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Information on the Hokkaido Chess Championship 2026 (32nd Edition)
1. Schedule
March 21 (Sat) — 22 (Sun), 2026

2. Time Schedule

March 21 (Sat)

e 08:50 Venue opens / Set-up
e 09:00 Registration begins
e 09:15 Pairing process begins
e 09:30 Round1
e 13:30 Round?2
e 16:30 Round 3
March 22 (Sun)
e (08:50 Venue opens
e 09:10 Round4
e 12:50 Round5
e 15:30 Award ceremony / Memorial photo
e 15:50 Cleanup
e 16:00 Closing

Swiss-system, 5 rounds

Digital chess clock, Fischer system: 40 minutes + 30 seconds increment per move

(If a digital clock is unavailable: analog clock with 40 moves in 1 hour, then 20 minutes sudden-death.)

If an excessively long game interferes with the progress of the tournament, the TD will make a ruling.

Except for the final round, any round for which a player notifies in advance (before the next pairing is

made) that he/she will not play will be awarded %2 point. A forced bye receives 1 point.

3. Tie-breaks

1.

2.
3.
4

SwissManager Buchholz (sum of opponents’ scores)

SwissManager Greater number of victories

SwissManager Sonneborn-Berger (sum of defeated opponents’ scores)

Dice roll (lower number ranks higher)

4. Venue
Room 1010, “Kaderu 2.7”
Kita 2 Nishi 7, Chuo-ku, Sapporo

(10-story building across from the main entrance of the Hokkaido University Botanical Garden)

Approximately 15 minutes on foot from JR Sapporo Station.

5. Registration

Please apply by March 19 (Thu), 2026 via e-mail to:

sapporochessclub@gmail.com



Maximum capacity: 20 players. Applications will close once the limit is reached.

The number of registered participants will be posted on chess-results.com as needed.

6. Eligibility

Participants must be members of the Japan Chess Federation (JCF).

Since this is an official JCF tournament, please complete your membership registration in advance.

Entry Fee:
General: 3,000 yen
Students (elementary, junior high, high school, university, graduate students): 1,500 yen

Please pay at the venue. Exact change is appreciated.

7. Qualification Spots for the Japan Chess Federation National Championship

(1) Number of seeded players based on participation

One player per 6 participants (fractions rounded down).

Seeded players already in possession of a seed are included in the headcount.

If a seeded player declines, the spot will notbe passed down to the next player.

(2) Local quota

In addition to the above, one additional player from the local (Hokkaido) quota will receive a seed.

Eligibility for the local quota includes:
1) Current residents of Hokkaido

2) Former residents of Hokkaido

3) Those who have relatives living in Hokkaido

(3) Seed recipients must hold Japanese chess nationality (JCF nationality).

8. Additional Game Regulations

1.

During the game, players are prohibited from using notes, receiving information or advice, or
analyzing on another board.
On the scoresheet, players may write only basic data (date, opponent name, etc.), moves, and
time spent. Moves must be recorded only after the move has been completed.
Mobile phones and any electronic communication devices are strictly forbidden in the playing
hall.

However, since there is no separate waiting room at this event, devices may be brought in only
ifthey are powered off and stored in a bag.

If a phone rings during a game, the player loses the game.
Issues not explicitly stated above will be judged according to the FIDE Laws of Chess.

For example, an illegal move is a violation; the second illegal move results in a loss. Pressing
the clock incorrectly is also a violation.
Post-game analysis should be conducted quietly.
Players arriving more than 30 minutes late will lose by default.
When one player’s time runs out, there are cases where the game may be declared a draw

depending on the opponent’s available mating material. Please leave the board as is until the



arbiter makes a decision.

8. Pairings will be generated using a computer. If the computer cannot be used, pairing cards will
be used for manual pairing.

9. After your game finishes, stop the clock, call the arbiter, sign the scoresheet, and submit the

original.

9. Explanation of Qualification for the JCF National Championship
(1) By participating in this tournament:

a. Among the players who wish to participate in the National Championship, the top finishers will be
selected according to the number of qualification spots specified by the JCF based on the total number
of players.

b. According to JCF regulations, if no player from Hokkaido qualifies under step (a), the top-
performing player from the Hokkaido quota who wishes to participate will be added as one extra qualifier.
(2) If no applicable player exists for the Hokkaido quota in step (b), then no additional qualifier will be

assigned.

10. Other Notes
1. Please bring a digital chess clock if you own one.
2. Pairings for Round 1 will be posted on Chess-Results.com by March 20 (Fri), 2026.
Pairings may change depending on the situation on the event day.
3. Spectators and players who have finished their games must keep all electronic devices powered
off and stored in their bags until all games are finished.
4. A tournament booklet with photos of participants will be created and posted on the website.
If you have concerns, please notify the organizer in advance.
5. To create a game collection, please send the PGN file of your games to
sapporochessclub@gmail.com within one week after the tournament.
Please include: tournament name, date, round (“Round.Board” format), players (surname,

given name—copying from Chess-Results.com is recommended), and result.
— End —



