9:10: Round 4 begins

12:50: Round 5 begins

15:30: Award ceremony and commemorative photo
15:50: Cleanup

16:00: End

5-round Swiss System

Digital chess clock, Fischer method, 40 minutes + 30 seconds per move

(If no digital clock is available, analog clock with 1 hour for 40 moves, then 20 minutes for the rest)
If games run excessively long, TD will arbitrate.

Forfeit points: % point for non-participation (announced beforehand), 1 point for forced bye.

3. Tiebreaks

(1)SwissManager Buchholz (sum of opponents' scores)

(Z)SwissManager Greater number of victories

(3)SwissManager Sonneborn-Berger (sum of points from defeated opponents)

(4)Dice (lowest number is ranked higher)

4. Venue
1010 Room, "Kaderu 2.7" Building, Kita 2-jo Nishi 7-chome, Chuo-ku, Sapporo (Across the street from
the main entrance of the Hokkaido University Botanical Garden) Approximately 15 minutes walk from

JR Sapporo Station.

5. Participation Application
Apply via email to sapporochessclub@gmail.com by March 20, 2024 (Thursday).
Note: Maximum of 20 participants. Applications will close once the limit is reached. The number of

participants will be updated on http://chess-results.com/.

6. Participation Eligibility Must be a member of the Japan Chess Federation.

The Hokkaido Chess Championship is an official Japan Chess Federation event, so membership is
required (please register in advance).

Participation Fee: General - 3,000 yen. Students (elementary, junior high, high school, university,
graduate) - Half price 1,500 yen.

Please pay the participation fee at the venue on the day. Exact change is appreciated.

7. National Tournament Seed Rights



Number of seeds based on participants: 1 seed per 6 participants (rounded up). The count includes
already seeded participants. There will be no downward adjustment even if a withdrawal occurs.
Local quota seed rights: In addition to the above, 1 local participant will be granted seed rights. The
local quota applies to:

1)Current residents of Hokkaido

2)Former residents of Hokkaido

3)Those with relatives in Hokkaido

8. Game Supplement

(1)During games, using notes, obtaining information, receiving advice, or analyzing with other boards
is prohibited.

(2)Notation sheets may only include basic data (date, opponent's name), moves, and consumed time.
Write your moves only after making them.

(3)Bringing mobile phones or other electronic communication tools into the tournament room is strictly
prohibited. However, since there is no waiting room, if the devices are turned off and stored in bags,
they may be brought in. If a phone rings during a game, that player will lose.

(4)All other matters will be judged according to FIDE rules. For example, an illegal move is a violation
and the second offense results in a loss. Incorrect pressing of the clock is also a violation. In this
tournament, warnings will be given for violations other than illegal moves with no penalties.

(5)Refrain from conversations other than the game during post-game analysis.

(6)Late arrival of 30 minutes after the start of the game will result in a default loss.

(7)If one player's time runs out, they lose unless the situation is K vs. KN, K vs. KB, K vs. KNN
(considered drawn), in which case a referee should be called before time runs out. Stop the clock and
call the referee.

(8)Pairings will be done using a computer, but in case of computer failure, manual pairing will be done
using paper cards.

(9) After the game, the player with white pieces should record the result on the pairing sheet and submit

the original notation sheet.

9. National Tournament Participation Rights Explanation

Participation in this tournament grants the right to participate in the Japan Chess Federation's national
tournament:

a. The top performers wishing to participate in the national tournament will be selected based on the
number of participants.

b. According to the Japan Chess Federation's rules, if the above selection misses the local quota, the

highest-ranking participant from Hokkaido wishing to participate will be added.

If there are no applicable participants for the additional local quota, there will be no additional

participants from Hokkaido.

10. Other



(1)Please bring a digital chess clock if you have one.

(2)Round 1 pairings will be posted on ChessResult.comby March 21, 2025 (Friday). Note that pairings
may change due to circumstances on the day.

(3)Spectators and players after finishing their games are requested to turn off and store electronic
devices until all games end.

(4)A booklet with participants' photos will be created and posted on the website. Please inform the
organizer if this is an issue.

(5)To create a game collection, please send your game PGN files to sapporochessclub@gmail.com
within one week after the tournament. Include players' names (format: Last, First) and no analysis

comments.

V1.0 Created on 2024/12/20
V1.1 Updated on 2024/12/28 (added notation submission)
V1.2 Updated on 2025/1/3 (Added English version)



