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Kobe Chess Championship 2026 Tournament Details

This tournament will be held as a regional qualifier for the 2026 All Japan Chess

Championship, organized by the Japan Chess Federation (JCF). Participants must abide by the

following regulations and notes.

1. Event Overview

Date: Sunday, March 29, 2026

Venue: Fukae Kaikan (3-5-7 Fukae Honmachi, Higashinada-ku, Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture)

Format: 4-round Swiss-style tournament

Time limit: 30 minutes + 30 seconds per move (domestic standard official tournament)

TD: NA Taro Shinoda

Capacity: 30 participants (planned)

2. Registration

- This tournament is open only to annual members of the Japan Chess Federation. Non-JCF

members, even if they have a FIDE ID, are not eligible to participate.



- Participation Fee: ¥3,500 (cash only, payment on the day)

*Application Period: Until 8:00 PM on Friday, March 27, 2026

3. Schedule

Registration begins at 9:10 AM

Registration closes at 9:40 AM

1st round at 9:50 AM

2nd round at 12:00 PM

3rd round at 2:30 PM

4th round at 4:40 PM

Awards and Closing Ceremony at 6:30 PM

[Note] The schedule may be extended depending on the progress of the matches.

4. Competition Rules

In principle, the tournament will follow FIDE rules, but the following rules will take precedence.

OTiebreaker



In the event of a tie between players with the same number of points, the ranking will be

determined in the following order of priority.

Direct encounter (result of head-to-head match)

Buchholz Cut-1 (total points excluding the lowest-scoring opponent)

Buchholz (total points of opponents)

Sonneborn-Berger (total points of the winning opponent plus half of the points of the

drawing opponent)

OLateness and Forfeit

*The default time is 15 minutes from the start of the match.

*A player who is more than 15 minutes late will be considered a forfeit. As soon as you

become aware of your lateness, you must contact the organizer.

*Unexcused absences without notice may result in all subsequent rounds being forfeited.

OBye (Forfeit) Application

*The application deadline is 8:00 PM on

Saturday , March 28, 2026.

*For scoring purposes, a pre-match bye in rounds 1 through 3 will be counted as 0.5 points,

and a forfeit in round 4 will be counted as 0 points. A forced bye will be counted as 1 point

regardless of the round.



©OOther

- If a game goes too long and interferes with the progress of the next round, the NA may

decide the game is a draw.

- Please record the game record until the end.

5. Qualification for the 2026 All Japan Championship

©Selection Slots

One player will be granted the right to represent their region at a rate of one player per six

participants (rounded down).

©AQualification Requirements

- Must hold Japanese chess nationality.

- Must have played at least three rounds, including forced byes.

- Must not have already qualified for the All Japan Championship at the time of the

tournament start.

©ORegional Slots

The regional quotas for this tournament are included in the overall qualification.

@ Players who participated in a 2025 rapid tournament or regular meeting hosted by our

club. @ Residents of Hyogo Prefecture. (3 Residents of the Kansai region excluding ®. If



no one fits the criteria in @), the rankings will be passed down in the order of @ and 3. The

highest-ranked player, excluding those already seeded, will be granted the right to participate.

Please note that seeding will not be carried forward even if a qualified player withdraws.

6. Important Notices

- Electronic devices, such as cell phones, must be turned off and stored in a bag during the

match. Smartwatches must also be turned off and stored in a bag whenever possible. If a

player is found wearing or leaving such a device on their desk, they will be considered to have

lost the match, regardless of the reason.

- Regarding refunds, participation fees once paid will not be refunded, regardless of the

reason.

- The organizers assume no responsibility for any disputes between individuals.



